Chairman Robert S. Knox called to order a meeting of the North
Scituate District Review Committee (VDRC) on December 15, 2011 at
7:00 p.m. Members present were Sacha Anthony Hummel, Charles R
.McCaughey and Michael Charland. Norma Knox and Mark Laprade
were absent.

Motion was made by Charles R. McCaughey and seconded by Sacha
Anthony Hummel to accept the minutes of October 20, 2011 with

correction, unanimously voted to accept.

APPLICATIONS

North Scituate Baptist Church- 619 West Greenville Road -Plat 16 Lot
69-Building dismantled, construct memorial garden. Chairman Knox
informed applicant that the committee had two members absent due
to illness. Chairman Knox informed the committee members that the
application request had been changed to building dismantle and
construct small park area with grass covering. The correction of the
application was also corrected to 623-625 West Greenville Road.
Chairman Knox referenced the document titled “Town of Scituate
Overlay Committee Meeting December 15, 2011” sub section “Future
Plans #13, be stricken from the record as both he and member
Norma Knox felt that this statement was inappropriate. The statement
referenced a bench and donations in honor of Chairman Knox’s and
Norma Knox's parents. Chairman Knox stated that this bench was
supposed to be constructed nine years ago when a garage located on
the property was dismantled. Chairman Knox also wanted correction

made regarding documentation from the church that those donations



for the bench to the church were made in memory of his parents and
not by the family. Norma Knox also addressed these same issues in
a letter she wrote dated December 15, 2011. Chairman Knox asked
that these corrections be made to the application and to be signed
and dated.

Dr. Reppa Cottrell spoke on behalf on the application. She read a
four page prepared statement/presentation from members of the
North Scituate Baptist Church congregation into the minutes.
Corrections to the application were signed and dated by Dr. Reppa
Cottrell.

Michael Charland informed committee members that he had made an
offer to buy the property but was refused, as the church members
were not interested in selling the property. He stated that he spoke to
several people who advised him that he did not have to recuse
himself from participating in this application. He referenced
information that he found on the town website regarding the plan for
low and moderate income housing (page 4), stating a goal to promote
low and moderate income house. He felt that this particular piece of
property could be made into affordable housing. The state has
guidelines for a percentage that each city and town needs to have for
affordable housing. To dismantle this house that could be used for
affordable housing goes against those guidelines.

Dr. Cottrell stated that the property was previously used for youth
group activities and then eventually had tenants. Previous Pastors
had lived in the house, the church custodian and a family, which

rented for six years before leaving the property due to septic



problems.

Audience and church member Kimberly Vernava stated that she felt
the church just needs an answer, due to the fact that the church has
been discussing this matter for the past ten years.

Sacha Anthony Hummel stated that feels the house could be used for
affordable housing and that the church has let the property
deteriorate over that past ten years.

Chairman Knox questions church members, why has it taken them
so long to ask for permission, when this has been a topic of
discussion within the church since 2001.

Michael Charland stated that the property could be subdivided. Dr.
Cottrell stated that the church does not want someone living/owning
the property that is not actively involved in their church and respects
the activities that go on at the church. To dismantle the house would
give them a place of peace and beautification on their own property.
She stated that from listening to overlay members speak that she
feels the member are stating how they could use their property to
help the town. What the church members have come to ask is for
help to use their property for purpose of how they would like to use it.
Michael Charland agrees but the committee’s purpose is to preserve
buildings. Chairman Knox provided documentation from the State of
Rhode Island, stating that the house is on the historical list, since
1979. He also stated that the prior Bank of America building was also
on the list and when the new owner, Dexter Credit Union, wanted to
dismantle the building and rebuild a new bank, they had to adhere to

the same set backs as the previous building.



Charles McCaughey stated that he felt Michael Charland should
recuse himself from the application having made a prior offer to buy
the building. He also stated that he felt that the church should be
able to do what they want to their property as long as the committee
gets assurance that the lot is left better off than what it is now.
Audience member Dorothy Trahan stated that she and her husband
Arthur Trahan who are property owners in the Village District Overlay,
support the demolition of the property located at 623/625 West
Greenville Road.

Chairman Knox stated to the church members that if Michael
Charland recused himself from the application, that the committee
would then not have enough members to vote on the application. The
application would then have to be tabled until the January 19, 2012
meeting.

Sacha Anthony Hummel felt that the comment about having
neighbors that are not parishioners would be a bad thing should not
have even been brought up. He is a neighbor to St. Joseph Church
and stated that you should love thy neighbor.

Michael Charland recused himself from the application and the
application is then tabled until the January 19, 2012 meeting.
Chairman Knox informed Dr. Cottrell that once a decision has been
made if the church doesn’t like the decision made, the applicant can
then appeal the decision to the Zoning Board. Dr. Cottrell asked if

they could go to the Zoning Board now. Chairman Knox stated “no”



that a decision from the Overlay Committer must be done first before

going to the Zoning Board.

OLD BUSINESS

The old Bank of America building has been torn down. Constructon
of the new Dexter Credit Union is under way.

Sacha Anthony Hummel asked that a letter be written to the Building
Official, David Provonsil, regarding remote advertising signs for Alex

and Ani available at Charming Treasures.

OTHER BUSINESS-CORRESPONDENCE

Motion was made by Charles R. McCaughey and seconded by Sacha
Anthony Hummel to pay Xerox Bill-2011, unanimously voted to
accept.

Motion was made by Charles R. McCaughey and seconded by Sacha
Anthony Hummel to accept the Meeting Calendar-2012, unanimously
voted to accept.

Motion was made by Charles R. McCaughey and seconded by Sacha
Anthony Humme to accept the proposed Budget 2012-2013,

unanimously voted to accept.



ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Charles R. McCaughey and seconded by Michael

Charland to adjourn at 8: 15 p.m., unanimously voted to accept.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen E. Blaine



