
 
Description of graphic: RI State Seal an anchor 

in gold behind a blue wheelchair logo. Just 
below is a blue banner with the state motto 

“Hope”. All are in the center of a ring of 8 blue 
stars, in groups of 2 separated by the logos for 
Braille, hearing aids, low vision and amplified 

phone. 
 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 
Accessibility Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 28th, 2011   2:00-3:30 PM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 

Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0108 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 

(e-mail) Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 
 

 

 
Attendees: 

 
 
Ronald McMinn (Vice Chair), Joseph A. Cirillo, Arthur Plitt, Paul De Pace, 
Katie Lowe, Kathleen Samways, John Desautel 
 

Absent: Kate McCarthy-Barnett(Chair), Monsignor Sabourin, Nicholas J. Capobianco 
Jr. 

Guests: Ms. Sherri Wolf 

Staff: Bob Cooper, Chris DeGrave, Sarah Lamontagne 
 

 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

 
Clock graphic 

Call to Order and Acceptance of 
the Minutes 

Ron McMinn, Vice-
Chairperson 

2:00

 Chair calls the meeting to order at 2:15pm 
Introductions of Commissioners and Guests: Ms. Sherri Wolf  & Ms. Sarah 
Lamontagne 

MOTION: (1) To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented/ revised. 
Motion by:  Joe Cirillo, Seconded by: Katie Lowe 
Vote Passes: Unanimous 
  

 Action Items: 

 
telephone 
complaint 
graphic 

Accessibility Compliance: 
a. Current Complaints 
b. RIDOT Access Committee 

Update  
c. Special Guest Speaker **** 

Agenda Revision 

 
Christopher DeGrave 

 

 Purpose/Goal: Review & Update members of the Committee  

 Discussion:  
 Update made to all committee members on current compliance  
 RIDOT ADA Committee- Assisting on several projects- design & 
construction-  

 Sidewalk & Road Design Projects 

mailto:Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov
http://www.disabilities.ri.gov/


 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

o Woonasquatucket Ave, North Providence 
o Green Lane, Middletown, RI  
o Esmond Street, Smithfield, RI  

 

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

Motion: No Motions Made. 

  

 
construction 

logo 

ADA Project Plan Discussion & 
Groden Center Update   

Bob Cooper, Harvey Salvas 
 

 Purpose/Goal: Update members of the Committee  

 Discussion:  
 Discussion on ADA Project Plans for 2011-2012- Project ideas 
discussed- funding issues from Federal ADA Grant- Waiting on next 
move from Federal Govt.  

 Limited State Budget may limit future project spending. 
 250k per year is just NOT enough for accessibility modifications. 
 Review & discuss latest on Groden Center Project 

o Payment issues with Groden Center Architect/ Design- Invoice 
vs. Contract Issue- Documentation of hours worked must be 
specific to state requirements although not written into bid.  

 

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

Motion: No Motions Made. 

  

 
meeting 
graphic 

Intern Project Updates:  
a. Intern/ Fellow Introduction 
b. Open Meetings Act Project 
c. Govt. Agency Project Update 

 

Christopher DeGrave, Sarah 
Lamontagne 

 Purpose/Goal: Introduction of Fellow & Update members of the 
Committee on project status 

 Discussion:  
 Committee briefed on municipal open meeting act project findings & 
status. Over 200 barriers identified in 150 municipal inspections. 

 Disability Parking, Listening Devices & Signage- top issues 
 Discussion of the new government agency open meetings act 
project- Intern to inspect all state agency public meeting spaces 
beginning March 1st.   



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

Motion: No Motions Made. 

  

 
disability 

parking sign 
graphic 

Disability Parking:  
a. GCD Signage Update 
b. Snow Removal Issues 
c. Enforcement Capabilities- 

BHDDH 
 

Christopher DeGrave 

 Purpose/Goal: Review & Update members of the Committee  

 Discussion:  
 RIGCD Signage update- New Lines & Signs- Parking Lot has new 
signage and striping.  

 Snow Removal Issues- Sidewalks, Parking Lots, Governmental 
Agencies in RI – Several presentations made by staff to local 
communities discussing snow-removal and reasonable access in a 
timely manner.  

 BHDDH- Parking Enforcement Authority Request – No action taken 
as many thought staff takes on too many duties presently. 

 

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

Potential MOTION: To recommend & request enforcement power/ 
ticketing ability for the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities Staff to
enforce disability parking violations. Enforcement abilities to be request

 
ed 

from BHDDH as well as other state enforcement agencies. (No motions 
made… No actions taken) 

  

 
Announcer 

graphic 
 

Committee Announcements 
 

Ron McMinn 3:20 

  

 
calendar 
graphic 

Agenda and Scheduling the 
Next Meeting 

Ron McMinn 3:25

 Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda: 
None @ this time.  
 

 Next meeting will be on: April 26th, 2011 @ 2pm 
 

  



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

 
alarm clock 

graphic 
 

Adjournment Ron McMinn 3:30

 
voting  check 
off graphic 

MOTION: To adjourn.  
Motion by: Katie Lowe , Seconded by: Joe Cirillo  
Vote Passes: Unanimous  

 


