
 
Description of graphic: RI State Seal an anchor 

in gold behind a blue wheelchair logo. Just 
below is a blue banner with the state motto 

“Hope”. All are in the center of a ring of 8 blue 
stars, in groups of 2 separated by the logos for 
Braille, hearing aids, low vision and amplified 

phone. 
 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 
Accessibility Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
March 5th, 2012   2:00-3:30 PM 

John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 

(voice) 401-462-0108 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 
(e-mail) Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 
 

 
Attendees: 

 
Ron McMinn, Joe Cirillo, Nicholas J. Capobianco Jr, Paul DePace 

 

Guests:  

Staff: Bob Cooper, Harvey Salvas, Christopher DeGrave 
 

 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 
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Call to Order and Acceptance of the 
Minutes 

Ron McMinn, Vice-
Chairperson 

2:00

 Chair calls the meeting to order at 2:05pm 
Introductions of Committee Members   

MOTION (1): To approve the minutes from the previous meeting as presented/ revised/ 
edited.  
Motion by: J. Cirillo 
Seconded: Nicholas J. Capobianco Jr. 
Committee Vote Unanimous 

 Action Items: 

 
telephone 
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Accessibility Compliance: 
a. Current Complaints 
b. RIDOT Access Committee 

Update  

 
Christopher DeGrave 

 

 Purpose/Goal: Review & Update members of the Committee  

 Discussion: Discuss current compliance complaints as well as discuss 
recent work of the RIDOT ADA Committee. 

 Many recent parking and physical access complaints (many to healthcare 
facilities) – All issues resolved without formal complaint or hearing.  

 C. DeGrave attending the National ADA Symposium 2012 in Orlando for 5 
days. Taking several classes regarding the new ADA 2010 standards. 

 NEADA Center- RFP for a Municipal Training Event for local government 
officials. Purpose is to engage locals (step by step process) to identify and 
address physical access barriers. – Pawtucket RI has applied- 1000$ to be 
awarded for advanced costs.  

 RIDOT ADA Committee & Transition Plan Manager continues to work diligently 

mailto:Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov
http://www.disabilities.ri.gov/


on the various aspects for the RIDOT Transition Plan. Latest work includes the 
Technical Infeasibility Policy, Accessible Pedestrian Signal Project and Curb-
Ramp Project Plan Schedule. RIDOT representative to be making a 
presentation on latest projects at April meeting.  

 C. DeGrave has recommended Marc Malkasian, RIDOT Transition Plan Manager 
be appointed to the RIGCD Accessibility Committee (TBD) 
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MOTION: None  
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Access Committee Project Update:  
Groden Center   
 

Harvey Salvas 

 Purpose/Goal: Review & Update members of the Committee 

 Discussion:  
(1) Discuss & review latest information on access committee projects  
(2) Discuss & review Groden Center Project & latest project budget 
update. 

 Groden Center Project Design & Approval is underway- Revised plans are in 
plan review with the RI Building Code Commission- following this process (upon 
approval) project will go to out to bid. 

 Added cost to project $ may occur due to lengthy project timeline of 5+ years. 
Committee must be aware of this (may limit other project spending in the 
future) 
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MOTION: None  
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General Obligation Bond Project 
Update 

Bob Cooper  
 

 Purpose/Goal: Review & Update members of the Committee  

 Discussion:  
(1) Discuss & review latest information on general obligation bond  
(2) Discuss & review bond priorities & ADA projects 

 B. Cooper had a Senate Finance Committee Meeting regarding the GO Bond 
and its project evolution. (Meeting went very well) 

 Individual agencies a re very receptive to applying individual agency bond 
funds to accessibility repairs and projects as identified in our research.  

 Request being made for additional annual capital funding for project repairs  
 Meetings to follow to continue to coordinate inter-agency efforts- other options 
to be explored for access repairs.  

 Many agencies have picked-up smaller ADA projects to be self-funded 
ventures.  
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MOTION: None  
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Open Meeting Update: RIGCD 
Assistive Listening Devices 

Harvey Salvas, 
Christopher DeGrave 

 Purpose/Goal: Update members of the Committee & Request Funding for 
Listening Devices  

 Discussion:  
(1) Discuss government agency & municipal open meetings act 

project and latest updates.  
(2) Discuss RIGCD need for new assistive listening devices 

(potential purchase)  
• RIGCD Listening Devices are 22 years old- In disrepair and batteries are no 

longer attainable from vendors.  
• Current system is broken and we are borrowing devices. New hand-held 

devices are approx. 150-175$ each with all accessories. (Three official quotes 
to be received) 
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MOTION: Motion to purchase (2) sets of assistive listening devices including 
headsets and neck-loops for use during RIGCD public meetings. Cost will not 
exceed a total of $350.00 
Motion by: Paul DePace 
Seconded: Nicholas J. Capobianco Jr. 
Committee Vote Unanimous 
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Committee Announcements 
 

Ron McMinn 3:20 

 Congratulation to Harvey Salvas, whom will be retiring from the 
Governor’s Commission on Disabilities on April 6th! The Access 
Committee wishes Harvey a very happy retirement.   
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Agenda and Scheduling the Next 
Meeting 

Ron McMinn 3:25

 Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda: 
RIDOT ADA Transition Plan Update  
 

 Next meeting will be on: April 30th, 2012 @ 2pm 
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Adjournment Ron McMinn 3:30
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MOTION: To adjourn @ 3:30pm 
Motion by: Nicholas J. Capobianco Jr. 
Seconded: Paul DePace 
Committee Vote Unanimous 

 


