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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 
 

 
MINUTES  

 
1.0 OPENING ITEMS
 

. 

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Mr. Patrick Kelley called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 5:00 p.m., at the Newport Public Schools’ 
Administration Center, Room 924.   

  
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows: School Committee Members:  

Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley, Vice Chairperson Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. 
Flowers, Ph.D., Jo Eva Gaines, Robert J. Leary, Thomas S. Phelan, and Dr. 
Charles P. Shoemaker.  School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John 
H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.    
 

2.0 ACTION ITEMS
 

.  

2.1 To Consider the Recommendation of the Newport School Department’s 
Building Subcommittee for the Pell Elementary School regarding 
Construction/Building Timelines and the Design of the New Pell School.  

 
 Chairperson Mr. Kelley updated the public on the travel of the Pell Construction 

Process to date and read aloud the first motion for the Committee’s 
consideration, as indicated below. 

 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to authorize the Pell School Building Committee, 

HMFH Architects, and Strategic Building Solutions to complete RIDE Stage III 
schematic designs using double loaded corridors for the upper and lower 
schools with centrally located common core elements as presented by HMFH, 
and recommended by the Building Committee, on February 14, 2011, and to 
conduct public workshops during the Development Design Process to present 
changes and details that may be incorporated during the next phase of the 
project.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.   

 
 Discussion followed.    
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 Public Input was received from:  
 
 Resident and Parent Kelley Cord, who read aloud her (attached) e-mail 

forwarded to the School Committee earlier in the day.  She requested to hold 
action this evening.  Resident and Parent Drew Carey read aloud his (attached) 
statement, requesting to hold action this evening.  Resident and Parent Amy 
Machado stated her support for the Committee’s proposed actions this evening.  
Resident Cara Lane stated that she didn’t feel they were being listened to by 
the Committee. 

 
  Discussion followed.  School Committee Members stated their support for the 

motion, with the exception of Ms. Bolan, citing that she would like to delay 
action for one week in order to have an additional Public Forum.  Mr. Leary 
stated that he was voting in support of the motion as a “footprint”.   

 
 Public Input was received from:  Resident George Blake who asked that the 

motion be re-read aloud.  
 
  Mr. Kelley re-read the motion aloud, cited the many public meetings held on the 

construction project to date (attached), and further spoke to the Citizens’ 
Formal Complaint to the Rhode Island Department of Education (attached).  Mr. 
Leary then took a moment to define “footprint”, as the “T-Shape”.  

 
 The motion carried (6-1).  Voting against the motion was Rebecca Bolan, citing 

that she would like to delay action for one week in order to have an additional 
Public Forum.   

 
 Mr. Kelley defined and read aloud the second motion for the Committee’s 

consideration, as indicated below:  
 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Pell School Construction 

Schedule which includes commencing abatement and demolition during the 
summer of 2011 and a construction completion date of no later than March 31, 
2013.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0).   
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3.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION
 

.   

3.1 At 5:40 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in 
advance in writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held 
in an open session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 
SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 

  
OPEN SESSION 

 
At 6:01 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session.   

 
 

3.0 ADJOURNMENT
 

.   

At 6:02 p.m., Dr. Flowers made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Phelan seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 

______________________________      _______________________________ 
Patrick K. Kelley      John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 
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