
 
Description of graphic: RI State Seal an anchor 

in gold behind a blue wheelchair logo. Just 
below is a blue banner with the state motto 

“Hope”. All are in the center of a ring of 8 blue 
stars, in groups of 2 separated by the logos for 
Braille, hearing aids, low vision and amplified 

phone. 
 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 
Accessibility Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
October 24th, 2011   2:00-3:30 PM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 

Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0108 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 

(e-mail) Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 
 

 

 
Attendees: 

 
 
Ronald McMinn (Vice Chair), Joseph A. Cirillo, Paul De Pace,  
 

Absent: Kate McCarthy-Barnett(Chair), Arthur Plitt, John Desautel, Monsignor 
Sabourin, Katie Lowe, Kathleen Samways, Nicholas J. Capobianco Jr. 

Guests:  

Staff: Bob Cooper, Harvey Salvas, Chris DeGrave,  
 

 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

 
Clock graphic 

Call to Order and Acceptance of the 
Minutes 

Ron McMinn, Vice-
Chairperson 

2:10

 Chair calls the meeting to order at 2:10pm 
Introductions of Committee Members and Guests  
Vice-Chair Discussion, Seat Nominations & Vote 

 
MOTION: (1) To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented/ revised. 
Motion by:  Joe Cirillo, Seconded by: Paul DePace 
Vote Passes: Unanimous 
 
MOTION: (2) To accept the nomination of Mr. Ronald McMinn to continue as the vice-
chairperson of the Accessibility Committee. 
Motion by:  Joe Cirillo, Seconded by: Paul DePace 
Vote Passes: Unanimous 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

 Action Items: 

 
telephone 
complaint 
graphic 

Accessibility Compliance: 
a. Current Complaints 
b. RIDOT Access Committee Update 

 
Christopher DeGrave 

 

 Purpose/Goal: Review & Update members of the Committee  

 Discussion: Discuss current compliance complaints as well as discuss 
recent work of the RIDOT ADA Committee. 

 Disability Parking, utility poles, trees and sidewalk maintenance top 
issues in last several months.   

 Several complaints regarding City Of Pawtucket concerning roadway 
projects (beyond maintenance) requiring ADA sidewalk modification 
w/ none completed. Several projects in Pawtucket currently being 
investigated.  

o City is extremely cooperative with ADA understanding and 
general outlook for repairs.  

 Utilities and poles becoming a major problem in RI. Cases almost 
one a week coming in regarding the placement of a utility pole on a 
sidewalk (blocking or impeding access) limiting clearances less than 
required by federal law.   

o Contact National Grid/ Verizon & RI Public Utilities Commission 
for awareness & understanding of issues.  

o Provide mandatory training for all entities involved.  
 

 RIDOT ADA Committee 
o RIGCD staff continues to work/ assist on RIDOT federal 

transition plan- C. DeGrave working with Marc Malkasian of the 
DOT to ensure state and federal compliance.  Latest 
developments- Personnel/ job accommodation policy, snow 
removal policy, utility placement policy, technical infeasibility 
determination policy and temporary pedestrian route policy.  

o Continued inter-agency cooperation has lead to increased field 
compliance & lessening re-construction costs. 

 
 

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

MOTION: (1) To construct/ send a letter to National Grid/ Verizon/ Public 
Utilities Commission expressing concerns over the placement of utility poles and 
guide-wires as they are continually interfering with federal law.  
Motion by:  Ron McMinn, Seconded by: Paul DePace 
Vote Passes: Unanimous 
 



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

  

 
construction 

logo 

Budget Discussion, Bond Issue & ADA 
Grant Award 

Bob Cooper, Paul DePace 
 

 Purpose/Goal: Update members of the Committee  

 Discussion:  
(1) Discuss & review latest information on potential bond issue 
(2) Discuss & review future budget/ bond priorities  
(3) Discuss/ Review Request for Letters of Interest for Architects 

 GO Bond Request Preparation 
 Annual Projects w/  Funded Allocation 
 Selection Process Details   

(4) Discuss NEADA Grant Award 
 

 Discussion of current funding issues and budget in future.  
 State Budget Office has requested funding proposals/ budget requests 

from each agency at current staffing levels.  
 B. Cooper and staff are working with a member of the House Fiscal 

Advisor and a representative from the State Budget Office concerning our 
budget.  

