
 
Description of graphic: RI State Seal an anchor in gold behind a blue wheelchair logo. Just below is a blue banner with the state motto “Hope”. All are in the center of a ring of 8 blue stars, in groups of 2 separated by the logos for Braille, hearing aids, low vision and 

amplified phone. 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 
Accessibility Committee Agenda 
Tuesday, July 8th, 2014 @ 2 PM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 

Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 

(e-mail) Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov    (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 
 

Attendees: Ron McMinn (Committee Chair);  Carmen Boucher; Joe Cirillo; & Judi 
Drew; Colleen Polselli; & Jack Ringland  
Absentees: Nicholas J. Capobianco Jr.; Paul DePace;  Arthur Plitt, & Harvey Salvas 

Guests:  
Staff: Bob Cooper 

  

 
Clock graphic 

2:00 PM Call to Order, Minutes & Vice-Chair Nominations, Ron McMinn, Chairperson 
 Chair calls the meeting to order at 2:09 PM 

 Introductions of Commissioners and guests  

 
voting  check off 

graphic 

MOTION: To adopt the minutes of the previous meeting, as presented/ 
Motion moved by JC, seconded by CB  passed unanimously 

  

 
Phone Call Graphic 

2:05 PM Status of Accessibility Activities and Complaints, Christopher DeGrave 
(written) 

Purpose/Goal: To report to the committee the status of accessibility 
related activities and complaints.  

 

 RIDOT ADA Committee- Utility Company Policy & Summit, Technical Infeasibility 
Determination Policy Trainings, Sidewalk & Curb-Ramp Study Update  

 The RIDOT ADA Committee has been working diligently to complete the 
RIDOT ADA Transition Plan with my assistance. Bob Cooper and  I were invited to 
a presentation on a new web-portal system allowing all designers/ 
contractors/architects to look at roadways, intersections and traffic devices from a 
computer. Google imaging provides realistic sidewalk views of current conditions.  
In early June- RIDOT held a public utilities summit to introduce its new policy on 
accessibility. Utility companies were explained that if accessibility is impacted by 
repair or construction that they WILL be held accountable by RIDOT. In April - June 
I partnered with the ADA Coordinator from the RIDOT and trained all of the 
departments contractors and architects on technical infeasibility. This will hopefully 
eliminate issues with contractors not doing anything when they see something 
designed or built as inaccessible. There must ALWAYS be a definitive reason and a 
proposed solution or accommodation.  
 RI Emergency Management Advisory Council – Emergency Communications, 

Hurricane Conference, Coordination w/ RI Special Needs Registry & RIEMA  
• The RIEMA Emergency Management Advisory Council has been hard at work 
in the last several months gearing up for the 2014 hurricane season. Working with 
the Lieutenant Governor, we have edited the State Emergency Operations Plan to 
better plan for people with disabilities through pro-active training and awareness. 
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RIEMA held the statewide hurricane conference last week and over 25 people with 
disabilities were in attendance. RIEMA has been continuously working with the 
RIDOH and the RI Special Needs Registry to locate, identify the needs of and 
prepare those with disabilities for disasters. Furthermore I was involved with 
conducting eight (8) emergency preparedness training for people with disabilities 
and their care-givers during April-May. We conducted a 3 hours training with 
preparedness materials and giveaways to increase awareness of the ADA and 
personal emergency preparedness.  
 Cumberland Diamond Hill State Park Renovation Project Design Completion  
• Over the last year, I have been working with the Town of Cumberland on the 
designs for the new music pavilion at the Diamond Hill State Park/ Ski Area.  The 
plans are completed with total accessibility in mind. Features include accessible 
seat and viewing areas from every venue level, accessible elevated walkways and 
accessible fishing areas. MA Emergency Management Advisory Council has been 
hard at work in the last several months gearing up for the 2014 hurricane season. I 
look forward to seeing the funding being approved for construction as the GCD was 
well involved in the design of this accessible venue.  
 RIDEM Galilee Boat Ramp Improvement Project Completion   

1. On Friday June 27th the new and accessible Galilee Boat Ramp was opened 
to the public. RI Governor Lincoln Chafee and RIDEM Director Janet Coit led the 
ribbon cutting. The State of Rhode Island is now home to over ten accessible boat 
ramps.  
 School Accessibility & Voting Access Projects  

