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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Wednesday, August 31, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES  
 
 

1.0 OPENING ITEMS. 
  

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Mr. Kelley called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m., at the Newport Public Schools’ 
Administration Center, in Room 924.   

  
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  

Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley, Vice Chairperson Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. 
Flowers, Ph.D., Jo Eva Gaines, Robert J. Leary, Thomas S. Phelan, and Dr. 
Charles P. Shoemaker.  School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John 
H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 

2.0  ACTION ITEMS. 
 
2.1  Personnel Actions. 
 

2.1.1 Appointments. 
 

• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
Appointment of: Leigh Vouté, Guidance Counselor, Thompson 
Middle School, effective September 1, 2011, as presented.  Mrs. 
Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Appointment of:  Kate Faerber O’Neill, Grade 4 Teacher, 
Coggeshall School, effective September 1, 2011, as presented.  
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-
0).   

 
• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Appointment of:  Robert Toribio, Kindergarten Teacher, 
Underwood School, effective September 1, 2011, as presented.  
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-
0).   
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• Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
Appointment of:  Kara Leary, Grade 5 Teacher, Thompson Middle 
School, Pending Receipt of RIDE Certificate, effective September 
1, 2011, as presented.  Ms. Bolan seconded the motion, which 
carried (6-1-0).  Recused was:  Robert J. Leary, citing that Kara 
Leary was his niece.  Ms. Leary was in the audience and 
recognized by Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi.   

 
• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Appointment of:  Keyla Hernandez, Grade 5 Teacher, Thompson 
Middle School, effective September 1, 2011, as presented.  Mrs. 
Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Appointment of:  Lauren Miraglia, Special Education Teacher, 
Cranston-Calvert School, effective September 1, 2011, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).   

 
• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Appointment of:  Ashley Considder, Special Education Teacher, 
Behavioral Support, Thompson Middle School, effective 
September 1, 2011, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Appointment of:  Kristen Connell, Special Education Teacher, 
Rogers High School, 2011-2012 School-Year Only, effective 
September 1, 2011, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
2.1.2 Stipend/Advisory One-Year Only Appointments. 
 

• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
following individuals to Stipend/Advisory One-Year Only 
Appointments, effective September 1, 2011, as presented:   

 
Beth Khalfayan Head Teacher – Coggeshall School  
Sheila DeAscentis Bus/Playground Duty – Cranston Calvert School  
Rebekah Rosen-Gomez Bus/Playground Duty – Cranston Calvert School  
Barbara O’Neill Head Teacher – Cranston Calvert School  
Traci Westman Bus/Playground Duty – Sullivan/Triplett School  
Traci Westman Head Teacher – Sullivan/Triplett School  
Nicole Silvia Bus/Playground Duty – Underwood School  
Kathy McKeon Head Teacher – Underwood School  
Erika Hansson TMS Student Council Advisor  
Lisa Olaynack TMS Theater Advisor  



Newport School Committee                      Special Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, August 31, 2011, 7:00 p.m.  

  
 

Page 3 of 6 

Laurie Sullivan TMS Junior National Honor Society Advisor  
Barbara Walton-Faria TMS Junior National Honor Society Advisor  
Karen Gallagher TMS Yearbook Advisor  
Sharon McDonnell TMS Yearbook Advisor  
Frank Newsome RHS Bus/Cafeteria Duty  
Melissa Henry ALP Reading Specialist  
Gretchen Pantig ALP Reading Specialist  
William Kimes ALP Special Education Teacher  

 
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-
0).  

 
2.1.3 Transfers. 
 

•  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
Transfer of:  Lee Russell, Grade 5 Teacher to Grade 6 Social 
Studies Teacher, Thompson Middle School, effective September 1, 
2011, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
•  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Transfer of:  Kevin bolano, Grade 4 Teacher to Grade 3/Grade 4 
Teacher, Underwood School, effective September 1, 2011, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0). 

 
•  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

Transfer of:  Seidy Jolly, .6 Spanish Teacher to 1.0 Spanish 
Teacher, Rogers High School, effective September 1, 2011, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0). 

 
 2.1.4 Recall. 
  

•  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
Recall of:  Kendra Tarlton, Special Education Para Educator PCA, 
Thompson Middle School, effective September 6, 2011, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0). 

 
2.1.5 Resignations.                                                                                                                           
 

• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
Resignation of:  Nick Zambrotta, Baseball Coach, Rogers High 
School, effective August 22, 2011, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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• Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
Resignation of:  Amy Kalif, Spanish Teacher, Rogers High School, 
effective August 26, 2011, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   
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3.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION.   
 

3.1 At 7:03 p.m., Ms. Bolan made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in 
advance in writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held 
in an open session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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                                        EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 
 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
 

At 7:32 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session.   
 
 

5.0 ADJOURNMENT.   
 

At 7:33 p.m., Mr. Leary made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Gaines seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 

______________________________      _______________________________ 
Patrick K. Kelley      John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 
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