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Approve 12/14/2010. 

4.1 
 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, November 9, 2010 
 

MINUTES  
 

1.0 OPENING ITEMS. 
 

1.1 Call to Order.  Chairperson Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines called the Regular Meeting of 
the Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Thompson Middle 
School Beatrice Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.   

 
1.2 Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  

Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines, Vice Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Rebecca 
Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick K. Kelley, Robert J. Leary, and Dr. 
Charles P. Shoemaker.  School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John 
H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, Director of Grants, 
Professional Development, and Community Involvement, Jacqueline Naspo, 
Ed.D., and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin. 

 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
1.4 Moment of Silence.   

 
• Raymond A. Ferris:  who passed away on Tuesday, October 12, 2010, at 

the Rhode Island Veterans Home in Bristol, Rhode Island.  He was the son 
of the late Fred and Mary Ferris and brother of the late Fred Ferris and 
Barbara Murphy.  Born in Newport, Mr. Ferris enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps during World War II.  Following his service, he became a Business 
Teacher in the Newport Public Schools and retired after his 34 years of 
teaching as the Business Department Head at Rogers High School.  Mr. 
Ferris leaves behind his wife, Theresa, of 52 years, three children, and 
three grandchildren. 

 
• George W. Pike:  who passed away on Thursday, October 14, 2010, in 

Newport, Rhode Island.  He was the husband of Mary Beth (Hackett) Pike, 
former retired Director of the Newport Area Career and Technical Center, 
son of the late Walter S. and Mary Eleanor (Chamberlin) Pike, and brother 
of the late Walter S. Pike, Jr.  Educated in the Newport Public Schools, Mr. 
Pike graduated from Rogers High School in 1959.  After serving in the U.S. 
Navy during the Vietnam Era, he was a photographer for the Newport Daily 
News and Operating Room Technician and Ambulance Driver for the 
Newport Hospital.  He then joined the Naval Base Fire Department where 
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he was a member of the International Association of Firefighters.  Upon his 
retirement, after 26 years in the Fire Department, he had served as an 
Elementary School Para Educator in the Newport Public Schools.   

 
• Arthur M. Dring, Jr.:  who passed away on Wednesday, October 20, 

2010, at home, in Newport, Rhode Island.  He was the son of the late Dr. 
Arthur M. Dring and Anna (Dunn) Dring and brother of the late Anne L. 
Dring.  Born in Newport, Mr. Dring was a graduate of Rogers High School 
and earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Science from Georgetown University. 
He then began his teaching career with the Newport Public Schools as a 
Science Teacher at Thompson Jr. High School, then becoming the 
Science Department Head, Assistant Principal, Principal, and Assistant to 
the Superintendent, before retiring in 1990, after 35 years of service. Mr. 
Dring also served as a Board Member of many local organizations: 
Newport Hospital, Bank of Newport, Black Ships Festival, Community Task 
Force on Drugs, Preservation Society, and Newport Art Association,  just 
to name a few.  Mr. Dring leaves behind his wife, Janet E. (Smith) Dring, 
four children, and eight grandchildren.       

 
• Army Sergeant Michael F. Paranzino:  who passed away on Friday, 

November 5, 2010.  Army Sergeant Paranzino was killed in the line of duty 
near Kandahar, in Afghanistan, where he served as a Cavalry Scout with 
the 1st Squadron, 71st Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th 
Mountain Division.  At the age of 22 and 2006 Graduate of Middletown 
High School, Michael leaves behind his Wife, Lindsey, and two sons, 
Maxton and Logan, ages 3 and 9, his mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis and Melane Paranzino, his brother, Daniel, and many relatives and 
friends.  Michael is the son-in-law of Student Services Clerk/Typist Cindy 
Hightower.    

 
1.5 Public Comment.  Public Comment was received from Sodexo Food Services 

Program Employees Scott Gleason, Christine Ashley (nonspeaker), Beverly 
McDowell, and Josette Harris, in support of their positions and responsibilities.  
Chairperson Mrs. Gaines stated that the School Committee was not the forum 
for discussing labor and management concerns.     

