
 
 

     
 

 

 

Minutes
Accessibility Committee
Monday 06/22/09 @ 2:00PM to 3:30 PM

Governor's Commission on Disabilities
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court

Cranston, RI 02920-3049
voice:(401) 462-0108   tty:(401) 462-0101

e-mail: Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov
Recorded by: Christopher DeGrave 
Attendees: Kate McCarthy-Barnett,  John Desautel, Joseph A. Cirillo, 

Ronald McMinn, Katie Lowe, Kathleen Samways 
Absent: Monsignor Sabourin, Arthur Plitt, Paul De Pace, Arthur Plitt 
Staff: Harvey Salvas, Christopher DeGrave 

Minutes 
1.  Call to Order and acceptance of minutes Kate McCarthy-Barnett, Chair. 
2:03 KMB called meeting to order.  
RM- Motion to approve minutes, JC Seconded- Vote Unanimous.  
 
2. New Intern Intro./ Open Meetings Act 

Project 2009  
Christopher DeGrave 

New Intern Jenna Antonelli introduced. Jenna is a Salve Regina Student studying 
English as a major. She is looking forward to completing the Open Meetings Act 
Project. She will be conducting surveys of all municipal open meeting locations 
throughout the State of RI, citing deficiencies and sending reports.  

 
3. Status of Funds/ Status of Projects Harvey Salvas  
~Harvey Salvas indicated loss in RICAP funding for 2010 by $200,000.00 
However… 2 project below have indicated projects on hold/ funding not required:  

 Veterans Home- Fishing Pier/ Ramp Modification 
                     Funds no longer needed; Amt: -$100,000.00 

 Virks Building- Modification Project  
                     Project on-hold indefinitely; Amt: -$100,000.00 
** Negatives from two (2) projects above balance 2010 budget ** 
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2010 Funding Breakdown:  
$39,000- Groden Center A&E  
$100,000- Salty Brine State Beach Project 
$25,000- RIGCD Employee Reasonable Modifications 
$21,250--- Rhode Island College- Door Hardware Modification 
$25,000--- University of Rhode Island- Door Hardware Modification  
Total Funding 2010--- $224,750.00 
 
~Colt State Park Construction Project (Restroom #2) Completed; payment has been 
made to contractor.   
~Colt State Park Construction Project (Restroom #3)- ***Included in the 2012 Budget 
***KS suggestion to attach plaque to completed projects- indicating RIGCD as major 
advocate and financial supporter.  
 
4. Capital Budget 2011-2015 Harvey Salvas  
Capital Budget Proposal for total of : $475,000  
Major Focus----Single Large Project:  $450,000---- Groden Center, Providence, RI  
                                    $20,000---- RIGCD Employee Modifications 
                                   $4750.00---- ARTS  
Ron McMinn- Motion to accept presented proposal 2011-2015 budget 
Katie Lowe- Seconded Motion 
~Vote Unanimous~ 
5. Current Complaint/ Open Case Review Christopher DeGrave 
CD made a presentation concerning the latest cases and complaints coming to his desk.  
The major cases are as follows:  

 Providence Fire Department/ EMS- Unfair Treatment  
 Saugatucket Springs- Disability Parking  
 Kendall Dean School- Open Meetings Act Modifications (Underway)  

         
6. Disability Parking Enforcement  Christopher DeGrave 

o Disability Parking Enforcement 2009 Update Presented:  
            Reports Received: 43 
            Reports Missing: 4 
            Tickets Issued: 2,514 
            Fines Collected: $154,399 

   
No response from: Warwick Police, Airport Corporation, Capitol Police, State Police 
  CD to sent 2nd letters of notification over two months ago, will make calls and visits to 
remaining un-reporting departments.  
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7.  Review of Red Cross Shelter- 
Accessibility Survey  

Kate McCarthy-Barnett/ 
Christopher DeGrave 

 
Shelter Accessibility Survey update made in regards to the joint project with RIEMA, 
Red Cross, RIGCD and Dept. of Health. The project is well underway and the 
Committee will be kept updated on the progress. This project will be a great opportunity 
to show the RIGCD in the proactive & positive spotlight. CD is working on a Statewide 
Sheltering Plan Annex focusing on meeting the needs of the disability community 
during disasters. 
 
8. Announcements & Meeting Schedule Kate McCarthy-Barnett 
 
** Next meeting set of October 5th, 2009** 
Motion to Adjourn @ 3:10pm, RM motion, JC second- Vote unanimous.  
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