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Approve 09/13/2011.            5.1 
 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, August 9, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
MINUTES  

1.0 OPENING ITEMS
 

. 

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley called the Regular Meeting 
of the Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Newport 
Public Schools’ Administration Center, in Room 924.   

 
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  

Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley, Vice Chairperson Rebecca Bolan, Sandra 
J. Flowers, Ph.D., Jo Eva Gaines, Robert J. Leary, Thomas S. Phelan, 
and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.  School Department:  Superintendent of 
Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Property Services Paul 
Fagan, and Rogers High School Principal Patricia DiCenso. 

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
1.4 Moment of Silence.  There was no Moment of Silence to present.  

 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT
 

.  No Public Comment was received.     

3.0 Resolutions and Certificates of Achievement

 

.  No Resolutions and/or 
Certificates of Achievement were presented.  

4.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES
 

.     

4.1 Student Council Update:  Amy Richards.  Student Council Updates will 
begin at the September 13, 2011, Regularly Scheduled School Committee 
Meeting.   

 
5.0 CONSENT AGENDA
 

.   

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   
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5.1 Approval of Minutes.    
 

5.1.1 Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, June 9, 2011.  Mrs. 
Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Thursday, June 9, 2011, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
5.1.2 Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, June 14, 2011.  Mrs. 

Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Regular 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, June 14, 2011, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
5.1.3 Special Meeting Minutes of Monday, June 20, 2011.  Mrs. 

Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Monday, June 20, 2011, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
5.1.4 Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, June 23, 2011.  Mrs. 

Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Thursday, June 23, 2011, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
5.1.5 Special Meeting Minutes of Monday, June 27, 2011.  Mrs. 

Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Monday, June 27, 2011, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
5.1.6 Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, July 7, 2011.  Mrs. 

Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Thursday, July 7, 2011, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
5.1.7 Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, July 28, 2011.  Mrs. 

Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Thursday, July 28, 2011, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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5.2 Personnel Actions.     
  
  5.2.1 Resignation. 
 

• Mrs. Gaines made a motion to rescind the resignation for 
retirement effective June 29, 2011 of:    Maria Mare Schulz, 
as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (7-0). 
 

• Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept resignation for 
retirement effective December 25, 2011 of:  Maria Mare 
Schulz, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (7-0).   
 

5.2.2  Leave Request. 
 

• Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Paternity Leave 
Request of:  Theodore Hackman, Rogers High School 
Mathematics Teacher, effective September 28, 2011 to 
October 14, 2011, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  
 

5.3 Requests for Home Instruction.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve 
the Requests for Home Instruction, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).     

 
6.0 ACTION
 

.  

 6.1 Policy No. 5540:  Newport Public Schools – Students – Disciplinary 
Policies – Dress and Grooming Code – SECOND READING 
(Amendment).  Dr. Flowers reviewed the proposed amendments for the 
Second and final Reading of the Policy on Dress and Grooming Code, 
reflecting revisions on Page 3 of the Proposed Policy Amendment, as 
follows: Incidents—Nos. 1 through 4 were each defined separately to 
include the specific consequence; and, in addition, on Page 3 of the 
Property Policy Amendment, the words “long shirt” was defined, as well.  
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adopt Policy No. 5540:  Newport Public 
Schools – Students – Disciplinary Policies – Dress and Grooming 
Code. Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The 
motion carried unanimously (7-0).    
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 6.2  Approval of Food Service Contract Between Compass 
Group/Chartwells and Newport Public Schools.  Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the Food Service Contract was still under 
review by the Rhode Island Department of Education and Chartwells’ 
attorneys.  Discussion followed.  Dr. Ambrogi stated that once he and Neil 
Galvin, Chartwells’ attorneys, and the Rhode Island Department of 
Education have agreed to an agreement, the proposed recommended 
Contract will be brought forward to the Committee for action.  Therefore, 
no action was taken this evening.    

 
   On another matter, Ms. Bolan stated that, under the requirements of the 

federal nutrition law, the cost of all paid meals, at all schools, for the 
coming school year have increased by ten cents.         

 
6.3 Reject Bid Award for Newport Area Career and Technical 

Center/Administration Building—Exterior Door Replacement.  In that 
there was only one bidder, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 
recommended that the Committee reject the bid and go out to bid a 
second time to see whether or not the district could obtain a more 
competitive price.  Discussion followed.  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to 
reject the Bid for “Newport Area Career and Technical 
Center/Administration Building—Exterior Door Replacement”. Mrs. 
Gaines seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  At the request of Mr. 
Leary, Dr. Ambrogi reaffirmed that the monies for this project was 
provided in the $1.2 million Newport Area Career and Technical Center 
Building Transfer Agreement from the state to the City of Newport.  Mr. 
Kelley requested that the Committee be provided the sequencing of 
scheduled projects, representing $1.2 million. The motion carried 
unanimously (7-0).     

 
 6.4 Approve Bid Award for Heating Fuel Oil—2011-2012.  Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the district’s demand for heating fuel 
oil would not be as robust this year as in previous years due to the 
transition to natural gas at Rogers High School.  As is done annually, Dr. 
Ambrogi indicated that the district participated in this year’s East Bay Fuel 
Bid, which was opened today; and, as a result, there were no bidders, 
and it will be rebid.  Therefore, no action was taken this evening.  
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7.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS
 

. 

7.1 Rogers High School—Virtual High School Program—Update.  At the 
request of Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi, Rogers High School Principal 
Patricia DiCenso provided the Committee with an annual Report on the 
Virtual High School Program.  Discussion followed.  Dr. Ambrogi stated 
that it appears the program is doing exactly what it purports to do—that is 
to provide students with the opportunity to take courses that they would 
otherwise be unable to access.     

