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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 
 

Hearing Officer:  B. Ballou 
DEM Staff: N. Scarduzio, G. Powers, E. Schneider 
RIMFC Members Present:  S. Parente 
  
The public hearing was held on October 21, 2009 in Narragansett, RI at the URI Bay 
Campus, Corless Auditorium.  Three (3) people attended the hearing.  The following 
items were presented for public comment: 
 
1) The DEM proposed Management Plans for the Shellfish, Finfish, and 

Crustacean sectors: These management plans are developed by the Division of Fish 
and Wildlife, as required in statute, to give the underlying data used in the proposed 
changes to the commercial fishing license regulations.  

 
Public Comment: There were no specific public comments on the three 
management plans.   
 

2) Amendments to the commercial fishing license regulations regarding the 
availability of licenses and endorsements in 2010: The changes proposed in the 
licensing regulations for 2010 reflect the recommendations as set forth in the Division 
of Fish and Wildlife sector management plans, advice from the RIMFC Industry 
Advisory Committee, and DEM staff.  The proposals that came forward contained 
options for both status quo in the shellfish, finfish, and crustacean sectors and 
changes to the standards applied to the exit/entry ratios.  Industry, via the IAC, 
proposed to retain the 3:1 exit/entry ratio for quahogs but to apply this to all eligible 
licenses (MPL’s + PEL’s with a quahog endorsement) that retired. For soft-shell 
clams, industry, via the IAC, proposed a new standard which would establish a 5:1 
exit/entry ratio applied to all eligible licenses (MPL’s + PEL’s + CFL’s with a soft-
shell clam endorsement) that retired. The proposals also recommended maintaining 
the 5:1 exit/entry ratio for restricted finfish endorsements, as well as, no new lobster 
endorsements. This portion of the hearing was conducted in three sections to 
represent the three sectors.  Therefore, the summary below is structured in three 
sections for ease of reading. 
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a. Shellfish sector 
Public Comment: R. Hopkins was in favor of option 2 regarding quahog 
endorsements, which was to retain the 3:1 exit/entry ratio applied to all eligible 
licenses that retired, allowing for 16 new CFL’s with quahog endorsements in 
2010. He felt new fishermen should be allowed into the fishery. 
 
Public Comment: M. Montiforti was also in favor of option 2 regarding quahog 
endorsements. He stated this would be an opportunity for more people to make a 
living in these difficult times. He also stated he would like to see younger people 
be able to get into the fishery. 
 
Public Comment: R. Hopkins was in favor of option 2 regarding soft-shell clam 
endorsements, which was to change the standard to establish a 5:1 exit/entry ratio 
applied to all eligible licenses that retired, allowing 17 new CFL’s with soft-shell 
clam endorsements in 2010. He felt the fishery should be opened up. He stated 
that management was restricting new entries considering the large amount of 
landings that have taken place in the upper bay.  

 
b. Finfish sector 
Public Comment: J. West was in favor of option 1 (status quo, retain the 5:1 
exit/entry ratio) 
 
Public Comment: R. Hopkins was in favor of option 1. 
 
Public Comment: M. Montiforti was also in favor of option 1.  

 
c. Crustacean sector 
Public Comment: J. West had questions pertaining to the pending lobster trap 
allocation program and how he could participate in the program. He had no 
specific comments pertaining to the proposed lobster licensing option. 
 
B. Ballou indicated that he was not able to engage in a discussion about the 
transferability program at this time that the issue had already gone to public 
hearing and he was taking comments on licensing at this time. Ballou indicated 
that he could speak to him afterwards. 
 
Public Comment: R. Hopkins stated that he had a multi-purpose license and a 
fishing license for thirty years and he was one of the individuals that was 
damaged because he lost his trap allocation. Therefore, he could not comment on 
the advancement of the transfer program since he was opposed to the way it 
started out. He had no specific comments pertaining to the proposed lobster 
licensing option. 
 
Public Comment: M. Montiforti stated that he had the same experience as R. 
Hopkins. He had no specific comments pertaining to the proposed licensing 
option. 
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3) Proposed amendments to the winter flounder management plan: The changes 
proposed to the winter flounder management plan are changes required by ASMFC to 
comply with the ASMFC Fishery Management Plan for Winter Flounder. There were 
required changes to both the recreational and commercial possession limits. 

 
Public Comment: There were no specific comments on the proposals. R. Hopkins 
just stated that he was aware of the poor condition of the winter flounder fishery 
and understood why such measures were being imposed. 

  
B. Ballou closed the public hearing.   
 
List of Exhibits: 
Exhibit 1 – Affidavit of Publication/Posting, and Public Notice 
Exhibit 2 – Copy of Draft proposed regulations  
Exhibit 3 – Copy of introductory remarks made by the hearing officer 
 
Note: No written comments were received 
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