
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts 
Council Meeting 

Monday, March 23, 2005 
4:30 PM 

One Capitol Hill 
Providence, Rhode Island 

 
 
Council members present:  Christopher McMahan, Chairman; Stu Giannini, Vice  
Chairman; Mary K. Talbot, Secretary;  Suzanne Augenstein; Ann Clanton; Nancy 
Chapman; Azim Mazagonwalla; Peggy Melozzi; Regina Partridge; Anne Quinterno; 
Andrea Valentini;  Michael Watson; Carrie Zaslow  
 
Council members unable to attend:  all present 
 
Staff members present:  Randall Rosenbaum, Executive Director; Sherilyn Brown, 
Director of Education; Cristina Di Chiera, Director of Individual Artists and Public Art 
Programs; Steven Feinberg, Director, RI Film & TV Office;  Dan Kahn, Assistant to 
Education Program; Estelle Verte, Grants Coordinator;  Diane Pertuso, Fiscal & Office 
Manager 
 
Public present:  none 
 
 
Chairman McMahan called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM. 
 
Chairman McMahan welcomed Anne Quinterno, the newest member of the Council, and 
asked the members of the Council and staff to introduce themselves. 
 
Review and Approval of the Minutes of the Rhode Island State Council on the 
Arts’ March 21, 2005 Council Meeting 
 
After review, a motion was made to accept the minutes of the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts’ March 21, 2005 Council meeting as presented.  

  (Motion:  Stu Giannini; seconded by Regina Partidge,  Passed: Unanimously) 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance Report 
Chairman McMahan asked Mr. Rosenbaum and Ms. Pertuso to report on the third 
quarter financial reports for FY05.  They reported that Council expenditures are 
operating as expected.  After discussion, a motion was made to accept the preliminary 
financial report for the third quarter of FY05, and place the report on file for audit 
review.  
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  (Motion: Azim Mazagonwalla; seconded by Suzanne Augenstein; Passed: 
Unanimously) 

 
Chair's Report  
Chairman McMahan began a discussion on progress we have seen in the artist housing 
initiative.  He asked Carrie Zaslow to report on progress.  Ms. Zaslow gave a report on 
the initiative, describing how information gathered from the artist housing initiative 
survey shows that many artists qualify for low income housing assistance, which is a 
key issue in communities throughout the state.  She also described plans to create a 
guidebook (both in print and online) to help both artists and developers identify 
resources in the community.  A discussion ensued regarding funding potential for such 
a guidebook.  Ms. Talbot suggested that banks are looking to fund affordable housing 
initiatives for Community Reinvestment Act credit. 
 
Executive Director's Report   
Mr. Rosenbaum presented a report on applications received at the April 1 deadline, and 
discussed the geographic distribution of those applications and the variance between 
amount requested an amount available.  He also reported on the move into new office 
space on the third floor of One Capitol Hill.  Mr. Feinberg reported on efforts to pass tax 
legislation that would help attract new film and television business to our state.  A vote 
on this legislation is expected in the next few weeks. 
 
Old Business 
Proposals related to Closing Out FY05 
Chairman McMahan reported that at this meeting the Council traditionally approves a 
list of final grant awards, so that all our current year money is appropriately expended.  
The only “end of year” recommendation this year involves one $15,000 grant to the 
Housing Network of Rhode Island, for year two of our three year commitment to 
support the artist housing initiative. 
 
Based on the reports it has received, the Council was in support of continuing this 
commitment.  Chairman McMahan asked that we schedule an opportunity for the 
initiative’s coordinator, Laura Mullen, to report directly to the Council. 
 
After discussion a motion was authorize the award of $15,000 to the Housing Network 
of Rhode Island, representing the second year of a three-year commitment of support 
to an artist housing initiative in Rhode Island.   

(Motion: Azim Mazagonwalla; seconded by Carrie Zaslow; Passed: Unanimously) 
 

Schedule of Panel Meetings 
Chairman McMahan called attention to the list of the panel meetings that are scheduled 
for this May and June, and encouraged members to attend a panel meeting, even if 
only for an hour. 
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Portfolio Assignments for Council Members 
Chairman McMahan reminded Council members that at our last meeting we discussed a 
number of ways to engage Council members in the work of the agency.  One 
recommendation was establishing “portfolios,” or assigning Council members to specific 
issue areas.  A list of assignments was presented to the Council.  New member Anne 
Quinterno expressed interest in, and was subsequently assigned to, a portfolio in folk 
and traditional arts.  Chairman McMahan said that we would establish an annual 
opportunity to revisit and rearrange portfolio assignments. 
 
After discussion a motion was made to approve the list of Council member portfolio 
assignments, with the addition of assigning Council member Anne Quinterno to the folk 
and traditional arts area.   

(Motion: Anne Quinterno; seconded by Peggy Melozzi; Passed: Unanimously) 
 
 
New Business 
Appointment of Nominating Committee 
Chairman McMahan reported that one of the items addressed at each May Council 
meeting is the appointment of a Nominating Committee.  The committee is charged 
with putting together a slate of officers for review at the June 27 Council meeting. 
 
