
Minutes of the East Greenwich School Committee 

 Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Archie R. Cole Middle School Library 

100 Cedar Avenue 

  East Greenwich, RI 02818

6:42p.m.  Executive Session,  Mr. Durant  made a motion to go into

executive session for discussion and/or action regarding those items

of business exempt from open meetings under General Laws of

Rhode Island  §42-46-5(a) (2) Teacher Contract Negotiations.  Mr.

Martin seconded the motion which passed 7-0.   

Those in attendance were Dr. Deidre Gifford, Chair; Mr. Robert

Durant, Vice-Chair; Mr. David Green; Mr. Jack Sommer; Mrs. Mary

Ellen Winters; Mr. Paul Martin, and Mrs. Susan Records.  Dr. Victor

Mercurio, Superintendent and Attorney Matthew Oliverio were also

present.     

7:05p.m. Regular Meeting

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Deidre Gifford, Chair.  Dr.

Gifford recognized and thanked Mr. Robert Durant and Mr. Paul

Martin for their years of service on the School Committee.  A formal

recognition will take place during the Swearing In Ceremony on

November 26, 2012.  

 



I.	Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

The meeting commenced with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

II.	Public Comments

There were no public comments.

III.	Recognitions

The following recognitions were made:

	a. Aleksandra Drljaca-EGHS-Girls’ Tennis State Singles Champion

	b. Unified Volleyball Team-EGHS-Division I State Champions 

IV.	School Committee Scholarship Award-Jaimee Dorsey 

Mr. Paul Martin presented Ms. Jaimee Dorsey with a $1,000 check. 

Ms. Dorsey is currently enrolled at Rhode Island College.  

V.	Approval of Minutes 

	On a motion by Mr. Durant, which was seconded by Mr. Martin, the

regular and executive	minutes for October 16, 2012 and the regular

minutes for October 30, 2012 were approved 6-0.  	Mrs. Records

abstained.  

VI.	Superintendent’s Report

	Dr. Mercurio gave the Committee an update on Meadowbrook Farms.

Mobile bookcases arrived 	a few weeks ago and the plastic bins were

picked up last week.  The white boards still have not 	arrived.   The

Director of Student Services position is posted on School Spring.  So

far thirteen 	applications have been received. Eight are from within

state and four are out of state.  	Professional organizations have been

contacted regarding this posting.  Two other districts in the 	state are

also seeking applicants for a similar position; Warwick and

Narragansett.  The position 	will remain open until filled.  Dr. Mercurio



would like one School Committee member on the 	interview team. 

Interviews will take place after the Thanksgiving break.  The third

forum on  	Teacher Excellence will take place on Thursday, November

15, 2012 in the Cole chorus room.   	This forum will examine the

Rhode Island Educator Evaluation System.  Maryann Snider 	from the

Rhode Island Department of Education will join the discussion.  Mrs.

Meyer and Mr. 	Seger will also present. PTG will provide

refreshments. Dr. Gifford would like the forum 	taped 	so it can be

available on the website for the community. Dr. Mercurio thanked

outgoing School 	Committee members Mr. Robert Durant and Mr.

Paul Martin for their work on the School 	Committee. He noted it has

been a pleasure and honor to work with and for them.   

 VII.	School Committee Concerns

	Mr. Martin asked where the district is in the process of dedicating the

athletic fields.  Dr. 	Mercurio discussed the necessity of a Charge to

move forward.  Dr. Gifford asked Mrs. Winters if 	the Fields’

Committee can reconvene to discuss scheduling and other issues. 

Mrs. Winters noted 	there is discussion that needs to be made with

folks from the town first.

VIII.	Action Items

	a.  Appointments

	On a motion by Mr. Durant, which was seconded by Mr. Sommer,

appointments #1, 2, 4, 5, and  	6 were unanimously approved 7-0.

 		1.  Yearbook Advisor-Cole Middle School-Katie Cohen  

		2.  Office Secretary –Meadowbrook Farms-Melissa Ferriera

		4.  Volunteer Coach-Boy’s Hockey-EGHS-Chris Dellagrotta



		5.  Volunteer Coach-Boys’ Hockey-EGHS-Chad Wingren

		6.  Volunteer Coach-Boys’ Hockey-EGHS-Don Dunwoody

	

	On a motion by Mr. Durant, which was seconded by Mrs. Winters,

appointment #3 was approved 	6-0.  Mr. Green abstained. 

