
Middletown Public Schools

Middletown, Rhode Island

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

BUDGET WORKSHOP

Michael S. Pinto Conference Room

Members Present:

Theresa Spengler, Chair 

Kellie DiPalma Simeone, Vice-Chair

Douglas Arnold

William O’Connell

Member Absent:

Liana Fenton

Also Present:

Rosemarie K. Kraeger, Superintendent of Schools

Linda Savastano, Assistant Superintendent

Raquel Pellerin, Business Manager



Peter Anderson, Director of Facilities, Transportation and Safety

Rick Lombardi, Town Council Member

Lynne Dible, Finance Director

Shawn Brown, Town Administrator

	The Budget Workshop was called to order at 5:32 p.m. by Chair

Theresa Spengler.  Administrative staff members present were Donna

Chelf and Linda Beaupre. 

The total cost of all step increases is $238,962.  The cost for an

average teacher with a masters plus some years of experience,

including salary and benefits, is $92,125.  Dental co-pay for teachers

increased from 12 to 15%.  

Level One Budget - General Fund

To date, all increases have been offset by savings.  For certified staff

there was a .25% increase in salary and steps.  Teacher Assistants

and Facilities and Maintenance staff have a .50% increase in salary

and steps.  Severance/buyouts pay has been reduced based on

retirements.  There was a .9% overall decrease in health premiums. 

Other benefit costs include a decrease of .57% in retirement/pension

cost for non-certified staff and an increase of .32% in

retirement/pension cost for certified staff.



In Purchased Property Services, there has been an increase in

snowplowing costs and equipment maintenance and a decrease in

plumbing/maintenance costs and technology/hardware maintenance. 

The total decrease in expenditures is $354,528, or 2.583%.
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The current bus contract ends at the end of the 2014-15 school year. 

More information about the transportation bid will be available at the

end of April.  The bid will combine with all East Bay communities.  We

have the opportunity to opt out and put out an RFP if we do not want

to take part in the bid.  There will be two versions of the bid, one with

and one without bus monitors.  It is anticipated that we will need an

additional bus due to increased enrollment.  There is concern with

one bus being overloaded.   Fuel is a separate cost.  

The revenue loss is due to the funding formula, $157,608, and the

loss in group home aid $72,638.  Mrs. Kraeger said that all needs that

were brought forth are not in this budget.

There is a request for a truck with a snowplow package.  We currently

pay for these services and we bid out for snow removal services at

Gaudet School and Middletown High School.  The budget request for

snow removal is averaged out over the previous 3-4 years.



Mrs. Kraeger asked the committee what the next steps should be.  We

are asking for 2.58%.  Do we go with this number or adjust it?  

The Transmittal Letter and budget need to be to Town Hall by

Monday.  Work is being done on a special education formula.  The

actual cost for the three remaining districts is being reviewed.

MOTION:  1) Kellie DiPalma Simeone, 2) William O’Connell.  To

adjourn from the Budget Workshop at 6:35 p.m.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rosemarie K. Kraeger, Clerk


