
MISQUAMICUT FIRE DISTRICT

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF OFFICERS

									October 21, 2015

1.	Call to Order

The Board of Officers Meeting of the Misquamicut Fire District was

called to Order by Moderator Michelle Vacca at 5:00 p.m. on October

21, 2015.

2.	Roll Call

The following Officers were present:  Moderator Michelle Vacca, Clerk

Dianne Vumback, Treasurer William T. Sisco, Tax Collector Mary

Delisio, Tax Assessor Leone D’Onofrio, Fire Chief Todd Findeisen,

and Member-at-Large Marilyn Bellesheim.  Solicitor John P. Toscano,

Jr. was also present.   

3.	Consent Calendar

(a)  Approval of Minutes



Upon motion duly made by Fire Chief Todd Findeisen and seconded

by Tax Assessor Leone D’Onofrio to accept the corrected minutes of

September 16, 2015, and it was unanimously, 

VOTED:   To accept the meeting minutes of September 16, 2015.

(b)  Appointment and Resignations

(1)  Resignation of Russell Ryan, Member-at-Large

Russell Ryan submitted a letter of resignation as the MFD

Member-at-Large to both the Moderator and the Clerk.

Upon motion duly made by Fire Chief Todd Findeisen and seconded

by Clerk Dianne Vumback to accept his resignation with regret.

VOTED:   To accept the resignation of Russell Ryan with regret.

Clerk to send a letter stating that we accept Russell Ryan’s letter with

regret and thank him for his service to the district.

The Moderator discussed that she does not feel comfortable putting

someone on the board.  While the Moderator was approached by

several taxpayers offering to step up to the position, she would like to



postpone until either the charter revision meets to make decisions or

the Annual Meeting.  The Solicitor believes that there is time to fill the

position but we can’t wait until the Annual Meeting.  Several members

of the board expressed concern leaving the position vacant with the

work that needs to be done in the district.

	The Moderator made the decision to fill the vacancy with Holly Sisco

Bowen.

	A letter will be sent to the new Member-at-Large detailing our

meeting details.

(2)  Beach Access Group for 2016 – names of members

Committee members will include board members Marilyn Bellesheim,

Mary Delisio and Dianne Vumback as well as community members

Rich Lafaille and Lori Shuhi.  This group will meet a couple of times

throughout the year to get the beach access more efficient.  

4.	New Business

	No new business at this time.

5.	Unfinished Business

(a) Discussion – Electronic Gates for Lawton parking lot



	

	Leone D’Onofrio met with site contractor regarding electronic gate. 

The entrance being on an angle presents a challenge.  (It is set up

this way due to the septic system).  Single entrance and exit from the

lot poses issues and hazards.  Need approval from the Town. 

Proposal for just the electronics (with 500 access cards, roughly

$3,000) is roughly $17,000 – without site work.  Leone will meet again

with contractor to get an itemized list.

6.	Communications and Reports

(a) Report of Treasurer William T. Sisco

	See report attached regarding financials.  

 (b) Report of Solicitor John P. Toscano

	No report given.

(c) Report of Tax Collector Mary Z. Delisio

	Mary Delisio reports of her computer crash.  All items were

backed-up and transferred to the new computer.   She is in the

process of catching up with the processing of received payments.  At

the same time, the tax software program is not fully functioning.  

 	Upon motion duly made by Tax Assessor Leone D’Onofrio and

seconded by Fire Chief Todd Findeisen to procure two laptops for the



district so that district records and materials can be maintained.  

VOTED:   To purchase two laptops

	The first round of tax sale letters will be postponed until Tax

Collector catches up.

		

(d) Report of Fire Chief Todd Findeisen

	

	The Fire Chief thanked all board members who came to the Fire

Department Annual Banquet.  The Moderator and the Fire Chief

marched in the Columbus Day parade – they rode in the Fire Truck. 

The calls since our last meeting have been quiet - a few alarm

activations.  A resident in Weekapaug bought property and will be

demolitioning the house and has allowed the fire department to train

on the property.

(e) Report of Moderator Michelle M. Vacca

	Email was received from Linda Chojnicki.  She wrote to the Police

Chief looking to have “Block Watch” signs put up.  Two signs have

been put up, one on Crandall and one on Shirley Drive.

	Moderator was unhappy with the condition she found the beach bath

houses.  They were not cleaned out and many items were left that

should have been removed from the facility or thrown out.  She will



discuss with appropriate personnel.

	A discussion ensued regarding the multiple repairs needed over the

course of the summer in the bathrooms at the beaches.  In addition,

the floors need to be replaced.  Moderator was given a quote to

replace the toilets, in case we do them at the same time the floors are

replaced.  Further discussion will occur in the future.

The Moderator will be out of the country from October 30 – November

7, 2015.  She reminded the board that per charter Clerk Dianne

Vumback is in charge.  Tax Assessor Leone D’Onofrio and

Member-at-Large Marilyn Bellesheim both have the key to the

boardroom in the fire station house.  Additionally, a key to the bath

houses will be given to the Fire Chief.

Clerk to send a letter to the fire department thanking them for inviting

the board to their annual banquet.  It was an excellent event.

A letter was received from the “Make a Wish” foundation thanking the

MFD for their donation through the Centennial celebration.  

A letter was received asking for an electronic gate to be added to

Lawton Avenue.

	Three incentive checks for firemen that were not at the Banquet need

to be distributed.  



	The Moderator received a renewal for our insurance policy from

Mansfield.  The cost of the policy renewal was $2,550 for coverage on

“harassment between an officer and an employee”.  This insurance

was cancelled under the direction of our Solicitor.

	A letter will be sent to the new Member-at-Large detailing our

meeting details.

7.	Agenda Referrals

The following items are referred to the next Board meeting under the

agenda item of New Business:  

		

•	Approval of Minutes of the Meeting held October 21, 2015

•	Discussion of Electronic Gates – Lawton Avenue

			

The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Officers of the Misquamicut

Fire District will be held on Wednesday, November 18, 2015 at 5:00

p.m.  

8.	Adjournment

	There being no further business before the Board, a motion was

made to adjourn the meeting at 6:22 p.m.



ADJOURNED.

							Respectfully submitted,

							Dianne Vumback

							Clerk