 		3.  Social Studies Teacher-Cole – 1 Year only-Kathleen Green

		

	On a motion by Mr. Martin, which was seconded by Mrs. Winters,

appointment #7 was approved 	5-0.  Dr. Gifford voted no and Mrs.

Records abstained.  

		7.  Volunteer Coach-Boys’ Basketball-EGHS-Paul Records

	On a motion by Mr. Durant, which was seconded by Mr. Sommer, the

Committee voted 7-0 to 	approve appointments #apt#8,

9,10,11,12,13,14,15.

 		8.  Asst Coach-Boys’ Varsity Basketball-EGHS-Don Bowen

		9.  Head Coach-Boys’ Wrestling-EGHS-Mike Penza

		10. Head Coach-Girls’ Indoor Track-EGHS-Kyle Mushaweh

		11. Asst Coach-Girls’ Basketball-EGHS-Tori Ahrens

		12. Head Coach-Boys’ Hockey-EGHS-Sean Fahey

		13. Head Coach-Boys’ Basketball-Cole-Joe Szymkowicz

		14. Head Coach-Girls’ Competition Cheerleading-EGHS-Fay

Etchingham

		15. Head Coach-Boys’ Indoor Track-EGHS-Peter Dion

	Appointments #16, 17, and 18 were tabled.  



		16. Head Coach-Girls’ Swim-EGHS 

		17. Head Coach-Boys’ Swim-EGHS 

		18. Head Coach Varsity Girls’ Basketball-EGHS 

	On a motion by Mr. Durant, which was seconded by Mrs. Winters, the

Committee voted 7-0 to 	approve appointment #19  subject to

approval of all pertinent certification and paperwork.  	

 		19. Girls’ Basketball-Cole -Kelly Kramer 

 

		

	b.  Parental leave request-Galen Ryley 

	c.  Parental leave extension request-Kerianne Tarro  

	On a motion by Mr. Durant, which was seconded by Mrs. Winters, the

Committee voted 7-0 to 	approve parental leave request #b and

parental leave extension #c.

	d.  Home School Requests

	Dr. Mercurio recommended The Committee deny requests #1, 2, 3,

and 4 because the requests are 	not consistent with the School

Committee’s Home School policy.  Mr. Durant noted the 	Committee

needs to adhere to policy and once the families’ provide the



paperwork, the requests 	should be approved.  Dr. Gifford added that

each request speaks of an annual progress report 	which is not

consistent with district policy which requests quarterly reports.  Also

some requests 	did not provide an overview of the curriculum to be

used, and a detailed description of the 	instruction to be provided. 

Dr. Gifford asked for a motion to approve the home school requests. 

	There was no motion to approve.  Dr. Gifford then asked for a motion

to deny the requests.  On a 	motion by Mr. Durant, which was

seconded by Mr. Martin, the Committee voted 7-0 to deny 	home

school requests #1, 2, 3, and 4.  

		1. Grade 9 and Grade 10

		2. Grade 9

		3. Grade 6

		4.  Grade 11

IX.	School Committee Reports

	a.  Health and Wellness Committee- Mrs. Records, Chair 

	Mrs. Records discussed the new Health and Wellness subpage on

the EGSD website. She 	thanked Chris DiMeglio and Jessica Patrolia

for their support in creating and posting to the site.  	Mrs. Records

and Mrs. Patrolia met with principals’ today and asked for a

representative from 	their school for the Health and Wellness

Committee.  Mrs. Records presented statistics on drug 	use that were

compiled during the 2011-12 school year.  Mr. Houghtaling told Mrs.

Records this 	year’s numbers are lower than last year.   The statistics

presented only represent drug use in the 	schools and do not include

the overall town. The School Committee would like Mr. Houghtaling



	to come to the next meeting with school and town statistics.  

X.      	Adjournment 

	On a motion by Mr. Durant, which was seconded by Mr. Martin, the

Committee voted 7-0 to 	adjourn at 7:42p.m.  

	

CHRISTINE DIMEGLIO

SECRETARY


