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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Thursday, August 29, 2013, 6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES  
   
1.0 OPENING ITEMS. 
 

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., called the 
Special Meeting of the Newport School Committee to order at 6:00  
p.m., at the Newport Public Schools’ Administration Center, in Room 
924. 

 
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  

Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., Vice Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines, Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Robert J. Leary, 
Thomas S. Phelan, and Robert B. Power, Ed.D.  School Department:  
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., and Student 
Services Director Amy Donnelly Roche.   

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

2.0 ACTION ITEMS. 
 

2.1 Personnel Actions.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi, followed 
by Student Services Director Amy Donnelly Roche regarding Special 
Education and ELL/ESL staffing, spoke to the Personnel Actions 
before the Committee for action.     

 
TRANSFERS   

Name Date 
   
Colleen Crotteau Kindergarten Teacher – Pell Elementary School to ELL – Newport Public Schools 09/03/13 
Stephanie DeAscentis Grade 4 – Cranston Calvert School to Kindergarten Teacher – Pell Elementary School 09/03/13 
Diane Sheehan Art Teacher – Pell Elementary School/TMS to Art Teacher – Pell Elementary School 09/03/13 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Transfers, as presented.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion carried (5-2).  Voting 
against the motion were:  Robert J. Leary and Thomas S. Phelan.    
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APPOINTMENTS   

Name Date 
 

Dale Blaess Head Teacher Lower School – Pell Elementary School 09/03/13 
Jessica Gelfand School Psychologist – Newport Public Schools (pending RIDE certification) 09/03/13 
Traci Westman Head Teacher Upper School – Pell Elementary School 09/03/13 
Donald Chilton Music Teacher (FTE .5) (SY 2013-2014) – Newport Public Schools 09/03/13 
John Heino Assistant Football Coach – Rogers High School 09/03/13 
Karen Vendituoli Grade 8 English Language Arts Teacher (SY 2013-2014) – Thompson Middle School 09/03/13 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointments, as presented.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed. The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 

 
RECALLS   

Name Date 
   
Ashley Considder BSP Special Education Teacher – Thompson Middle School 08/29/13 
Jennifer Green Kindergarten Teacher – Pell Elementary School 08/29/13 
Katherine Hirst Speech Language Pathologist – Newport Public Schools 08/29/13 
Stacey Lyon Librarian .5 FTE – Newport Public Schools 08/29/13 
Lauren Miraglia Special Education Teacher – Pell Elementary School 08/29/13 
Keyla Palmucci Special Education Teacher – Thompson Middle School 08/29/13 
Amie Shinego Computer Teacher – Thompson Middle School 08/29/13 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Recalls, as presented.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion carried (5-2).  Voting against 
the motion were:  Robert J. Leary and Thomas S. Phelan.   
 

RESIGNATIONS 
Name 

Felicia Connelly Special Education Para Ed – Cranston Calvert School 08/15/13 
Steven Schreiner Art Teacher – Newport Public Schools 08/16/13 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Resignations, as presented.  Mr. Phelan 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   
 
Mrs. Bolan favored bringing Recalls back before school opening.  Discussion and 
review followed regarding enrollment and staffing.  Ms. Bolan stated, for the record, 
she favored bringing Recalls forward for School Committee action prior to the 
beginning of school.  
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3.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
 

3.1 At 6:56 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to go into Executive Session 
under jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – 
Exceptions (a)(1) Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected 
have been notified in advance in writing and advised that they may 
require that the discussion be held in an open session; (a)(2) Collective 
Bargaining and Litigation; and (a)(7) a matter related to the question of 
the investment of public funds where the premature disclosure would 
adversely affect the public interest.  Public funds shall include any 
investment plan.  Ms. Bolan seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0). 

 
          EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 

 
OPEN SESSION 

 
 At 8:59 p.m., Dr. Flowers made a motion to reconvene the meeting in open 

session.  Dr. Powers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  
 
 

4.0 ADJOURNMENT. 
 

At 9 p.m., Dr. Flowers made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
 
 
 
 

________________________   _________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.   John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 

 
 