1. My Help America Vote Act work is still on-going. I personally inspected over 
300 polling places and have coordinated grant applications from 20+ communities 
to increase accessibility to the polls. Many of the issues are sidewalk, walkway and 
ramp repair/ maintenance. We are hoping that the 150k plus we will authorize to 
repair the polls will have a lasting and increasing affect among voters with 
disabilities.  
 Local Accessibility Complaints Update  
• As the weather became warmer, so did my phone. It would appear that we 
have made quite the name for ourselves and most definitely have the word out 
about who we are and what we do. I have been receiving on average 6-8 
complaints a week and more than 10-15 for technical assistance. Many of the 
complaints are filed for disability parking and physical access complaints for Title III 
(Public) entities. Many of them are easy resolved with minor, low-cost modification, 
staff training and disability awareness. Many people seem to WANT to help people 
with disabilities they just do not know what is required and what is NOT.  

 

2:10 Status of RICAP Accessibility Renovation Projects, Bob Cooper, Executive 
Secretary   

Purpose/Goal: To report to the committee the status of accessibility 
renovation projects as of June 30, 2014, Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary 

 

Facility Status Amount 
URI Building 53A  Tootell Gymnasium (Student Athletic 
Development Center) - 

Completed & paid $258,430  

URI Meade Stadiums - handrail modification Completed & paid $18,400  
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Facility Status Amount 
URI Building 84 Roosevelt Hall  Completed & paid $8,000  
URI Fire Safety Design In progress, invoiced $4,920 
RIC Interior Accessibility Survey In progress, invoiced $29,266 
National Guard Design Completed & invoiced $1,170 
Total Paid and/or Invoiced  $326,275 
Amount remaining of FY 2014 Budget (Use or Lose)  $223,725 
 

Action Items: 

 
Ramp graphic 

2:15 Accessibility Capital Plan Update & Approval, Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary  

Purpose/Goal: To discuss and update the RI Accessibility Renovations 
Capital Plan for fiscal years FY 2016 – 2020.  

House Fiscal Advisor’s Explanation of the FY 2015-2019 RICAP Budget 
Governor’s Commission on Disabilities 

Projects Status 5 Year Total Project Total
Facility Renovations Revised 7,000,000$        8,521,186$        

Total 7,000,000$        8,521,186$        

Sources of Funds
Rhode Island Capital Funds 7,000,000$        8,521,186$        

Total 7,000,000$        8,521,186$        
 

 
Summary.  The Governor’s Commission on Disabilities requested facility renovation projects totaling $26.5 
million from Rhode Island Capital Plan funds.  The request includes $12.2 million to be used in the five-year 
period.  The request is $10.0 million more from Rhode Island Capital Plan funds to reflect the funding requested 
last year but not approved.  The Governor recommends $9.0 million in total expenditures which is $17.0 million 
less than requested and $3.7 million less than the approved capital plan.  The Governor recommended merging all 
Commission capital projects into a single project.  The Assembly included $8.5 million from Rhode Island 
Capital Plan funds including $7.0 million for the FY 2015 through FY 2019 period.  
 
Facility Renovations.  The Commission requested $26.0 million to fund four separate accessibility projects 
described below.  The Governor recommended $9.0 million from Rhode Island Capital Plan funds in total 
expenditures including $7.5 million from FY 2015 to FY 2019. This includes $1.0 million in FY 2015, $1.5 million 
each in FY 2016, FY 2017, and FY 2018 and $2.0 million in FY 2019.  The Governor recommended merging all 
components of the accessibility project listed below into a single project.  Total funding is $3.7 million less than the 
approved plan.  The Assembly included $8.5 million from Rhode Island Capital Plan funds including $7.0 
million for the FY 2015 through FY 2019 to reflect a project delays and reduced overall funding for the 
project. 
 
