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Approve 03/08/2011.            5.1 
 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES  
 
1.0 OPENING ITEMS. 
 

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley called the Regular Meeting 
of the Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Newport 
Public Schools’ Administration Center, in Room 924.   

 
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  

Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley, Vice Chairperson Rebecca Bolan, Sandra 
J. Flowers, Ph.D., Jo Eva Gaines, Robert J. Leary, Thomas S. Phelan, 
and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.  School Department:  Superintendent of 
Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Property Services Paul 
Fagan, and Director of Curriculum and Instruction Caroline Frey, Ed.D. 

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
1.4 Moment of Silence.  Moment of Silence was presented, as follows: 

 
• Herbert Walter Baker, Jr.:  who passed away on Wednesday, 

January 10, 2011, at Newport Hospital.  He was the son of the late 
Herbert W. and Mary (Amaral) Baker and brother of the late 
Norman Baker.  Born in Newport, Mr. Baker retired after his 28 
years of service as Plant Engineer at Rogers High School. He 
leaves behind his wife, Madeline (Aleicho) Baker, of Middletown, 
four children, eleven grandchildren, eight great grandchildren, and 
his sister, Carol Thews, of Rippens, Wisconsin.   

 
• Maxine Fletcher:  who passed away on Thursday, January 20, 

2011, at home, after a brief illness.  She was the wife of the late 
Ralph L. Fletcher, Jr., the late Patrick F. O’Mahony, M.D., and the 
late George S. Pulliam.  Born in Providence, she was the daughter 
of the late Willard and Eva Bundy.  Mrs. Fletcher grew up in 
Edgewood and graduated from Cranston High School in 1944.  
She was a graduate of Sargent College at Boston University.  Mrs. 
Fletcher is survived by her three children and six grandchildren 
and was the mother-in-law of Coggeshall School Principal Michael 
Franco.   
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• Patricia Catherine Conrad:  who passed away on Friday, 
January 21, 2011, at St. Luke’s Hospital, New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, after a long illness.  Born in Newport, she was the 
daughter of the late Philip A. and Catherine (O’Brien) Maguire, and 
the wife of the late Lloyd T. Conrad.  Mrs. Conrad was a 1939 
graduate of Rogers High School and received her Bachelor’s 
Degree from the University of Rhode Island in 1943.  While serving 
as Principal/Teacher at the Miss Collings School in Newport, she 
received her Master’s Degree at Salve Regina University and, 
thereafter, began her career in public education as a Reading 
Specialist for Newport Public Schools.  In 1981, she was 
recognized as the Newport Teacher of the Year, before retiring in 
June of that year.  Mrs. Conrad is survived by two sons, one 
daughter, her sister, Phyllis Martin, of Middletown, twelve 
grandchildren, six great grandchildren, and six nephews and 
nieces.  She was predeceased by her daughter, Patricia Conrad 
Marx, (Special Educator at Newport Public Schools), and her 
brother, Thomas Maguire.  

 
• Barbara F. Lawrence:  who passed away on Thursday, January 

27, 2011, at home.  She was the wife of the late Steven Lawrence, 
Jr.  Born in Newport, she was the daughter of the late Ralph M. 
and Gladys M. (Lawton) Hicks.  Mrs. Lawrence is survived by her 
four children, her sister, Mary L. McKinnon, of Illinois, twelve 
grandchildren, and fourteen great-grandchildren.  She was the 
sister of the late Ralph J. and Joseph E. Hicks, and Anne M. 
LeDoux.  Mrs. Lawrence was the mother of Thompson Middle 
School Special Education Para Educator Stephanie Biello and 
mother-in-law of Thompson Middle School Plant Engineer David 
Biello.     

 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT.   
 

2.1 Public Comment was received from Newport Public Schools’ Carpenter 
and Resident Gary Michael regarding concern in the ongoing reduction of 
maintenance staff.   

 
Mr. Leary made a motion to amend the Agenda by taking out of order Items No. 4.1 
and 7.1 to follow.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    
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4.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.   
 
