
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts 
Council Meeting 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 
4:30 PM 

Mixed Magic Theatre 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 

 
 
Council members present:  Christopher McMahan, Chairman; Carrie Zaslow, Vice  
Chairman; Mary K. Talbot, Secretary; Suzanne Augenstein;  Ann Clanton; Nancy 
Chapman; Peggy Melozzi; Regina Partridge; Andrea Valentini 
  
Council members unable to attend:  Stu Giannini; Azim Mazagonwalla; Anne T. 
Quinterno; Michael Watson 
 
Staff members present:  Randall Rosenbaum, Executive Director; Sherilyn Brown, 
Director of Education; Cristina Di Chiera, Director of Individual Artists and Public Art 
Programs;  Carol Conley, Assistant, Film & TV Office;  Dan Kahn, Assistant to Education 
Program; Diane Pertuso, Fiscal and Office Manager; Estelle Verte, Grants Coordinator; 
Winnie Lambrecht, Folk and Community Arts Program Director 
 
Public present:  Ricardo Pitts-Wiley, Mixed Magic Theatre; Bernadett Pitts-Wiley, 
Mixed Magic Theatre 
 
 
Chairman McMahan called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM, and recognized Ricardo and 
Bernadett Pitts-Wiley of Mixed Magic Theatre Company in Pawtucket. 
 
Mr. Pitts-Wiley introduced the Council members to the work of Mixed Magic.  In 
addition, he mentioned that he was organizing two forums to explore both sides of the 
casino gambling issue before the state as a ballot question.  He was doing this on 
behalf of Rhode Island Citizens for the Arts.  Chairman McMahan thanked him for his 
welcome and his efforts, and encourage Council members to attend the forums. 
 
Review and Approval of the Minutes of the Rhode Island State Council on the 
Arts’ June 29, 2006 Council Meeting 
 
After review, a motion was made to accept the minutes of the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts’ June 29, 2006 Council meeting as presented.  

  (Motion: Mary K. Talbot; seconded by Carrie Zaslow;  Passed: Unanimously) 
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Committee Reports 
Finance Report 
Chairman McMahan asked Ms. Pertuso and Mr. Rosenbaum to report on the “end of 
year” figures for FY06.  The agency ended the year as expected, but due to the 
slowness of payments in June carried forward approximately $26,600, and the State 
has agreed to allow us to carry forward $16,600 into FY07, to be used to pay 
outstanding bills from the previous fiscal year.  We were not able to report on the First 
quarter of FY07 due to problems with the state’s new financial management system, RI-
FANS, but expect to have reports ready for the December Council meeting.   
 
After discussion, a motion was made to accept the financial reports for the end of FY06 
and place the report on file for audit review.  
  (Motion: Regina Partridge; seconded by Andrea Valentini; Passed: Unanimously) 

 
Report from Chair and Executive Director 
Mr. Rosenbaum and Ms. Zaslow reported on their attendance at the National Assembly 
of State Arts Agencies’ Leadership Conference in Anchorage, Alaska.  Both individuals 
spoke highly of the experience, with particular mention made of the information shared 
on the important issues, including partnerships, public value of the arts and the state’s 
ongoing relationship with the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
Mr. Rosenbaum reported to the Council on the upcoming performance of the Kevin 
Locke Dance Company, a collaboration between RISCA and FirstWorks Providence and 
supported with the American Masterpieces funds from the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 
 
Mr. Rosenbaum reported that Rhode Island Citizens for the Arts sent a survey to all 
candidates for House and Senate seats, and the results were very encouraging.  
Practically all respondents to the survey indicated that they would “strongly support” a 
$400,000 increase in funding for the arts in the state budget.  Also, strong support was 
indicated for more arts in the schools.  The results of the survey will be published in an 
upcoming edition of Motif magazine. 
 
Update of Public Art activities 
 
Chairman McMahan reviewed the last discussion on the Rhode Island Training School, 
in which staff came to the Council to ask permission to restructure the agency’s 
approach to this $25,000 project.  The Council felt that we needed to explore whether 
we were legally entitled to receive 1% of the entire construction budget for this project.  
Mr. Rosenbaum reported that no response had been received from the Attorney 
General’s office on this question, and there was some question about whether the 
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project qualified under the law, since many would characterize the Training School as a 
“prison”, which are exempt.   
 
There was some debate about whether we should continue to press for a ruling on this 
matter.  After discussion, the Council decided to move forward with the $25,000 
project.  A motion was made to approve, in this specific instance and given the small 
budget of this project, a variance in our established method of choosing public art. 

(Motion: Carrie Zaslow; seconded by Suzanne Augenstein; Passed: 9 Yes; 1 No – Mary K. 
Talbot voted against, feeling we should continue to press the issue and seek more funding)   

 
Given the previous discussion, a motion was made to seek clarification from the 
Attorney General on two specific issues:  1) whether the Training Schools and 
institutions like it were, in fact, prisons; and 2) asking whether the public art 1% was 
calculated on all funds designated for construction costs, including federal funds. 

(Motion: Mary K. Talbot; seconded by Andrea Valentini; Passed: Unanimously) 
 
The Council asked whether we had the ability to engage outside counsel, either paid or 
pro-bono, since the Attorney General is part of state government.  Mr. Rosenbaum said 
he would research this question. 
 
Ms. Partridge spoke to her experiences on the selection process for the Dunkin’ Donuts 
Center public art project, which is moving forward.  She has been impressed with the 
process. 
 
Review of first draft of RISCA goals and objectives 
 
Mr. Rosenbaum and Ms. Zaslow reviewed with the Council the draft language for RISCA 
goals for its strategic plan.  The Council recommended that the goal “Rhode Islanders 
will be active participants and learners in the arts” be changed to “Rhode Islanders are 
active participants and life-long learners in the arts”.  After discussion, a motion was 
made that the Council accepted the language establishing the goal statements as 
amended. 

(Motion: Regina Partridge; seconded by Nancy Chapman;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
Establishing Committees 
 
Chairman McMahan led the discussion on the establishment of committees, which is 
one way to better engage the talents and interests of the Council members in the work 
of the agency.  Under the Council’s Procedures and Regulations, the Council must 
approve the establishment of committees and approve the committee charge. 
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After discussion, a motion was made to accept the recommendations in the Council 
book establishing a Promotion, Program and Planning committee, and to approve the 
charges to the committees as set forth in the Council book. 

(Motion: Mary K. Talbot; seconded by Carrie Zaslow;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
FY08 Budget Submission and Submission of Federal Applications 
 
After discussion a motion was made to authorize RISCA, after the fact, to submit its 
FY08 budget to the State and the full Partnership Agreement application along with its 
Folk Arts Infrastructure application component to the National Endowment for the Arts.   
  (Motion: Anne Clanton; seconded by Suzanne Augenstein; Passed: Unanimously) 
 
Offer from Trinity Rep 
 
Mr. Rosenbaum reported that Trinity Rep has extended its run of “Cherry Orchard” for a 
week, and has offered to set aside tickets for its Tuesday night performance to 
members of the arts community free of charge.  This offer is being made through 
Rhode Island Citizens for the Arts.  The Council felt this was an excellent opportunity to 
introduce the work of this organization to a broad and diverse audience, and authorized 
the staff to work to extend this offer to the community. 
 
Schedule of remaining meetings for FY07 
 
Chairman McMahan reminded the Council of the meeting schedule for the remainder of 
this fiscal year.  There was some discussion of appropriate starting time for meetings, 
and it was decided that 5:30pm was still an acceptable time. 
 

 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
 (Motion: Regina Partridge; seconded by Nancy Chapman; Passed: Unanimously) 
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