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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, October 8, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES  
   
1.0 OPENING ITEMS. 
 

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., called the 
Regular Meeting of the Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m., at 
the Newport Public Schools’ Administration Center, in Room 924.   

 
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows: School Committee Members: 

Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., Vice Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines, Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Robert J. Leary, 
Thomas S. Phelan, and Robert B. Power, Ed.D. School Department:  
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D.  

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
1.4 Moment of Silence.  Moment of Silence was presented, as follows: 

 
 Marie Musso Piotrowski: of Newport, passed away Tuesday, 

September 10, 2013.  Ms. Piotrowski was a long-time elementary 
school teacher, retiring from Sullivan School and; in her retirement, 
she served as a Senior Mentor at Cranston-Calvert School and was a 
member of the Teachers’ Association of Newport. She leaves her 
daughter Judith Piotrowski Harrington, ELL Teacher, at Thompson 
Middle School.  

 
 Lucien R. Chartier. Sr.:  of Cumberland, passed away Monday, 

September 30, 2013.  Mr. Chartier lived most of his life in Woonsocket 
before moving to Cumberland and worked for Health-Tex for 27 years 
and later at Texas Instruments until his retirement.  He leaves behind 
his daughter, Audrey Boisvert, Grade 3 Teacher, at Pell Elementary 
School. 

   
 Louise Mae (Alley) Downing:  of Middletown, passed away Sunday, 

October 6, 2013.  Ms. Downing was a graduate of East Providence 
High School and employed at the Providence Journal and the 
Newport Daily News.  She leaves behind her son, Gerard Downing, 
III, Newport Public Schools’ Technology Technician Aide.        
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2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT.  No Public Comment was received.    
 

3.0 RESOLUTIONS and/or CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT. No Resolutions 
and/or Certificates of Achievement were presented.  
 

4.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.  Rogers High School Student Council President and 
School Committee Representative Allison Thompson was not present to provide 
the Committee with an update on Student Activities of the Student Council. 
 

5.0 CONSENT AGENDA.      
 

5.1.1 Special Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 6:30 p.m. 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 6:30 p.m., as 
presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(7-0).   

 
5.1.2 Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 7:00 p.m.  

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Regular 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 7 p.m., as presented.  
Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
5.1.3  Special Meeting Minutes of Monday, September 23, 2013, 6:00 p.m.  

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Monday, September 23, 2013, 6 p.m., as presented. 
Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
5.1.4 Special Meeting Minutes of Monday, September 30, 2013, 7:00 p.m.  

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Monday, September 30, 2013, 7 p.m., as presented. 
Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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5.2 Personnel Actions.   
 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointments 

and Resignations, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

APPOINTMENT   
Name Position Date 

   
Colleen Crotteau Bus Duty – Pell Elementary School 10/08/13 
Keith Edwards Bus Duty – Pell Elementary School 10/08/13 
Megan Cawley IAS Teacher – Thompson Middle School 10/08/13 
Beth Raffa IAS Teacher – Thompson Middle School 10/08/13 
Beth Raffa Student Council Co-Advisor –  

Thompson Middle School 
10/08/13 

Rachel Harnett Student Council Co-Advisor –  
Thompson Middle School 

10/08/13 

Barbara Walton-Faria Jr. National Honor Society Co-Advisor –  
Thompson Middle School 

10/08/13 

Laurie Sullivan Jr. National Honor Society Co-Advisor –  
Thompson Middle School 

10/08/13 

Sharon McDonnell Yearbook Co-Advisor – Thompson Middle School 10/08/13 
Karen Gallagher Yearbook Co-Advisor – Thompson Middle School 10/08/13 
Christopher Lewia Sports Supervisor – Thompson Middle School 10/08/13 
Frank Newsome Bus/Cafeteria Duty – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Flo Hazen Grade 9 Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Coleen Hermes Grade 10 Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Elizabeth Copeley Grade 11 Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Stephen Ferris Grade 12 Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Karen Romanski Dance Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Stephen Ferris Mock Trial Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Linda Moitoza National Honor Society Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Stephen Ferris Student Council – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Joanne Ritchie Transition Coordinator – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
David Connell Yearbook Advisor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Deborah Grover Yearbook Editor – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
Kacie Gallo Girls Assistant Soccer Coach – Rogers High School 09/11/13 
Pam Wawrzyniak JV Volleyball Assistant Coach – Rogers High School 10/08/13 
   