4.1 Student Council Update:  Cassandra McCarthy.  Student Council 

President and School Committee Representative Cassandra McCarthy 
provided the Committee with an update on Student Activities of the 
Student Council.   

 
7.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS. 
 

7.1 Pell School Building Committee—Update. 
 
 Mr. Kelley provided a travel of the new school construction process to 
date and encouraged the public to view the newly constructed link on the 
Newport Public Schools’ Website—“Pell School Information” to review 
site plans, and to forward suggestions and/or comments via the e-mail 
link indicated as “pellschoolsuggestions@newportrischools.org”. Public 
Input was received from:  Resident and Parent Melissa Pattavina, 
Resident and Parent Drew Carey, and Resident and Architect James 
Asbel.  Ms. Pattavina stated that the community should have been 
involved in the design process. Mr. Carey requested the School 
Committee open the design development process to solicit the best 
possible range of designs with community participation through a 
Request for Qualification Process for an Architect.  Mr. Asbel discussed 
e-mail messages that focused on his criticism of HMFH Architects and 
his recommendation not to continue the contract with the firm. Public 
Input continued from a series of speakers, many of whom cited the 
community should have been more fully engaged in the design process.   
As Chair of the School Committee’s Public Relations Subcommittee, Ms. 
Bolan suggested that this Subcommittee be utilized as a vehicle for 
community engagement throughout the Pell School Construction 
Process. 
 

At approximately 8:22 p.m., the Committee took a brief recess.   
 
At approximately 8:29 p.m., the Committee resumed its meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pellschoolsuggestions@newportrischools.org�
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3.0 LAYOFF PROCESS. 
  
 3.1 Pre-Deprivation Hearings. 
 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi briefed the Committee on the Pre-
Deprivation Process.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to open the Hearings 
at 8:30 p.m.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).  Dr. Ambrogi explained that the individual teachers, 
the Teachers’ Association of Newport, the National Education Association 
Representative Jane Argentieri, and the School Committee all received 
copies of the non-renewal/suspension/layoff notices sent to the thirty (30) 
General Education—Non-Tenured (Non-Renewal), and six (6) General 
Education—Tenured (Suspensions/Layoff), and that these Hearings were 
needed to comply with the March 1, 2011, notification deadline.  Dr. 
Ambrogi reviewed the Layoff Process with the Committee and stated that 
Process could be mitigated if state law permitted a notification deadline of 
either May 15th or June 1st.  Chairperson Mr. Kelley stated that individual 
teachers and/or their representatives might have an opportunity to 
address the Committee if they so desired.  No teachers and/or their 
representatives addressed the Committee.  No further discussion was 
held.       

 
3.2 Non-Renewal/Suspension/Layoff and/or Termination of Personnel.  

 
 Ms. Bolan made a motion to adopt a Resolution for the non-

renewal/suspension/layoff of the teaching contracts of the personnel, as 
listed, at the end of the 2010-2011 School Year:  

 
 General Education—Non-Tenured:  Alaina Behbehani, Donna Bezila, 

Hope Chela, Britany Coleman, Elizabeth Copeley, Kacie Gallo, Ian 
Gollub, Allison Gontero, Jennifer Green, Jenifer Griffith, Katharine Hirst, 
Christina Korney, Andrw Martucci, Megan McCauley, Amanda Paloian, 
Lorraine Pfeifer, Jessica Rosa, Maria Sabetta, Amie Shinego, Marlena 
Williams, and Kaitlin Wilson; and 

 
  General Education—Tenured:  Rachel Andrews, Stephanie DeAscentis, 

Scott Dickison, John Dusel, John Heino, Michal Kuriscak, Stacey Lyon, 
Lee Russell, and James Silva.  

 
 Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, with regret.  Discussion followed.  The 

motion carried unanimously (7-0).   
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4.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.   
 
4.1 Student Council Update:  Cassandra McCarthy.  Student Council 

President and School Committee Representative Cassandra McCarthy 
provided the Committee with an update on Student Activities of the 
Student Council.   

 
5.0 CONSENT AGENDA.   
 
 Dr. Flowers made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Mrs. 

Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  Discussion 
followed.  Committee Members recognized Letters of Retirement received.   

 
5.1 Approval of Minutes.   

 
5.1.1 Organizational Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 11, 2011.  

Dr. Flowers made a motion to consent to the approval of the 
Organizational Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 11, 2011, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).    

 
5.1.2 Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 11, 2011.  Dr. 

Flowers made a motion to consent to the approval of the Regular 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 11, 2011, as presented.  
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-
0).    

 
5.2 Personnel Actions.   

  
5.2.1 Retirements.  

 
 Dr. Flowers made a motion to consent to the approval of the three 

Requests for Retirements, as presented. Mrs. Gaines seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).       

 
5.2.2 Resignations.   

 
 Dr. Flowers made a motion to consent to the approval of the two 

Requests for Resignations, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).       

 
5.2.3 Leaves of Absence.  

 
Dr. Flowers made a motion to consent to the approval of the five 
Requests for Leave of Absence, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   
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Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi distributed the approved Personnel 
Actions, as attached. 

 
5.3 NACTC Tuition Rates 2010-2011.  Dr. Flowers made a motion to 

approve the NACTC Tuition Rates for 2010-2011, as presented.  Mrs. 
Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
6.0 ACTION.  
 

6.1 Policy No. 7220:  Facilities—School Property Disposal—SECOND 
READING (New).  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the 
suggested amendments requested and approved by Counsel Neil Galvin 
regarding the new proposed Policy for Second Reading.  Mrs. Gaines 
made a motion to adopt Policy No. 7220:  Facilities—School Property 
Disposal—SECOND READING (New), as amended. Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Leary thanked the Policy 
Subcommittee for inserting Policy language whereby the City would have 
“first right of refusal” before public auctioning of surplus property.  Mr. 
Leary suggested that language be inserted to reflect that a final walk 
through would be conducted with both school and city administrations at 
the conclusion of the school property disposal process. The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
6.2 Policy No. 1540:  Newport Public Schools—Article II—Regular 

Meetings—FIRST READING (Amendment).  Discussion followed 
regarding amending this Policy to reflect a  time limit of 10 p.m., rather 
than 11 p.m., as is currently stated, to end Open Session of a School 
Committee Meeting.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adopt Policy No. 
1540:  Newport Public Schools—Article II—Regular Meetings—FIRST 
READING, as amended.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed.  The motion carried (6-1).  Voting against the motion was 
Robert J. Leary, stating the importance to complete the open session 
regardless of time.        

 
6.3 Policy No. 1585:  Newport Public Schools—Article VII—Formulation 

of Policies—Maintenance of Policy Manual—FIRST READING 
(Amendment).  Discussion followed regarding this amendment requiring 
that there be a change to the number of readings that a School 
Committee Policy must have prior to its adoption.  Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that two readings is a nationwide standard 
and facilitates smooth operation of a school department.  He further 
stated that, with the advent of the internet, the District may easily place 
Policies on the website for comment.  He did indicate, however, that this 
amendment does not require that a Policy be enacted in two consecutive 
readings but does allow that a Policy be enacted in two consecutive 
readings, with the understanding that it may take more time for 
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discussion.  Ms. Bolan made a motion to adopt Policy No. 1585:  Newport 
Public Schools—Article VII—Formulation of Policies—Maintenance of 
Policy Manual—FIRST READING, as amended.  Dr. Flowers seconded 
the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion carried (6-1).  Voting 
against the motion was:  Robert J. Leary, stating that three meetings are 
important.    

 
6.4 Policy No. 5300:  Newport Public Schools—Students—

Administrative Policies—District Wellness Policy—FIRST READING 
(Amendment).    At the request of Subcommittee Chairperson Ms. Bolan, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that this item was originally 
placed on the Agenda, but additional work and analysis is needed at the 
Policy Subcommittee level prior to introducing an amendment on the 
Wellness Policy to the full School Committee.  No action was taken.     

