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5.1 

 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011, 7:45 p.m. 
 

 
MINUTES  

1.0 OPENING ITEMS
 

. 

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley called the Regular Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:45 p.m. at the Thompson Middle 
School Beatrice Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.   

 
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  

Chairperson Patrick K. Kelley, Vice Chairperson Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. 
Flowers, Ph.D., Jo Eva Gaines, Robert J. Leary, Thomas S. Phelan, and Dr. 
Charles P. Shoemaker.  School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John 
H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction Caroline Frey, Ed.D., and School Committee Counsel 
Neil P. Galvin. 

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
1.4 Moment of Silence.  There was no Moment of Silence to present.     

 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT
 

.   

 2.1 No Public Comment was received.        
 
3.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES
 

.   

3.1 Student Council Update:  Cassandra McCarthy.  Student Council President 
and School Committee Representative Cassandra McCarthy provided the 
Committee with an update on Student Activities of the Student Council.   

 
4.0 RESOLUTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT

 

.  No Resolutions and/or 
Certificates of Achievement were presented.     

 
 
 
 
 
 



Newport School Committee                      Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 11, 2011, 7:45 p.m.  

  
 

Page 2 of 8 

5.0 CONSENT AGENDA
 

.   

 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  Discussion followed.  
Committee Members recognized Letters of Retirement received.   

 
5.1 Approval of Minutes.   
 

5.1.1 Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, December 14, 2010.  Mrs. 
Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Regular Meeting 
Minutes of Tuesday, December 14, 2010, as presented.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    
 

5.1.2 Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, December 16, 2010.  Mrs. 
Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special Meeting 
Minutes of Thursday, December 16, 2010, as presented.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
5.2 Personnel Actions.   
  

5.2.1 Appointments.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of 
the two Appointments, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (7-0).     

 
5.2.2 Resignations/Retirements.  
 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the two 

Requests for Resignations, as presented. Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).       

 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the six 

Requests for Retirements, as presented. Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).       

   
5.2.3 Leaves of Absence.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the 

approval of the four Requests for Leave of Absence, as presented.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi distributed the approved Personnel Actions, as 
attached. 
 
5.3 Requests for Home Instruction.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the 

one Request for Home Instruction, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
 
 



Newport School Committee                      Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 11, 2011, 7:45 p.m.  

  
 

Page 3 of 8 

6.0 ACTION
 

. 

6.1 School Committee Legal Counsel—Appointment. Mrs. Gaines made a 
motion to appoint Neil P. Galvin, Esquire, to the Position of School Committee 
Legal Counsel.  Ms. Bolan seconded the motion.  Discussion followed. Mrs. 
Gaines praised Mr. Galvin’s integrity and knowledge of school law.  Mr. Leary 
applauded Mr. Galvin for lowering his service fees.  The motion carried 
unanimously (7-0).     

 
6.2 Policy No. 7220:  Facilities—School Property Disposal—FIRST READING 

(New).  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the new proposed 
Policy for First Reading.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adopt, for First Reading, 
Policy No. 7220:  Facilities—School Property Disposal—FIRST READING 
(New), as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  
At the request of Dr. Shoemaker, Counsel Galvin will review the proposed 
Policy.  At the request of Mr. Leary, Policy language will be included whereby 
the City will have “first right of refusal” before public auctioning of surplus 
property.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
6.3 Nutrition Advisory Group—Request to Act as Advisory Committee to 

School Committee.  At the request of Chairperson Mr. Kelley, Dr. Shoemaker 
made a motion to appoint the Nutrition Advisory Group to serve as an advisory 
committee to the Newport School Committee in all matters related to student 
nutrition programs including recommended changes to the Newport School 
Committee Policy Manual to reflect best nutritional practices; interpretation of 
federal and state guidelines and regulation as they relate to school nutrition 
programs; participation in the preparation of requests for proposals for food 
service management companies and review of responses to those requests; 
and to monitor and report on the food service management company 
compliance with contract requirements related to student nutrition.  In cases 
where the food service management company is not in compliance with contract 
requirements nor requested best practices and is unwilling to correct the 
problem NAG representatives will report the incident to the Superintendent of 
Schools or his designee for action.  Ms. Bolan seconded the motion.  Discussion 
followed.  At the request of Dr. Shoemaker, the Advisory Group’s membership 
will be redefined and acted upon by the Committee at the next meeting.   The 
motion carried unanimously (7-0).  At the request of Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Ambrogi, Committee Members agreed to formalize the Nutrition Advisory 
Group’s name as the “Nutrition Advisory Committee”.   