Accessibility to Higher Education.  The Commission requested $13.1 million from Rhode Island Capital Plan 
funds for renovation projects at the institutions of higher education which is $7.1 million more than the approved 
capital plan, of which $6.0 million is to be used in the five-year period covered by the current request.  The 
Commission’s request includes elements of the project that were previously requested but not recommended by the 
Governor or approved by the Assembly.  The project includes improving elevators, access, pathways, signage and 
parking at state-owned buildings in order to assure access for individuals with disabilities.  Projects are prioritized 
based on the results of a statewide accessibility survey the Commission completed in FY 2012.  The Governor 
recommended funding for one comprehensive project as described above.  The Assembly concurred. 
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Accessibility to Open Meetings.  The Commission requested $7.0 million from Rhode Island Capital Plan funds 
for facility renovation projects to remove structural barriers at four state owned facilities that are used for public 
meetings.  This is $3.9 million more than the approved plan primarily for the post FY 2019 period.  The 
Commission’s request includes elements of the project that were previously requested but not recommended by the 
Governor or approved by the Assembly.  The current request includes $3.0 million from Rhode Island Capital Plan 
funds for FY 2016 through FY 2019 and $4.0 million for post FY-2019. Projects are prioritized based on the results 
of a statewide accessibility survey completed in FY 2012.  The Governor recommended funding this as part of one 
comprehensive project as described above.  The Assembly concurred. 
 
Accessibility to Disability Service Providers.  The Commission requested $5.3 million from Rhode Island Capital 
Plan funds of which $2.3 million is to be used from FY 2014 to FY 2019 for facility renovation projects at 
disability service provider facilities and is $3.2 million more than enacted for several elevators, including one at the 
Groden Center.  The Commission’s request includes elements of the project that were previously requested but not 
recommended by the Governor or approved by the Assembly.  
 
Approved funding will be used to renovate state-owned long term care and community based facilities, including 
the removal of structural barriers in order to promote increased independence.  Projects are prioritized based on the 
results of a statewide accessibility survey the Commission completed in FY 2012.  It should be noted that half of 
these projects are for facilities owned by private providers.  The Governor recommended funding this as part of one 
comprehensive project as described above.  The Assembly concurred. 
 
Accessibility Fire Safety Renovations.  The Commission requested $1.1 million for use during FY 2015 through 
FY 2019 for facilities renovations in order to remove fire safety hazards from 20 state-owned facilities.  This is $0.8 
million more than the approved capital plan from Rhode Island Capital Plan funds to reflect additional projects at 
state owned facilities.  The Commission’s request includes elements of the project that were previously requested 
but not approved by the Assembly.  These improvements include creating areas of retreat where individuals that 
require an elevator can wait for firefighters to arrive in the event that an elevator is not operational and the 
installation of two-way radios so these individuals can have a line of communication with the fire department.  
Projects are prioritized based on the results of a statewide accessibility survey the Commission completed in FY 
2012.  The Governor recommended funding this as part of one comprehensive project as described above.  The 
Assembly concurred. 
The Committee uses the following criteria to determine the priority of renovations: 
a)                 Group I. Facilities and Systems housing programs providing direct services primarily 
to people with disabilities and facilities utilized for open meetings and judicial facilities; 
b)                 Group II. Facilities and Systems housing programs that provide a direct service to 
the General Public; and 
c)                  Group III. Facilities and Systems housing administrative and support services that 
could, if accessible, expand employment opportunities for workers with disabilities. Within each 
group, facilities are prioritized using the following criteria: 
(i)               Significance of service (would it be frequented more than another); 
(ii)             Incidence of use; 
(iii)          Unique service; 
(iv)            Duplication of services elsewhere; 
(v)               Life-sustaining services; 
(vi)            Effect on quality of life; 
(vii)           Geographic criteria or regionalization; and 
(viii)        Service could be rendered by an adjoining office or elsewhere in the facility. 
d)                 The Committee then considers the potential for operating funds being used to 
complete renovations (for maintenance or repair of existing access improvements, low cost 
renovations, or equipment with a short life cycle).  
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voting  check off 

graphic 

MOTION: To recommend the Commission adopt  the RI Capital Plan: 
Accessibility Renovations 2016 - 2020 as follows, grouped by the type of 
service provided by the facility:  
1) Fire Safety, limited to already accessible floors: 

a) Path of travel to the areas of rescue assistance;  
b) Areas of rescue assistance; and 
c) Communication from areas of rescue assistance and the “fire box”; 

2) Disability Service providers; 
3) Location of Open Meetings, limited to the: 

a) Path of travel from entrance to meeting room and restrooms; 
b) Meeting room; & 
c) Restrooms on the floor of the meeting room; 