 
6.5 Request for School Uniform Legislation.  As a result of a recent 

survey administered by the district to implement a School Uniform 
Program, Chairperson Mr. Kelley reported out that the support for school 
uniforms was overwhelming, with 78.8 percent of the parents in favor and 
85.1 percent of the staff responding favorably.  The Committee agreed 
that legislation be introduced similar to the proposed legislation which 
was passed to enable Woonsocket Public Schools to move forward with 
their School Uniform Program; and, when Woonsocket Public Schools 
receives the decision from the Rhode Island Department of Education 
regarding parental challenges to their Policy, Newport would then know 
how to next proceed in the process. Mr. Kelley then read aloud the 
proposed legislation, as follows: 

 
City of Newport—School Dress Code—The Newport School Committee, 
in conjunction with the Superintendent, may adopt a school dress code 
for Newport elementary, middle, and high school students; provided, that: 
 
(1)  the Principal, staff, and parents have had an opportunity to offer 

suggestions and  comments; 
 
(2) the dress code shall be adopted at a time determined by the 

School Committee, and the School Committee shall give notice to 
the parents three (3) months before a dress code is required; and 

 
(3) that on days when a nationally recognized youth organization has 

a scheduled function, students participating in this organization 
shall be exempt from the dress code on that day.  
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 Discussion followed.  The Committee and the administration agreed that 
the proposed legislation, should it pass, would only focus on establishing 
a School Uniform Program at its elementary and middle school levels. 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to request the Legislature to introduce the 
Newport School Dress Code Legislation, as presented.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
6.6 Appointment of Chief Negotiator for Collective Bargaining.  Dr. 

Flowers made a motion to appoint Mary Ann Carroll, from the Firm of 
Brennan, Recupero, Cascione, Scungio and McAllister, LLP, of 
Providence, Rhode Island, to be the Chief Negotiator representing the 
School Department in matters relating to the Collective Bargaining 
Agreements between the Newport School Committee and Council 94—
Local 841 and Teachers’ Association of Newport.  Ms. Bolan seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).     

 
6.7 Authorize Request for Proposals—Food Services. Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that it might be appropriate to develop a 
Request for Proposal for food service vendors for the 2011-2012 school 
year and beyond, as it was his understanding that the state is developing 
new guidelines for these Request for Proposals.  Should the Committee    
authorize the development of this Request for Proposal, when the state 
guidelines come out, Dr. Ambrogi stated that the administration could 
move expeditiously in providing information to the various food service 
providers regarding the district’s needs in an advertised Request for 
Proposals.  Discussion followed.  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to 
authorize the development of a Request for Proposal for Food Services, 
as presented.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).     

 
6.8  Newport Public Schools’ Calendar—2011-2012.    Mrs. Gaines made a 

motion to adopt the Newport Public Schools’ Calendar for 2011-2012, as 
presented.  Ms. Bolan seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The 
motion carried (7-0).   

 
7.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS. 
 

7.1 Pell School Building Committee—Update.  Taken out of order earlier 
in the meeting.  [Refer to Page 3.]  
 

7.2 Sullivan School Students to Triplett School—Transition Plan. 
 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi outlined the logistical issues that 
would need to be addressed to accommodate the move of Sullivan 
School to Triplett School for the 2011 school year, indicating that he had 
already met with the Fire Marshall to determine what Life Safety 
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improvements would be mandated at Triplett School. Discussion 
followed.  Chairperson Mr. Kelley did request that the Sullivan School 
Community have a transitional meeting with administration.  Mr. Leary 
requested monthly updates on the progress of the Sullivan School 
Students to Triplett School—Transition Plan.  

 
7.3 Thompson Middle School—Review of Recess Area and Activities.  

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated the recess area and 
activities outside of Thompson Middle School would be revisited and 
suggested that Property Services Director Paul Fagan, City Recreation 
Director Susan Cooper, Thompson Middle School Principal Eric Thomas, 
and an Elementary Principal meet with a group of parents, so that the 
district could come up with activities that are meaningful, provide 
exercise, and continue to ensure safety for fifth grade students. 
Discussion followed.  Ms. Bolan stated that the Wellness Subcommittee 
could assist.      