3 YEAR POSITIONS – THOMPSON MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Name Position Date 
   
Stephanie Sullivan Social Studies Curriculum Liaison –  

Thompson Middle School 
10/08/13 

Candace Lewia Science Curriculum Liaison –  
Thompson Middle School 

10/08/13 
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RESIGNATIONS  
Name Position Date 

   
Conner Brown Sailing Coach – Rogers High School 09/12/13 
Kelsie Fountain Girls Assistant Soccer Coach – Rogers High School 08/19/13 

 
5.3 Requests for Home Instruction. Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent 

to the approval of the Requests for Home Instruction, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
6.0 ACTION ITEMS.  
 

6.1 Policy No. 4612—Newport Public Schools—Human Resources—
Interview Process and Procedures for Selection of Principals and 
Above—First Reading (AMENDMENT).  Discussion followed. Mrs. 
Gaines made a motion to adopt Policy No. 4612—Newport Public 
Schools—Human Resources—Interview Process and Procedures for 
Selection of Principals and Above—First Reading (AMENDMENT), as 
amended.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(7-0).     

 
 

 6.2 To Temporarily Suspend Policy No. 7100—Naming New Facilities.  
Discussion followed.  Ms. Bolan made a motion to suspend Policy No. 
7100—Naming New Facilities for the duration of the Pell Capital 
Campaign.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. 
Phelan wished discussion was held prior to taking action on proposed 
Policies.  Discussion continued.  Ms. Bolan and Mrs. Gaines withdrew the 
motion.  Dr. Power made a motion to delay voting on the Suspension of 
Policy No. 7100 until the next School Committee Meeting is held. Mrs. 
Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Newport School Committee                                          Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 8, 2013, 7:00 p.m.  
  

Page 5 of 8 

 6.3 Policy Nos.:  7500, 7525, and 7550—Use of School Buildings—First 
Reading (AMENDMENT).  Discussion followed.  Each of the above 
Policies was acted upon separately. 

 
  Policy No. 7500— 
 First Motion.   

Dr. Flowers made a motion to adopt Policy No.: 7500—School Facilities—
Use of School Buildings—First Reading (AMENDMENT), as amended. 
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion.  Discussion followed. The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0).  Discussion continued.  
 
Second Motion. 
Dr. Power made a motion to reconsider amending the Policy further.  Mr. 
Phelan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).        

 
  Third Motion. 
 Discussion followed.  Dr. Power made a motion to adopt Policy No.: 

7500—School Facilities—Use of School Buildings—First Reading 
(AMENDMENT), as amended, by inserting the words “, as verified by 
501c3 Certificate.”, at the end of the first sentence in the first Paragraph. 
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).     

  
 Policy No. 7525— 

Dr. Flowers made a motion to adopt Policy No.: 7525—School Facilities—
Charges for the Use of School Buildings—First Reading (AMENDMENT), 
as amended. Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).     

 
 Policy No. 7550— 

Dr. Flowers made a motion to adopt Policy No.: 7550—School Facilities—
Waiver of Charges—Use of School Buildings—First Reading 
(AMENDMENT), as amended. Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion. 
Discussion followed. The motion carried unanimously (7-0).     

