
Middletown Public Schools

Middletown, Rhode Island

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

BUDGET WORKSHOP

Michael S. Pinto Conference Room

5:30 p.m.

Members Present:

Theresa Spengler, Chair 

Kellie DiPalma Simeone, Vice-Chair

Liana F. Fenton

Paul Mankofsky

William O’Connell

Also Present:

Rosemarie K. Kraeger, Superintendent of Schools

Linda Savastano, Assistant Superintendent 

Raquel Pellerin, Business Manager

Edward Collins, Facilities Director

Shawn Brown, Town Administrator



Lynne Dible, Town Finance Director

	The Budget Workshop was called to order at 5:35 p.m. 

Administrative staff members present were Stephen Ponte, Gail

Abromitis, Michelle Fonseca, Michael Mancieri, and Linda Beaupre.  

	Capital Improvement Budget – Capital Improvement items were

discussed.

	Building Level Reports – Michelle Fonseca, Principal, reported that

Aquidneck School has been focusing its work on the Common Core

Standards, assessments, and progress monitoring.  Currently,

Aquidneck School has 382 students; 20% with personal literacy plans

and 12% with personal math plans.  The addition of literacy and math

support and intervention support would be helpful for the next school

year.

	Forest Avenue School – Stephen Ponte, Principal, reported that there

has been an improvement in students receiving “4’s”on their report

card.  Afterschool intervention targets students who are below grade

level.  The math goal is to have all students meet “adequate yearly

progress”.  The school-wide reading goal is to have 9 out of 10

students reading on grade level.

  	J.H. Gaudet School – Michael Mancieri, Principal, reported that the

main goal is to have 100% of students showing growth in the areas of

both reading and math.  A major focus is on students that need help

and students that need to be challenged.  The schools organization

chart is significantly different than last year.  There are no Grade

Leaders, but there are two Assistant Principals and two Lead



Teachers.  Enrollment is the same as last year.  There are 292

students who receive free and reduced hot lunch.  There are 21

students categorized as “homeless” and the ELL population has

decreased.  Gaudet School needs double math blocks and possibly

double reading blocks, but there is not the staff to support this.  

	MHS – Gail Abromitis, Principal, reported on the high school.  Goals

include offering a diverse and challenging curriculum that focuses on

student achievement, as well as offering a wide array of activities that

provide students with opportunities to grow and find their own niche. 

There are currently 82 staff members.  There will be a need to

increase staff in the areas of health and physical education because

BEP now requires students to have health instruction in grade 9.  A .6

or .8 Health teacher would be needed.  The scheduling process has

been moved up to accommodate parents and let them know what is

available.  More STEM support would be useful.

	There are currently 692 students.  This number includes 16 ELL

students and 138 students with an IEP.  There are 145 students with

PLP’s.  The graduation rate is 93%.  Middletown High School is above

the state average on SAT’s.  There are currently 55 students involved

in virtual high school.  

	Level I Revenue Projections – This section will be reported on at the

February 13th School Committee Meeting.  

MOTION:  1) William O’Connell,  2) Liana Fenton.  To adjourn from the

Budget Workshop at 7:15 p.m.  Unanimous vote.



Respectfully Submitted,

Rosemarie K. Kraeger, Clerk


