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Chairman Dave Preble called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with 19 people in 
attendance, 9 of whom are voting members of the advisory panel. 
 
Dave Preble reviewed the agenda, then gave an update on the 2006 Maryland YOY index 
indicating that the geometric mean value of 1.78 was the lowest since 1991. Although 
this is not yet a cause for serious concern, future fishing mortality rates should be 
monitored closely. 
 
The meeting then moved into the agenda items as follows: 
 
1. Development of the 2007 commercial striped bass fish trap seasons and quota 
allocation. 
 
The RIDFW recommendation is for a continuation of the status quo for 2007. 
 
A report was submitted to the Advisory Panel from Laura Lee (ASMFC) on the 
Conservation Equivalency of Alternative Minimum Size Limits in Rhode Island’s 
Commercial Trap Net Fishery for Striped Bass. 
 
 
 



Proposed MSL Adj. Ratio 
Expected 
Quota (lb)

Change 
Relative to 
Current 
Quota 

24" 0.93 90,397 -7.20% 
25" 0.95 92,234 -5.40% 
26" 0.96 93,788 -3.80% 

 
 
Motion by Tom Hoxie to propose a minimum size limit of 26” with the resulting annual 
fishtrap quota of 93,788 lbs, seconded by Adam Lutz. Discussion brought out a 
clarification in the potential effects of this change on the general category fishery. 
 
In Favor – 6 
Opposed – 2  
 
This proposal will have to go to the ASMFC Striped Bass Technical Committee and 
the ASMFC Management Board for approval. 
 
2. Development of the 2007 General Category commercial striped bass seasons and quota 
allocation. 
 
RIDFW recommendation is for a continuation of the status quo for 2007. 
 
Motion by Andy Dangelo for Status Quo for 2007, seconded by Tom Hoxie 
 
In Favor – 4 
Opposed – 4  
 
Motion fails 
 
Dave Preble solicited alternative proposals, followed by a discussion: 
 
Ray Jobin stated that the 2006 season didn’t run well. The industry wants the season to 
last thirty days, his proposal: 
 
1. Five (5) fish/day, 34 inch minimum, one (1) commercial limit/vessel, starting June 1, 
2007, closed all Fridays and Saturdays, and fishing until 75% of the quota is reached. The 
remaining 25% of the quota shall open September 4, 2007, closed all Fridays and 
Saturdays, five (5) fish/day, 34 inch minimum, one (1) commercial limit/vessel, until the 
entire quota is reached. 
 
2. If, any unharvested fish trap poundage remains on September 22, 2007, it will be 
opened to the general category available to the entire commercial fishery. 
 
3. Use a credit card type identification system for all striped bass sales to help eliminate 
illegal striped bass sales. Fishermen with valid RI 2007 commercial fishing licenses must 



be present at the dealer’s facility during the sale of striped bass. No fishermen can sell 
striped bass on someone else’s commercial license. Transactions should also require 
licensed seller’s signature on dealer’s sales slips.  
 
Motion by Ray Jobin to approve section one and two of the proposal, seconded by Jim 
Low. 
 
In favor – 6 
Opposed – 1 
 
Motion passes. 
 
Motion by Ray Jobin to send section three to RIMFC to be acted upon favorably as soon 
as possible, seconded by Jim Low. 
 
In favor – 9 
Opposed – 0 
 
Motion passes. 
 
Proposal 2, submitted by RICRRA - see attachment: 
 
Motion by David Sanford to send section three (color coding of licenses) to the RIMFC 
to be acted upon favorably as soon as possible, seconded by John Fuscaldo. 
 
Motion passes unanimously 
 
Jim Low requested the panel to recommend that DFW Marine Fisheries Section send a 
letter to all fish dealers explaining the differences in commercial fishing licenses and 
their responsibility to make sure everyone they buy from is properly licensed. 
 
A vote was taken and all were in favor. 
 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM. 
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