4) Serving  the General Public; and 
5) Administrative.  
Services need to be moved out of these facilities, and relocated in 
accessible facilities (or facilities that can be made accessible at lower 
cost): 
1) MAP Residential Counseling  
2) Building 56 Mathias: Providence Center  
3) Bridgemark Addiction Recovery  
4) Groden Center (Providence) 
5) Building 53 Administration Office A -  Parole Board (from upper floor) 
6) Building 15 - John Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts – Music 

Department (from 3rd floor) 
Motion moved by JD, seconded by JR, passed unanimously 

 

Accessibility Renovation Facilities  Occupant Priority Total 
Priority Number 1: Fire Safety    
Building 166 SStarbirth Treatment Center BHDDH Fire 1.01 $14,442  
Building 56 Mathias: Providence Center  BHDDH Fire 1.02 $21,687  
MAP Residential Counseling  BHDDH Fire 1.03 $54,158  
Building 50 Adolph Meyer  BHDDH Fire 1.04 $150,438  
Building 54 Simpson Hall BHDDH Fire 1.05 OM $82,440  
State House  DoA Fire 1.06 OM $120,350  
Building John Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts RIC Fire 1.07 OM $13,133  
Stedman Government Center DoA Fire 1.08 OM $142,037  
William Powers Building DoA Fire 1.09 OM $30,689  
RI College Interior Fire Safety upgrades RIC Fire 2.01 $240,700  
Building 80 Ranger Hall URI Fire 2.02 $105,306  
Building 41 Fine Arts Center URI Fire 2.03 $15,044  
Building 09 White Hall URI Fire 2.04 $59,573  
Building 68 Pastore Chemical Laboratory   URI Fire 2.05 $32,495  
Building 60 Carothers Library URI Fire 2.06 $36,105  
Building 106 Woodward Hall URI Fire 2.07 $95,678  
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Accessibility Renovation Facilities  Occupant Priority Total 
Building 53 Hutchinson Residence Hall  URI Fire 2.08 $54,158  
Building 84 Roosevelt Hall URI Fire 2.09 $54,158  
Building 31 Davis Hall URI Fire 2.10 $45,131  
Building 66 Morrill Science URI Fire 2.11 $64,989  
Building 79 Quinn Hall URI Fire 2.12 $41,521  
Building 48 Bernadette Guay DoC Fire 2.13 $15,646  
Building 55 Benjamin Rush DHS Fire 3.01 $108,315  
Fire Safety Total                23.00  $1,598,190  
Priority # 2 Disability Services    
Groden Cowesett (Residential)  DCYF                1.01  $254,540  
Building 60 Regan  BHDDH                1.03  $463,973  
Building 58 Harrington Hall: Homeless Shelter  BHDDH                1.04  $22,867  
Building 50 Adolph Meyer  BHDDH                1.05  $2,233,636  
Disability Services Total                  4.00  $2,975,016  
Priority # 3 Open Meetings    
State House  DoA 1.01 OM $241,230  
Building 52 Barry Hall  BHDDH 1.02 OM $521,230  
Building 15 John Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts RIC 1.03 OM $7,823  
Cannon Building  DoH 1.04 OM $18,654  
Old State House - A&E HPHC 1.05 OM $10,000  
Open Meetings Total                  5.00  $798,936  
Priority # 4 General Public    
Building 54 Simpson Hall BHDDH                2.01  $601,527  
Building 38 Aime Forand/DMV pathway DoR                2.02  $28,884  
Building 42 Henry Barnard Laboratory School RIC                2.03  $14,442  
Building 36 Mary A. Weber Residence Hall  RIC                2.04  $36,857  
Building 38 Horace Mann Hall  RIC                2.05  $36,105  
Building 39 Schofield Armory  RING                2.06  $78,829  
Aquarium Building URI                2.07  $22,265  
Horn Laboratory & Fish Laboratory URI                2.08  $26,477  
Ocean Technology Building URI                2.09  $33,096  
Sheets Building URI                2.10  $24,070  
Environmental Education Center Mouse House URI                2.11  $27,079  
Building 08 Outreach Programs  RIC                2.00  $78,228  
Building 17 Roberts Hall RIC                2.00  $13,479  
Building 22 John E. Fogarty Life Science Building  RIC                2.00  $50,547  
Building 32 President's House  RIC                2.00  $34,902  
Building 33 David E. Sweet Residence Hall  RIC                2.00  $103,982  
Building 35 Charles B. Willard Residence Hall RIC                2.00  $210,643  