 
7.2 Sullivan School—Surplus Property—Update.  Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the district had been active in trying to 
dispose of unneeded equipment and supplies from Sullivan School in 
anticipation of its demolition.  As a result of the Public Surplus Property 
Sale that was held at Sullivan School last Friday, August 5, 2011, 
Property Services Director Paul Fagan stated that the district netted $32 
(four customers).  Discussion followed. 

 
7.3 Truancy Summit—Update.  School Committee Chairperson Mr. Kelley 

and Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the district was 
moving forward with its Truancy Summit scheduled to be held on 
Thursday, August 18, 2011, beginning at 3 p.m., at Thompson Middle 
School, in the Cafeteria.  Dr. Ambrogi indicated that letters of invite were 
mailed last week to community members and partners requesting their 
participation in the Summit.  Discussion followed regarding how high 
absenteeism impacts negatively on student achievement and has a direct 
correlation with school dropout rates and how this has become identified 
as a nation-wide problem.  Discussion also followed regarding the 
recently enacted “2011—New Rhode Island Compulsory School 
Attendance Law”, wherein the Rhode Island Legislature amended the 
compulsory education law by raising the dropout age from 16 to 18 and 
placing new restrictions on parents seeking a waiver and on schools 
granting waivers.   

 
7.4 Pell School Building Committee—Update.  Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Ambrogi stated that the Pell Building Committee would be 
reconvening some time during the next two weeks to continue its 
important work.  School Committee Chairperson Mr. Kelley reminded the 
Committee that the Pell School Design Development for Stage III 
Construction Process Meeting would be held tomorrow afternoon, August 
10, 2011, at the Rhode Island Department of Education.  Discussion 
followed.    
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7.5 Sullivan School Students to Triplett School—Transition Plan—
Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi outlined the progress 
made to date regarding the move of Sullivan School to Triplett School for 
this September.  To date, he stated that the building has been cleaned, 
the roof has been patched, the playground has been prepared, the play 
equipment delivered—but not yet set up, the sprinkler system installed, 
and the fire system partially installed—with the remainder to be 
completed prior to the start of school.  He also indicated that the district 
was in the process of making sure that the food service equipment is in 
good working order.  Discussion followed.  At the request of Mrs. Gaines, 
Dr. Ambrogi stated that the annual facilities tour would be conducted prior 
to the opening of school on September 6, 2011.     

 
7.6 Thompson Middle School—Entrance.  Discussion followed regarding 

the option of reconfiguring the front entrance way at Thompson Middle 
School from concrete to all granite.  Dr. Ambrogi stated that in order to 
reconfigure the entrance way with all granite, architectural specifications 
would need to be developed so that construction contractors could bid on 
the project.  He then reviewed with the Committee the quote of $16,200 
obtained from Halvorson Design Partnership, Inc., to develop such bid 
specifications, as well as a preliminary cost estimate of between 
$145,000 to $165,000 from a vendor to have the entrance all granite.  
Discussion followed regarding next steps. Given current budget 
constraints, Dr. Ambrogi recommended that the all-granite entrance for 
Thompson Middle School not be pursued at this time.  He indicated that 
the district could not complete any work at Thompson Middle School’s 
entrance way, at this point in time, prior to the school’s opening on 
September 6th

 

.   Dr. Shoemaker stated his support for all—granite exterior 
stairs. Property Services Director Mr. Fagan spoke to the Committee’s 
questions regarding the need for architectural specifications.  At the 
request of Mrs. Gaines, Committee Members agreed to refer this issue to 
the Facilities Subcommittee, provide an update to the full Committee at 
their October Meeting, and revisit this matter for action next spring.   

7.7 Subcommittee Reports.  To date, there were no Subcommittee Reports 
presented.    
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8.0 REPORTS FROM SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF
 

.  

8.1 Enrollment Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed 
the Enrollment Reports, as of June 23, 2011, and projected 2011-2012 
enrollments, to date.   He indicated the possibility that additional staff may 
be needed and movement of students from current schools might be 
needed.  Dr. Flowers made a motion to accept the Enrollment Reports, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(7-0).   

 
8.2 Damage Reports.  No Damage Reports were presented.  
    
8.3 Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi listed 

for the Committee his activities to date.  Through the Early Intervention 
Program (“Baby Steps”), Dr. Shoemaker reviewed with the Committee 
their collaborative efforts to apply for a “Promise Neighborhood” Grant.  
Dr. Flowers made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s Update, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(7-0).   

 
9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS
 

.   

9.1 Meeting and Agenda Requests.  The Committee reviewed Meeting and 
Agenda Requests: (1) Truancy Summit of Thursday, August 18, 2011, 
beginning at 3 p.m., at Thompson Middle School, in the Cafeteria; (2)  
Facilities Subcommittee Meeting to review Thompson Middle School 
Entrance; (3) Special Meeting to hire additional staff, as may be needed, 
award Food Service Contract, and to award Heating Fuel Oil Bid.   
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10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION
 

.   

10.1 At 7:58 p.m., Mrs. Bolan made a motion to go into Executive Session 
under jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – 
Exceptions (a)(1) Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected 
have been notified in advance in writing and advised that they may 
require that the discussion be held in an open session; and (a)(2) 
Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (7-0).   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 
SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 

OPEN SESSION 
 

 
At 8:15 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session.   
 
 
11.0 ADJOURNMENT
 

.   

At 8:16 p.m., Mr. Phelan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Leary 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 
 
______________________________     _______________________________ 
Patrick K. Kelley     John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson     Clerk 
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