
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts 
Council Meeting 

Monday, June 27, 2005 
4:30 PM 

One Capitol Hill 
Providence, Rhode Island 

 
 
Council members present:  Christopher McMahan, Chairman; Mary K. Talbot, 
Secretary; Nancy Chapman; Ann Clanton; Peggy Melozzi; Regina Partridge; Anne 
Quinterno; Michael Watson; and Carrie Zaslow. 
 
Council members unable to attend:  Suzanne Augenstein; Stu Giannini; Azim 
Mazagonwalla; and Andrea Valentini. 
 
Staff members present:  Randall Rosenbaum, Executive Director; Cristina Di Chiera, 
Director of Individual Artists and Public Art Programs; Steven Feinberg, Director, RI Film 
& TV Office;  Dan Kahn, Assistant to Education Program; Winnie Lambrecht,  
Folk/Traditional/Community Arts Program Director;  Diane Pertuso, Fiscal and Office 
Manager; Estelle Verte, Grants Coordinator 
 
Public present:  none present 
 
 
Chairman McMahan called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM. 
 
Chairman McMahan asked the members of the Council and staff to introduce 
themselves. 
 
Review and Approval of the Minutes of the Rhode Island State Council on the 
Arts’ May 23, 2005 Council Meeting 
 
After review, a motion was made to accept the minutes of the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts’ May 23, 2005 Council meeting as presented.  

  (Motion: Anne Quinterno; seconded by Carrie Zaslow;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
Committee Reports 
Nominating Committee  
 
Chairman McMahan reported that at the last meeting an extended discussion took place 
on the process to choose a slate of officers to present at this meeting.  Chairman 
McMahan reported that it was decided that candidates for office would prepare a 
statement of their interest, and members would be asked to vote for their preferred 
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candidate for Chair, Vice Chairman and Secretary.  Chairman McMahan directed Council 
members to the results of that vote.   
 
Discussion took place on whether this was the most appropriate way to handle this 
process.  The question was raised about some candidates receiving more numeric votes 
overall, even though an individual received more votes for a particular office.  After 
discussion it was decided that the individuals who received more votes for a particular 
office should be chosen for that office.  It was also felt that since not everyone was in 
attendance at today's meeting, it would not be fair to negate their vote by changing the 
process or holding a second vote.   
 
That decided, the following slate of officers was presented for the consideration of the 
Council.  Christopher McMahan, Chairman; Carrie Zaslow, Vice Chairman; and Mary K. 
Talbot, Secretary.  A member expressed concern that the process was moving forward 
precipitously.  She supported the slate of officers but felt that the process was flawed. 
 
Hearing no other nominations from the floor, a motion was made to accept the slate of 
officers as presented. 

  (Motion: Anne Quinterno; seconded by Regina Partridge; Passed: Unanimously) 
 
(Mary K. Talbot arrived at 4:55pm) 
 
Chair's Report 
Chairman McMahan thanked the Council for their support and expressed his interest in 
leading the Council during the upcoming year.  He acknowledged that there were issues 
with the manner in which the recent leadership vote took place, and said that this issue 
(and others, including General Assembly advocacy and strategic planning) would be 
addressed in a planned fall retreat for Council members.  He looked forward to working 
with Council members and staff in the coming year. 
 
Executive Director's Report 
Mr. Rosenbaum did not present a report, due to the pressing nature of other business. 

 
Old Business 
FY 05 Budget 
Status Report 
Chairman McMahan reported that the General Assembly is revealing a budget , and the 
Governor has indicated his support for it.  Chairman McMahan asked Mr. Rosenbaum to 
report on the current budget under consideration.  Mr. Rosenbaum reported that the 
budget contains the Governor's original proposed 1% cut in discretionary grant funding, 
along with an additional $150,000 in support for the Rhode Island film and TV office.  
In addition the budget contains one additional staff position (for an assistant in the film 
and TV office) and $132,000 in additional legislative grant funding. 
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Chairman McMahan reminded the Council about the fact, since there was no budget 
currently in place, that the actions they take today to approve all the grants would be 
pending the complete approval of a state budget.  He asked for a motion that the 
Council approve the FY06 budget as revised, and authorize the Executive Committee to 
meet and make any changes to the budget (and any grants awarded at this meeting) in 
the event that the budget that becomes law is in any way different than the proposals 
before the Council at this meeting. 
 
After review, a motion was made to authorize the Executive Committee to meet and 
amend any grant actions taken today if the final budget for the Arts Council adopted by 
the State differs from the version passed by the General Assembly and signed by the 
Governor.  
  (Motion: Anne Quinterno; seconded by Nancy Chapman;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
State Poet:  Approval of Nomination Material 
Chairman McMahan reported that at our last Council meeting the Council approved a 
process for the selection of a new State poet.  Since then the Governor's office 
approved the Council's agreed-upon process, with a suggested revision that the 
Governor be able to choose “from among the top three recommendations" of a 
selection panel and the Council. 
 
After review, a motion was made to accept the Governor's proposed revisions to the 
selection process. 

(Motion: Regina Partridge; seconded by Anne Quinterno;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
A discussion took place regarding the nomination material.  The Council approved the 
material as presented by staff with the following additions: 

• the inclusion of equal employment opportunity statement; 
• applicants should be able to self nominate; and 
• there should be an indication in the material of the kinds of people who will 

serve on the selection panel (for example; representatives from the Governor's 
office, library services, the Rhode Island committee for the humanities, and 
others). 