Building 37 Mary Tucker Thorp Residence Hall  RIC                2.00  $213,621  
RI College Campus Access Pathways  RIC                2.00  $1,900,369  
Aquarium Annex URI                2.00  $35,503  
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Accessibility Renovation Facilities  Occupant Priority Total 
Atmospheric Chemistry/ RINSC  URI                2.00  $35,503  
Marine Building URI                2.00  $21,061  
Marine Ecosystem Research Lab URI                2.00  $21,061  
Building 80 Ranger Hall URI                2.00  $906,597  
Building 41 Fine Arts Center URI                2.00  $90,263  
Kingston Campus pathways I URI                2.00  $1,159,784  
Building 68 Pastore Chemical Laboratory   URI                2.00  $14,442  
Building 60 Carothers Library URI                2.00  $15,044  
Building 53 Hutchinson Residence Hall  URI                2.00  $1,215,535  
Building 106 Woodward Hall URI                2.00  $78,228  
Building 07 Kelley Hall Annex URI                2.00  $19,858  
Building 22 Chafee Social Science Center URI                2.00  $12,637  
Building 99 Tucker Residence Hall  URI                2.00  $1,576,585  
Kingston Campus pathways II URI                2.00  $579,892  
OARS Boathouse  URI                2.00  $366,692  
Whispering Pines - Maple/Nettles URI                2.00  $24,070  
Woodvale Farm House (upper area) URI                2.00  $20,460  
Woodvale Farm Lower Area URI                2.00  $24,070  
Building 41 Fine Arts Center URI                2.00  $1,224,561  
Building 84 Roosevelt Hall URI                2.00  $1,225,163  
Building 31 Davis Hall URI                2.00  $1,215,535  
Building 79 Quinn Hall URI                2.00  $23,468  
Building 12 Prison/High Security DoC                2.00  $88,457  
Buildings 15, 155 Prison/Jail/Intake Center Building DoC                2.00  $90,263  
Building 48 Bernadette Guay DoC                2.00  $39,716  
Serving the General Public Total                45.00  $13,659,848  
Priority  # 5 Administrative    
John O. Pastore Center Campus Access Pathways DoA                3.00  $1,353,907  
Building 34 Adminstrative Offices/Maximum Security DoC                3.00  $96,280  
Building 51 Administrative Offices B DoC                3.00  $32,182  
Building 55 Benjamin Rush DHS                3.00  $95,678  
State Office Building DoT                3.00  $12,035  
Building 49 Virks EOHHS                3.00  $3,009  
Building 01 Information Services  RIC                3.00  $29,215  
Building 41 Faculty Center  RIC                3.00  $77,024  
Building 02 Offices RIC                3.00  $78,558  
Building 06 Education Management Collaborative  RIC                3.00  $144,420  
Building 26 Offices  RIC                3.00  $89,360  
Building 28 Physical Plant Building RIC                3.00  $13,900  
 Administrative Total                12.00  $2,025,569  
To be Relocated    
MAP Residential Counseling  BHDDH Relocate $1,116,246  
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Accessibility Renovation Facilities  Occupant Priority Total 
Building 56 Mathias: Providence Center  BHDDH Relocate $526,321  
Bridgemark Addiction Recovery  BHDDH Relocate $1,573,426  
Groden Center (Providence) DCYF Relocate $1,215,535  
Building 53 Administration Office A -  Parole Board DoC Relocate $1,405,459  
Building 15 - John Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts RIC Relocate Music Dept. $236,203  
Relocation Total                  6.00  $6,073,190  
Total (unduplicated count)                72.00  $27,130,749  
 

 
calendar graphic 

3:25 Agenda and Scheduling the Next Meeting, Ron McMinn, Committee Chair 
Next meeting will be on Monday August 25, 2014 2 – 3 PM. 
Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda: 

1. Develop the Accessibility Committee’s strategic plan for FY 15 & FY 16 

 
alarm clock graphic 

3:30 PM Adjournment, Ron McMinn, Committee Chair 
Chair adjourned the meeting at: 4:10 pm 
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