
 

MINUTES OF THE DISABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

OF THE  
 

EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
 
 

January 7, 2005 
 
 

  A meeting of the Disability Sub-Committee of the Rhode Island Retirement 
Board (hereinafter “Committee”) was held on January 7, 2005 in the Board Room of the 
Employees’ Retirement System, 40 Fountain Street, Providence, Rhode Island. 
 
The following Committee members were present: Ponzi Angelone, Michael Boyce, 
William Finelli, Jerome Williams and Kerry Walsh. 
 
Also in attendance were Dr. Ley, Medical Consultant, Brent Canning, General Counsel; 
Frank Karpinski and Octavio Cunha, Employees’ Retirement System. 

 
 

 1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
  Recognizing a quorum, Chairperson William Finelli called the meeting to 
order at 9:05 A.M. 
 
 
 
 2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 
  A draft of the minutes of the December 3, 2004 meeting was mailed to the 
Committee members for review prior to the meeting.   
 
 Upon a motion duly made by Mr. Boyce and seconded by Mr. Williams, it was  
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the meeting of December 
5, 2004. 

 
 
 The following applications were presented for consideration: 
 
 
 
 



 

3. ORDINARY DISABILITY 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Baxter A 58-year-old Registered Nurse A with the Rhode 
Island Veterans Home for 15 years. 

 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Walsh and seconded by Mr. Williams, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To recommend that the Retirement Board approve 

the application for an ordinary disability retirement  
 
 
 
 

John Cullen A 45-year-old Motor Equipment Opertor with the 
Department of Transportation for 8 years. 

 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Walsh and seconded by Mr. Boyce, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To recommend that the Retirement Board approve 

the application for an ordinary disability retirement 
with the condition that he will be re-examined in 
one year. 

 
 
 

Joan Grenga A 59-year-old Executive Assistant with the Rhode 
Island Supreme Court for 20 years. 

 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Williams and seconded by Mr. Angelone, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To recommend that the Retirement Board approve 

the application for an ordinary disability retirement. 
 
 
 



 

Janet Tobin A 59-year-old Speech/Language Pathologist with 
the Cranston School Department for 18 years. 

 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Walsh and seconded by Mr. Williams, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To recommend that the Retirement Board approve 

the application for an ordinary disability retirement. 
 
 
 

Paula Torregrossa A 45-year-old Social Caseworker with the 
Department of Human Services for 20 years. 

 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Boyce and seconded by Mr. Williams, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To recommend that the Retirement Board approve 

the application for an ordinary disability retirement. 
 
 

Robert Vitale A 54-year-old Administrative Supply Officer with 
the Rhode Island State Police for 24 years and 4 
months. 

 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Williams and seconded by Mr. Angelone, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To table the application for an ordinary disability 

retirement and request from the RI State Police if 
light duty has been offered to Mr. Vitale. 

 
 
 
 
 

4. ACCIDENTAL DISABILITY 
 
 
 



 

Laurie Pike A 52-year-old Human Services Policy and System 
Specialist with the DCYF for 26 years.  

 
 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Walsh and seconded by Mr. Williams, it was unanimously 

 
 

VOTED: To table the application for an accidental disability 
retirement and request employee records from 
DCYF including the dates of transfer. 

 
 

Frederick Sullivan  A 60-year-old Storekeeper with Department of 
Corrections for 5 years and 9 months.  

 
 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Williams and seconded by Mr. Walsh, it was unanimously 

 
 

VOTED: To table the application for an accidental disability 
retirement and request additional information from 
Mr. Sullivan’s doctors who treated his knee. 

 
 
Robert Vespia A 45-year-old Lieutenant with the East Greenwich 

Fire District for 22 years and 8 months.  
 
 
After reviewing the application, supporting documentation, the medical reports 

submitted by the three physicians engaged by the Retirement System and upon a motion 
duly made by Mr. Walsh and seconded by Mr. Williams, it was unanimously 

 
 

VOTED: To recommend that the Retirement Board approve 
the application for an accidental disability  

 
 
5. RECONSIDERATION 
 
 



 

 
ACCIDENTAL DISABILITY 

 
 
Hearing: 
 
Cherlye Rhodes Ms Rhodes’ application for accidental disability 

was denied at the October meeting.  She appealed 
this decision.  After hearing testimony from Ms. 
Rhodes and her attorney, Albert Thornton and upon 
a motion made by Mr. Walsh and seconded by Mr. 
Williams, it was 

 
Voted To recommend that the Retirement Board reaffirm 

the denial of the October meeting on the same basis 
of facts. 

 
 
 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, it was 
unanimously  
 
 
 VOTED:   To adjourn the meeting at 9:50 A.M. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
Octavio F. Cunha  
Approved 2/4/05 