 
After review, a motion was made to accept the nomination material as presented with 
the changes discussed. 

(Motion: Carrie Zaslow; seconded by Anne Quinterno;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
(Anne Quinterno left at 5:15pm) 
 
Presentation on Artist Housing Initiative 
Chairman McMahan introduced Laura Mullen, who coordinates the Sustainable Artist 
Space Initiative (SASI), an artist housing initiative that is a partnership between the 
State Arts Council, Rhode Island Citizens for the Arts, the Housing Network of Rhode 
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Island, and others.  Ms. Mullen gave a brief presentation on the work of this initiative 
and its efforts to address artists’ housing issues throughout the state. 
 
New Business 
FY06 Grant Actions 

 
General Operating Support 
Prior to deliberations, the following Council members identified conflicts:  Christopher 
McMahan/RI Philharmonic Orchestra; Mary K. Talbot/Perishable Theatre; Nancy 
Chapman/RI College.   

 
Following discussion a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for full 
applicants and calculated figures for year two and three applicants for General 
Operating Support grants as presented. 
  (Motion: Regina Partridge; seconded by Carrie Zaslow;  Passed: Unanimously, 
absent those that declared themselves in conflict) 
 
There was a discussion about the panel recommendations on which organizations would 
benefit most from the Non-Profit Finance Fund business analysis program.  The panel 
recommended AS220 for this administrative and financial review, with All Children's 
Theatre as a secondary choice.   
 
A motion was made to accept the panel's recommendations for Non-profit Finance Fund 
business analysis review as presented. 

(Motion: Regina Partridge; seconded by Carrie Zaslow;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
Request for Proposals for Individuals 
No Council members were in conflict. 

 
After review, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for Request for 
Proposals for Individuals, Cycle 1 grants as presented. 
  (Motion: Peggy Melozzi; seconded by Nancy Chapman;  Passed: Unanimously) 

 
Request for Proposals for Organizations 
Chairman McMahan reported that, due to the number of applications received at the 
April 1 deadline, a decision was made to split the Request for Proposals, Organizations 
category into two subcategories: community-based projects, and performance and 
presentation based projects.   
 
The Council began its review we have community-based projects.  The following Council 
member identified conflicts:  Ann Clanton, City of East Providence.  
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Following discussion, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for 
Request for Proposals for Organizations -- community-based projects, Cycle 1 grants as 
presented. 
  (Motion: Michael Watson; seconded by Peggy Melozzi;  Passed: Unanimously, 
absent those that declared themselves in conflict) 
 
The Council continued its review with performance and presentation-based projects.  
No Council members declared conflict. 
 
Following discussion, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for 
Request for Proposals for Organizations -- performance and presentation-based 
projects, Cycle 1 grants as presented. 
  (Motion: Michael Watson; seconded by Nancy Chapman;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
 
Request for Proposals for Education 
No Council members were in conflict. 

 
After review, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for Request for 
Proposals for Education, Cycle 1 grants as presented. 
  (Motion: Mary K. Talbot; seconded by Peggy Melozzi;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
(Ann Clanton left at 6:05pm) 
 
Fellowships 
No Council members were in conflict. 
 
Cristina Di Chiera reported that the out-of-state juror for playwriting/screenwriting felt 
that both candidates were strong and did not want to make a judgment call between 
two similar but different arts disciplines (playwriting and screenwriting).  The out-of-
state juror recommended that the $6,000 total award be split evenly, $3,000 to be 
playwright and $3,000 to the screenwriter. 
 
The Council discussed this recommendation.  It ultimately felt that the juror raised an 
interesting issue, but should not be in a position to change Council policy regarding the 
awarding of Fellowship grants.  The Council decided to follow the juror’s secondary 
recommendation, which was to award the $5,000 Fellowship to the screenwriter, and 
the $1,000 runner-up award to the playwright. 
 
After review and discussion, a motion was made to accept the out-of-state judge’s 
recommendations for Fellowships in Film/Video; Crafts; Photography; Poetry; Fiction; 
Playwriting and Three Dimensional Art; to award the $5,000 
playwrighting/screenwriting fellowship to screenwriter Peter Spameni of Greenville, the 
$1.000 playwrighting/screenwriting fellowship to playwright Peter Gale Nelson of 
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Providence;  and to accept the panel recommendations for Folk and Traditional Arts 
Fellowships for FY05, Cycle 1 as presented. 
  (Motion: Carrie Zaslow; seconded by Michael Watson;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
Approval of Potential Public Art Selection Panelist 
Cristina Di Chiera requested Council approval to add Fo Wilson, local artist, to the list of 
individuals approved by the Council for service on future public art selection panels. 
 
After discussion, a motion was made to accept the addition of Fo Wilson of Providence 
to serve on a future public art selection panel. 

(Motion: Mary K. Talbot; seconded by Michael Watson;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 

 
Proposed Schedule Council Meeting Dates for FY06 
A motion was made to accept the proposed schedule of Council meeting for FY06 as 
presented. 

(Motion: Mary K. Talbot; seconded by Regina Partridge;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:31 p.m. 
 

(Motion: Mary K. Talbot; seconded by Regina Partridge;  Passed: Unanimously) 
 

 