Chairman McMahan reported that, in the past, this committee has sent a survey to each 
member of the Council, asking for their recommendations on who should serve in the 
positions of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.  The committee then meets, reviews the 
results of the survey, and are guided, but not ruled, by it.   

 
There was discussion about how this committee should work, and concerns were raised 
about past processes.  In particular, some members were concerned that Nominating 
Committee members could, in turn, become candidates for office.  Others said that 
since we are a small board, it was not in our best interest to take potential candidates 
“off the table” in such a manner.   
 
A discussion took place on appropriate ways to manage the process of nominating 
officers.  The use of a survey was discussed, but some of the new members were not 
sure they knew enough about the other members to render a decision.  Some 
questioned whether a nominating committee was even needed.  Mr. Rosenbaum 
mentioned that the Council’s current “Procedures and Regulations” spelled out a 
process that required that a Nominating Committee put forward a slate of officers. 
 
After additional conversation, Mary K. Talbot asked if members around the table would 
be willing to indicate their interest (or lack of interest) in serving as an officer.  It was 
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then suggested that these individuals might be asked to prepare a two or three 
sentence statement outlining and explaining their interest in serving.  These statements 
would be included in a survey sent to member to assess their interest in these 
candidates, and the Nominating Committee or staff would tabulate the responses and 
present a slate at the next Council meeting. 
 
The individuals expressing interest in serving as an officer are: 

 Christopher (Kip) McMahan – as Chairman (currently Chairman) 
 Mary K. Talbot – as Vice Chair or Secretary (currently Secretary) 
 Suzanne Augenstein – as Vice Chair or Secretary 
 Carrie Zaslow – as Vice Chair  

 
By consensus the Council agreed to follow the process where individuals might be 
asked to prepare a two or three sentence statement outlining and explaining their 
interest in serving.  These statements would be included in a survey sent to member to 
assess their interest in these candidates, and the Nominating Committee or staff would 
tabulate the responses and present a slate at the next Council meeting. 
 
Appointment of Selection Panel members for public art projects 
Mr. Rosenbaum reported that the Arts Council is preparing to begin the selection 
process on several public art projects, and wanted Council approval on a slate of 
potential artist-members for the selection panels for these projects.  A list of potential 
candidates was presented for Council review, and was deemed acceptable by the 
Council. 
 
After discussion a motion was made to approve the list of artists to be drawn from for 
upcoming public art selection panels.   

(Motion: Michael Watson; seconded by Andrea Valentini; Passed: Unanimously) 
 
 
Approval of State Poet Selection Process 
Chairman McMahan reported to the Council that the current state poet, Tom Chandler, 
will have completed his five-year-term in August.  We have contacted the Governor’s 
Office, and they have agreed that the State Arts Council shall once again manage the 
process of choosing a new state poet. 
 
The Council reviewed a recommendation on the process, as presented by staff. 
 
After discussion a motion was made to approve the process as outlined by staff for 
coming up with a recommendation for the Governor for the appointment of a new state 
poet.   

(Motion: Anne Quinterno; seconded by Stu Giannini Passed: Unanimously) 
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Discussion followed on the duties and responsibilities of a state poet, which are not 
outlined in the law establishing the position.  Council members discussed having the 
state poet give regular readings, write poems for special state occasions, and even 
serve as an education resource for the school.  It was decided that, given the annual 
honorarium for state poet is just $1,000, it was important that the poet serve principally 
as an “advocate for poetry in Rhode Island.”  The Council suggested that each year the 
State Poet be asked to outline his or her plan for the coming year.  This plan will be 
reviewed by the Council, and at the end of the year the State Poet will be asked to 
report on their activities during the past year.  This would ensure Council engagement 
with the work of the poet, while not creating responsibilities that would be unrealistic 
given the small level of support available for this position. 
 
Review of FY06 Draft Budget Proposals 
Chairman McMahan directed the Council to a set of draft recommendations for the 
FY2006 Council budget.  He explained that each year at our May meeting the Council 
reviews recommendations that have been based on the Governor’s proposed budget for 
the coming year.  The Council’s comments and recommendations help in the 
development of a final budget, which we approve in June.   
 
Chairman McMahan wanted Council members to be aware that this draft is based on 
the Governor’s budget, presented back in February to the General Assembly.  Those 
figures may change, and hopefully will, once the legislature is finished with them, but 
they are what we have to work with at the moment. 
 
Mr. Rosenbaum reported that most of this budget was “hold even,” given the hold-even 
nature of the Governor’s recommendation.  The only significant difference is a $71,879 
figure under “Council Initiatives,” that represents the funds remaining in the NEA 
Challenge America funding category, after Education Program needs have been 
addressed.  Those funds will form the basis of Council support of the artist housing 
initiative.  Support may also come from this category for our work in artist health care, 
and staff is also exploring the development of an online grant application process, 
which may be funded through this line item.  Recommendations will be presented to 
the Council, probably at our September Council meeting. 
 
After discussion a motion was made to approve the draft recommendations for the 
FY06 budget.   

(Motion: Anne Quinterno; seconded by Stu Giannini Passed: Unanimously) 
 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 



RI State Council on the Arts May 23, 2005 Council Meeting Minutes 
Page 6 
 
 (Motion: Suzanne Augenstein; seconded by Azim Mazagonwalla; Passed: Unanimously) 

 