 
6.4 Disposition of Surplus Property from Rogers High School/Newport Area 

Career and Technical Center’s Building Demo/Removal Project (Summer 
2010).  At the request of Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi, Mrs. Gaines 
made a motion that, in order to avoid significant additional expense, Legal 
Counsel is authorized to direct the vendor, Gibson Technology, LLC, to dispose 
of the surplus property as originally indicated and to apply one-half of any 
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proceeds to any balance for the cost of removal services and to provide a 
written accounting of such.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).   

 
6.5 HMFH Architects—Contract Amendment.   
 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi and School Committee Counsel Neil 
Galvin updated the Committee on the specifics of the contract amendment, 
Professional Services Supplement No. 9 and No. 10.  Discussion followed.   
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve HMFH Architects’ Contract Amendment, 
Professional Services Supplement No. 10, as presented, in the total amount of 
$1M.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve HMFH Architects’ Contract Amendment, 
Professional Services Supplement No. 9, as presented, in the total amount of 
$356,000.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Ms. Bolan 
amended the original motion to remove the landscape architect.  Mr. Phelan 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed regarding her belief that HMFH 
Architects committed to subcontract locally and/or within the State of Rhode 
Island.  Ms. Bolan amended the original motion to remove the landscape 
architect.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
failed (3-4).  Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:  Rebecca 
Bolan, Robert Leary, and Thomas Phelan.  Those Members voting against the 
motion were:  Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. Sandra Flowers, Patrick Kelley, and Dr. 
Charles Shoemaker.  The original motion carried (4-3).  Those Members voting 
in favor of the motion were:  Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. Sandra Flowers, Patrick Kelley, 
and Dr. Charles Shoemaker.  Those Members voting against the motion were:  
Rebecca Bolan, Robert Leary, and Thomas Phelan.           

 
At the request of Newport Resident Judith Webb, Chairperson Mr. Kelley defined 
the design phase of the construction process.   

 
6.6 Strategic Building Solutions—Owner’s Representative and Commissioning 

Agent—School Construction—Contract.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Ambrogi and Counsel Neil Galvin updated the Committee on the negotiating 
process for the Contract with Strategic Building Solutions.  Following discussion, 
no action was taken.   

 
6.7 East Bay Educational Collaborative Governing Board—Appointment.  

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that, should the Committee wish, 
he would continue representing the School District as a Member of the East Bay 
Educational Governing Board.  Discussion followed.  Ms. Bolan made a motion 
to appoint the Superintendent of Schools to serve as the District’s 
Representative on the East Bay Educational Governing Board.  Mrs. Gaines 
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seconded the motion, which carried (6-1).  Voting against the motion was:  
Robert J. Leary.      
 

7.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS
 

. 

7.1 Report on Accomplishments of the 2010 Newport School Committee 
Goals.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi provided a Report on 
Accomplishments of the School Committee Goals for the past Calendar Year:  
To Improve Academic Success; Enhance Community Involvement; 
Collaborate with Other Island School Departments; and Continue Working 
Towards Construction of New Elementary School.  Discussion followed.  
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Caroline Frey answered questions 
from Committee Members regarding academic success. Mrs. Gaines 
requested that the Monthly Curriculum Newsletter, provided by administration, 
be distributed to parents. Mr. Leary requested that Committee Members be 
included on each school’s Parent List Serv.    

 
7.2 New School Construction Project—Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. 

Ambrogi stated that initial meetings on the new School Construction Project 
have been held with faculty, administration, and staff, and one public meeting 
where parents and community members were invited.  In the coming month, 
he stated that the Pell Building Committee would begin meeting, a Public 
Forum will be held to receive input on the design process, a Meeting with City 
Officials, Energy and Environmental Commission.  Dr. Ambrogi further stated 
that he met with the City’s Finance Manager and the Rhode Island Health and 
Education Bonding Commission regarding the financing of the Project and 
stressed the importance of keeping the construction process on schedule, with 
a completion date before the Summer of 2013, preferably December of 2012 
or January of 2013.  Discussion followed.  Committee Members requested that 
HMFH Architects provide the Committee with input received at the conclusion 
of the initial meetings with staff, parents, community, city, and other entities 
regarding the design phase of the construction project.   

 
7.3 Electricity Supply Contract Agreement. Superintendent of Schools Dr. 

Ambrogi stated that, in 2008, the District entered into an Agreement with 
Constellation Energy to lock in energy rates for a five-year period, taking 
advantage of a cooperative purchasing agreement that was being offered by 
the Rhode Island Association of School Committees.  Discussion followed.  Mr. 
Leary requested that, in the future, the Committee should act upon such 
proposed agreements. Counsel Galvin provided a travel of the master 
purchasing agreement and stated that the Committee, in fact, should approve 
such agreements in the future.     

