
RHODE ISLAND MARINE FISHERIES COUNCIL 
TAUTOG ADVISORY PANEL 

Minutes of Meeting 
February 21, 2007 

Stedman Government Center 
2nd Floor Board Room 

4808 Tower Hill Rd 
Wakefield, RI 

 
Tautog AP Members: M. Buckoprimary, P. Karczprimary,J. Warnockalt, B. Oakleyalt, M. 

Netoalt, , M. Lanniprimary

 
Public Attendees: R. Bellavance, D. Zambrotta, E. Cookalt

 
Chairperson:  G. Allen  
 
RIDEM F&W Staff: J. McNamee, N. Scarduzio 
 
G. Allen called the meeting to order. J. McNamee went over a slide show (see attached) 
that covered the first four agenda items. The first topic was the 2006 recreational fishery. 
J. McNamee reported that the recreational fishery has decreased landings over the past 
two years from the high in 2004. The landings were broken out by waves and modes and 
the data showed that waves 5 and 6 were still the time period where the majority of the 
landings were taking place and the private mode landed the majority of tautog in RI.  
 
The next topic was a review of Addendum 4 to the fishery management plan for tautog. J. 
McNamee reported that the F target had been changed to 0.2 (from 0.29) and a biomass 
target had been implemented. Tautog had not until this point had a biomass target. The 
final point J. McNamee gave was that the concerns about black market tautog being 
landed. The Board had heard many comments regarding this during the public hearing 
process and has brought this to the attention of the enforcement agencies of the impacted 
states.  
 
The next item was a report on a state specific stock assessment. J. McNamee stated that 
the results of the RI specific VPA were preliminary at this point. He reported that the RI 
VPA was indicating that the RI specific F was at 0.2, which was the new target for the 
fishery management plan. If this were to be accepted by the ASMFC tautog technical 
committee, there would be no reduction required by RI in 2008. He went on to state that 
P. Caruso of MADMF had performed a combined RI/MA VPA and that has a slightly 
worse F of 0.25, however this would still be less than the coastwide reduction. The reason 
for bringing this up was that the accuracy of the data, namely the recreational data, was 
better with the states combined rather than a single state by itself. This in the end may be 
more palatable to the technical committee, the group that has to approve any state 
specific or regional assessments. He concluded by stating that the reductions, no matter 
what they end up being, will not have the newly enacted June closure accounted for, 
therefore RI will be able to take credit for this reduction when the time comes. 
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The fourth topic was any proposed changes the Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) may 
have for the 2007 fishery. J. McNamee stated that the DFW does not propose any 
changes to the 2007 recreational fishery.  
 
G. Allen reviewed the data presented in the slideshow and then took comments from the 
panel. M. Bucko stated that with the June closure, there will be no fish to go after, from 
the perspective of the bait shops, in June when taking in to account the possible loss of 
fluke fishing during this time.  
 
G. Allen outlined a proposal for discussion by the panel. The initial proposal was to:  
1. split modes and keep party/charter at 3 fish in the spring and 10 fish in the fall. 
2. start the spring season in mid April at 4 fish for private/shore mode 
3. drop the fall bag limit to 5 fish for private/shore mode 
4. June closure would remain for all groups 
 
M. Neto stated that the current menhaden bill that was proposed will increase bait sales 
for shops in the spring, however, if they drop a bag limit in the fall, bait shops will lose 
out on green crab sales in the fall. M. Bucko stated that the spring fishery is more 
important to bait shops than the fall.  
 
J. Warnock stated that he did not support the proposal from the spearfisherman 
perspective. 
 
D. Zambrotta, a lifelong fisherman for tautog, gave some historical perspective for the 
tautog situation, the gist of which was that the early season fishermen have shouldered 
the burden of reductions. He supported the proposal. B. Oakley echoed these sentiments. 
 
M. Lanni stated that he wanted to keep the bag limit at 3 in the spring but was not 
opposed to starting earlier than May 1. 
 
P. Karcz asked about the ability to split modes. J. McNamee stated that if the data was 
precise enough, this could be done. B. Oakley and M. Bucko both stated that if the modes 
can be split, they would be in favor of decreasing the fall bag limit for the private mode. 
 
The panel modified the proposal as follows: 
Private/shore mode 
 4/14 – 5/31 at 3 fish 
 7/1 – 10/19 at 3 fish 

10/20 – 12/16 at 8 fish (note: if the 8 fish bag does not compensate for the early 
opening, the DFW should come forward with the bag limit that will compensate 
for this) 

Party/charter mode 
 5/1 – 5/31 at 3 fish 
 7/1 – 10/19 at 3 fish 
 10/20 – 12/16 at 10 fish 
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M. Lanni asked if the party and charter mode needed the spring season, his idea being 
since they were staying at the higher bag in the fall, they should think about decreasing 
their spring season. M. Neto responded that some in that industry do fish for tautog in the 
spring so he would not support this. 
 
G. Allen asked the panel to vote on the modified proposal as described above. The 
panel voted unanimously to approve the proposal. 
 
M. Bucko offered an alternative proposal in case the approved proposal did not pass. His 
proposal was to remain at status quo with the exception that during the June closure, 
fishing for tautog be allowed below the Colregs Line of Demarcation at 3 fish. The panel 
did not opt to take action on the alternative proposal.  
 
D. Zambrotta made a request to convey to DEM Law Enforcement that they should make 
sure that the party and charter vessels fishing on the increased bag limit in the fall, per the 
proposal, be RI licensed party/charter boats only, other charter boats should have to abide 
by the lower recreational bag limits. 
 
G. Allen adjourned the meeting. 
 
_______________ 
Jason E. McNamee 
Recording Secretary 
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