 
 6.4 Scheduling—Rogers High School and Thompson Middle School.  Mr. 

Leary made a motion to authorize the Superintendent to develop a 
Request for Qualifications for a Scheduling Consultant to provide 
Alternative Schedules for Rogers High School and Thompson Middle 
School. Dr. Power seconded the motion for purpose of discussion.  
Discussion followed.  Mr. Leary stated that the district was ranked too high 
in the state for its per pupil expenditure at the high school level.  He 
requested that a Consultant be hired to review the scheduling process in 
place at Rogers High School and provide the Committee with findings 
and/or recommendations for the implementation of alternative scheduling 
model(s). At the request of Mrs. Gaines, it was the Committee’s consensus 
that Thompson Middle School would not need to be addressed, at this 
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time, as their scheduling model is effective.  Mr. Leary and Dr. Power 
withdrew the motion.  Mr. Leary then made a motion to table taking any 
action regarding the Rogers High School Schedule this evening and bring 
it back to the Committee, as an Action Item, to be discussed with 
Superintendent-Elect Colleen Jermain, at next Wednesday’s Special 
School Committee Meeting to begin at 7 p.m.  Dr. Power seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
 6.5 HMFH Architects—PSS No. 29—Traffic/Acoustical/Geotechnical Soils 

and PSS No. 30—Testing Soils/Graphics Designer Services.  Mrs. 
Gaines made a motion to approve HMFH Architects—PSS No. 29—
Traffic/Acoustical/Geotechnical Soils and PSS No. 30—Testing 
Soils/Graphics Designer Services. Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (7-0).     

 
7.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS. 
 

7.1 Newport Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force—Needs 
Assessment Presentation. Newport Substance Abuse Prevention Task 
Force Coordinator Ben Ellcome provided a brief overview of the results 
from last spring’s Annual Needs Assessment Student Survey conducted 
for Newport Public Schools. Review and discussion followed. The Newport 
Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force—Update will be placed on the 
Committee’s Monthly Regular Meeting Agenda beginning next month—
November 12, 2013. 

 
7.2 Pell School—Update.  Vice Chairperson and Pell Building Committee 

Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines provided the Committee with an update on Pell 
School’s first month of operation and stated that the Pell School Green 
Commendation was received from the Rhode Island Board of Education at 
its Meeting held last evening at Mt. Hope High School in Bristol, Rhode 
Island.  Discussion followed.  At the request of Mr. Leary, a Pell School List 
of Safety Concerns will be forwarded by Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi to the 
Newport Police Department for review/recommendations, as may be 
warranted. 
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8.0 REPORTS FROM SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF.  
 

8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports. Expenditure and Revenue Reports 
were reviewed and discussed.  Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi reiterated that 
the district had not yet balanced its current school year Budget and was 
awaiting response from the City regarding next steps, as requested by the 
School Committee.   

 
8.2 Enrollment Reports. Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Enrollment 

Reports, as presented. Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).   

 
8.3 Damage Reports.  No Damage Reports were presented.    

 
8.4 Superintendent’s Update.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the 

Superintendent’s Update of his activities to date, as presented below. Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Pell School Children’s Arboretum Planning Meeting (09-10-13) 

2. Pell Bond Proceeds Meeting (09-11-13) 

3. Pell Site Survey for Emergency Shelter (09-12-13) 

4. East Bay Educational Collaborative Board Meeting (09-13-13) 

5. NSC Policy Subcommittee Meeting (09-16-13) 

6. Newport Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force Meeting (09-17-13) 

7. Pell School Meeting (09-18-13) 

8. Military & Family Life Counseling (MFLC) Program Meeting (09-24-13) 

9. Pell School Construction Site Meeting (09-25-13) 

10. East Bay Educational Collaborative Board Meeting (09-30-13) 

11. RI Kids Count Annual Newport Data in Your Backyard (10-01-13) 

12. NSC/NCC Liaison Subcommittee Meeting (10-01-13) 

13. RI School Superintendents Association Meeting (10-04-13) 

14. Blackboard Connect 5 Demonstration—Webinar (10-07-13) CANCELLED 

15. RI Board of Education Meeting—Honor Pell School—“Green” (10-07-13) 
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9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS.   
 

9.1 Meeting and Agenda Requests. The Committee reviewed Meeting and 
Agenda Requests.  A School Committee Workshop will be held next 
Wednesday, October 16, 2013, beginning at 7 p.m., for the purpose of 
“Scheduling at Rogers High School”, inviting Superintendent-Elect Colleen 
Jermain to participate.  Discussion followed.     

 
10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION.  No Executive Session was held.  

 
11.0 ADJOURNMENT.   
 

At 8:34 p.m., Mr. Phelan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 
 
 

___________________________   ____________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.    John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 