 
7.4 School Uniforms—Proposed Policy.  At the request of Chairperson Mr. 

Kelley, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the Committee 
could begin to look at policy options for elementary and middle school 
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uniforms, with the understanding that it may need to be revised after the 
Rhode Island Department of Education renders a decision on Woonsocket 
Public Schools’ Uniform Initiative.  Discussion followed.  In order to move 
forward, the Committee agreed to refer this matter to the Policy Subcommittee. 

 
7.5 Subcommittee Reports.  No discussion.    
 

8.0 REPORTS FROM SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF
 

.  

8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 
stated that Interim Director of Administrative Services should have prepared 
Reports for February’s Committee Meeting.     

 
8.2 Enrollment Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the 

Enrollment Reports, as of December 22, 2010.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to 
accept the Enrollment Reports, as presented. Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (7-0).   
 

8.3 Damage Reports.  There were no Damage Reports presented. 
 

8.4 Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi listed for 
the Committee his activities to date:  Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council 
Regionalization Meeting (12-13-10); Salvation Army—Survey Administration 
(12-13-10); CCRI Meeting with President—Underprepared Students (12-14-10); 
Math Pilot Series Meeting (12-15-10); RI School Superintendents’ 
Association/Rhode Island Association of School Business Officials—Joint 
Meeting (12-16-10); Meeting with NESDEC—Educational Benefits Study (12-
20-10); Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children—
Appointment to State Council at State House (12-21-10); RIDE Meeting—
NACTC Building (12-29-10); Early Intervention (Baby Steps) Meeting (01-05-
11); and Teach for America (01-06-11).  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept 
the Superintendent’s Update, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS
 

.   

9.1 Meeting and Agenda Requests.  The Committee received the Annual Notice of 
Regularly Scheduled School Committee Meetings for Calendar Year 2011; 
Chairperson Mr. Kelley suggested a Joint Meeting with the City Council be 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 2, 2011, with topics of discussion to include 
the Strategic Plan; 2010 Accomplishments; 2011 Goals; New School 
Construction Process; and Finance Revenue Outlook, and Chairperson Mr. 
Kelley a Workshop be scheduled In February to review the progress to date of  
the Thompson Middle School Redesign and NWEA Results.    
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10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION
 

.   

10.1 At 9:50 p.m., Ms. Bolan made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in 
advance in writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held 
in an open session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 
SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 

OPEN SESSION 
 
 

At 10:15 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session.   
 

 
11.0 ADJOURNMENT

 
.   

At 10:16 p.m., Mr. Phelan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 
 

______________________________      _______________________________ 
Patrick K. Kelley      John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 

 
 



             
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

NEWPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
MMEEMMOORRAANNDDUUMM  

 
 
 

TO:  Newport School Committee 
 
FROM: John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
 
RE:  Personnel Actions – January 11, 2011 
 
DATE:  January 12, 2011 
 
The following personnel actions were taken at the January 11, 2010 Newport School Committee Meeting: 
 

APPOINTMENTS/TRANSFERS/RECALLS 
Name Position Date 

Kirsten Seyster ParaEd – Cranston Calvert School 01/12/11 
Brian Russell TMS Girls’ Soccer Coach 01/12/11 
   

 
 

RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENTS 
Name Position Date 

Retirements 
Kathleen Cicilline Special Ed ParaEducator – Thompson Middle School 01/12/11 
Kevin Michael Custodian – Underwood School 04/15/11 
Lucretia Vale Johnson Kindergarten Teacher – Cranston Calvert School 06/30/11 
Liza Sporcic Grade 5 Teacher – Thompson Middle School 06/30/11 
Brian Sullivan Math Teacher & Department Head – Rogers High School 06/30/11 
Ann Zartler School Psychologist – RHS & TMS 06/30/11 
   
Resignations 
Michael Galvin RHS Varsity Girls Soccer Head Coach 01/05/11 
Michal Kuriscak RHS Varsity Golf Head Coach 01/05/11 

 
 

LEAVE REQUESTS 
Name Position Date 

Brian Ferreira Paternity Leave – Newport Area Career & Technical Center 02/12/11 – 03/07/11 
Emily Winsor Zilly Science Teacher – Rogers High School 02/14/11 – 04/25/11 
Kaitlin Wilson Grade Seven Math Teacher – Thompson Middle School 05/16/11 – 06/30/11 
MariceAnn Piquette Special Education Teacher – Thompson Middle School 2011 – 2012 school year 
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