 
7.4 Thompson Middle School—Redesign Update [Workshop Date].  The 

Committee agreed to schedule a Workshop on the progress of the 
Thompson Middle School Redesign Program, preferably to be held on  
Tuesday, March 22, 2011, at Thompson Middle School. 

 
7.5 NWEA Test Results and Analysis.  Curriculum and Instruction Director 

Dr. Caroline Frey provided a PowerPoint Presentation on the NWEA 
Fall—Winter 2010 Test Results and Analysis, focusing on the following 
topics:  What data shows in the different content areas; how data is being 
used to drive instruction; DesCartes Menu and Intervention; and NWEA 
and the Common Core Standards.  Discussion followed.    

 
7.6 Subcommittee Reports.  No discussion.    

 
8.0 REPORTS FROM SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF.  
 

8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Ambrogi reviewed the Expenditure and Revenue Reports, as of 
December 31, 2010.  Discussion followed.   Dr. Flowers made a motion to 
accept the Expenditure and Revenue Reports, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
8.2 Enrollment Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed 

the Enrollment Reports, as of January 31, 2011.  Discussion followed.  Dr. 
Flowers made a motion to accept the Enrollment Reports, as presented. 
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
8.3 Damage Reports.  There were no Damage Reports presented. 
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8.4 Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi listed 
for the Committee his activities to date:  

 
1. RI Public Expenditure Council Regionalization Meeting (01-10-2011) 
2. Pell School Project—Bond Financing Meeting— 

w/City and RIHEBC [RI Health and Educational Building Corporation]  
(01-10-11)  

3. Meeting with HMFH Architects (01-11-11) 
4. Energy for RI Schools—RIDE Meeting (01-11-11) 
5. Thompson Faculty Meeting (01-11-11) 
6. Nutrition Advisory Group Meeting (01-14-11) 
7. Dr. Martin Luther King Day—(01-17-11) 

Celebration Program @ Thompson Middle School Luncheon @  
Atlantic Beach Club 

8. Meeting with HMFH Architect and the Nutrition Advisory Group (01-18-11) 
9. Meeting with Evan Start Director—Sullivan School Move (01-19-11) 
10. RI Public Expenditure Council Regionalization Meeting (01-24-11) 
11. English Language Learners—RIDE Monitoring Evaluation Results— 

Meeting with Student Services Director (01-25-11) 
12. RI Interlocal Risk Management Trust Underwriting Committee Meeting  

(01-26-11) 
13. Triplett School Site Visit with Sullivan School Principal (01-28-11) 
14. RI Interlocal Risk Management Trust Underwriting Committee Meeting  

(01-31-11) 
15. NSC Policy Subcommittee Meeting (01-31-11) 
16. Action Based Learning Presentation @ Salve Regina University (02-01-11) 
17. Pell School Design Process Meetings with: (02-02-11) 

Newport Energy and Environment Commission; Pell Building Committee; Public  
18. Newport School Committee and Newport City Council Joint Meeting (02-02-11) 
19. East Bay Educational Collaborative Board Meeting (02-04-11) 
20. Aquidneck Island Schools/Municipal Advisory Committee Meeting @  

Oliphant School (Educational Benefits Study Preliminary Presentation (02-07-11) 
 

Dr. Flowers made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s Update, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(7-0).   
 

9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS.   
 

9.1 Meeting and Agenda Requests.  The Committee reviewed Meeting and 
Agenda Requests—specifically, to schedule a Workshop on the progress 
of the Thompson Middle School Redesign Program, preferably to be held 
on Tuesday, March 22, 2011, at Thompson Middle School. 
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10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION.   
 

10.1 At 10 p.m., Ms. Bolan made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions 
(a)(1) Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been 
notified in advance in writing and advised that they may require that the 
discussion be held in an open session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining 
and Litigation.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0). 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

 
At 10:24 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session.   
 
 
11.0 ADJOURNMENT.   
 

At 10:25 p.m., Mr. Phelan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Leary 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 
 
______________________________     _______________________________ 
Patrick K. Kelley     John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson     Clerk 
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