 New England ADA Center- Federal NEADA grant has been renewed for 5 
years @ $24,000 per year! 

 RIGCD Staff & Commissioners met with Budget Panel to discuss potential 
GO Bond for Accessibility. Supported by several around the table as they 
are agency stakeholders. No official decisions made at this time on 
continuation.  

 
 GO Bond Request Preparation 

o Need ALL project estimated costs by December (for Gov. budget 
proposal submission) 

o P. DePace to work with URI to procure staff hours for A&E / Cost 
Estimate operations of the bond (backed by RIGCD allocated 
funding) 

o $247,000 set aside in budget for A&E to be completed by December 
2011 for proper bond preparation. 

o Harvey Salvas to discuss next action steps for bond prep w/ State 
Facilities Management Team.  

 
 

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

MOTION: No motion made.   



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

  

 
meeting 
graphic 

Open Meetings Act / Open 
Government Meeting Project Update  

Christopher DeGrave 

 Purpose/Goal: Update members of the Committee on project status 

 Discussion: Review municipal open meeting act project findings & give 
status update. Discuss government agency open meetings act project and 
latest updates.  

 Project is in its final phases.  
 Data clean-up and final reports/ inspections/ follow-up underway 
 Hundreds of violations identified and rectified/ repaired in the last 
year.  

 Block Island / Little Compton need completion in Spring 2012.  

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

MOTION: No motion made.   

  

 
disability 

parking sign 
graphic 

Statewide Disability Parking: Update  
 

Christopher DeGrave 

 Purpose/Goal: Review & Update members of the Committee  

  
Discussion:  Review standards of disability parking and other complaints 
surrounding these issues.  
(2)- Discussion of ways to (pro-actively) target disability parking 
violators.  
 

 Newest approved legislation no longer requiring police departments 
to report disability parking data to the Commission.  

 Less staff hours necessary for recording, more time for training and 
awareness activities.  

 RIGCD will be sending out annual letters to police departments 
(January) serving as a reminder that moneys collected through 
disability parking tickets will be disbursed back to the local 
community.  

 Investigate community reimbursement program- make future 
suggestion/ legislative changes to increase police incentive for 
enforcement activities.  
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voting  check 
off graphic 

MOTION: (1) To construct/ send annual letters to all Rhode Island State/ 
Municipal Police Departments advising them of all disability parking laws to 
increase awareness and enforcement as well as to advise them of the 
community reimbursement statute of the current law as written.   
Motion by:  Ron McMinn, Seconded by: Paul DePace 
Vote Passes: Unanimous 
 
MOTION: (2) To investigate and follow-up with the RI District Court/ RI Traffic 
Tribunal & Municipal Court systems to obtain a report indicating distribution of 
moneys from disability parking ticket enforcement back to communities/ 
agencies statewide.  
Motion by:  Ron McMinn, Seconded by: Paul DePace 
Vote Passes: Unanimous 
 

  

 
Announcer 

graphic 
 

Committee Announcements:  
J. Cirillo: To investigate Energy Efficiency 
Grants/ Awards to see if ADA could 
partnership to increase numbers of 
“energy efficient” accessible housing. 
 

Ron McMinn 3:20 

  

 
calendar 
graphic 

Agenda and Scheduling the Next 
Meeting 

Ron McMinn 3:25

 Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda: 
None at this time. 
 

 Next meeting will be on: December 19th, 2011 @ 2pm 
 

  

 
alarm clock 

graphic 
 

Adjournment Ron McMinn 3:30
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MOTION: To adjourn.  
Motion by: Joe Cirillo , Seconded by: Paul De Pace  
Vote Passes: Unanimous 

 