 
2.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.   
 

2.1 Student Council Update:  Cassandra McCarthy.  Student Council President 
and School Committee Representative Cassandra McCarthy provided the 
Committee with an update on Student Activities of the Student Council:  Spirit 
Week; Homecoming; Football Team; Blood Drive, Senior Project, College 
Visitations; Mock Trial; Green Team; Community Service Club, and NEASC 
Visit. 
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3.0 RESOLUTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT.  
 

3.1 Proclamation:  American Education Week.  Teachers’ Association of Newport 
President, Suzanne Blais, and Council 94—Local 841 Representative, Lorraine 
Winthrop, were present to accept the (attached) American Education Week 
Proclamation read aloud by Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines.  Mr. DeAscentis made 
a motion to pass the Proclamation, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).       

 
3.2 Resolution:  Teacher of the Year “2011”.  Dale Blaess was present to accept 

the (attached) Resolution naming her as the Newport Teacher of the Year for 
“2011”, read aloud by Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines.  Mr. DeAscentis made a 
motion pass the Resolution, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (7-0).  Mrs. Blaess was also recognized for receiving 
the “2010” Milken National Educator Award, today, at Rogers High School, 
presented by Governor Donald Carcieri and Rhode Island Department of 
Education Commissioner Deborah Gist.          

 
4.0 CONSENT AGENDA.     
 Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented, with the 

exception of Items: 4.1.1 (at the request of Mr. DeAscentis) and 4.2.3—Appointment 
(at the request of Mr. Leary), to be acted upon separately, for discussion. Dr. 
Shoemaker seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion carried 
unanimously (7-0). 

     
4.1 Approval of Minutes.   
 

4.1.1 Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, October 12, 2010. Discussion 
followed.  Mr. DeAscentis requested that the Regular Meeting Minutes of 
Tuesday, October 12, 2010, be amended, on Page 6 of 9, to omit the 
word “Employee” in the Title of Action Item 7.5.  

 
No motion was recorded.   
 

4.1.2 Special Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, October 26, 2010.  Mr. 
DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the approval of the Special 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, October 26, 2010, as presented.  Dr. 
Shoemaker seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
4.2 Personnel Actions.   
  

4.2.1 One-Year Appointments.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to 
the approval of the three One-Year Appointments, as presented.  Dr. 
Shoemaker seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0).     
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4.2.2 Three-Year Appointment.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to 
the approval of the one Three-Year Appointment, as presented.  Dr. 
Shoemaker seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
4.2.3 Appointment.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the approval 

of one Appointment, as presented. Mrs. Bolan seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  Mr. Leary thanked administration for including the 
breakdown of the number of applicants who applied, selected for 
Screening Committee interview, recommended for Superintendent 
interview, and the importance for the Committee to vote on Appointments, 
individually.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
4.2.4 Resignations/Retirements.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent 

to the approval of the three Requests for Resignations/Retirements, as 
presented. Dr. Shoemaker seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  
The motion carried unanimously (7-0).  .     

 
4.2.5 Leaves of Absence.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the 

approval of the two Requests for Leave of Absence, as presented.  Dr. 
Shoemaker seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi distributed the approved Personnel Actions, as 
attached. 
 
4.3 Requests for Home Instruction.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to approve 

the five Requests for Home Instruction, as presented.  Dr. Shoemaker seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

 
5.0 DISCUSSION. 

 
5.1 School Bond Referendum Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

and Committee Members discussed next steps in the building of the new 
School, inclusive of the continuation of the Pell School Website, Meetings with 
Elementary Level Staff on schematics, Owner’s Representative Interview 
Process, the defined role of the Construction Manager-at-Risk versus the 
Owner’s Representative, and the authorization of conducting the geo-technical 
survey at the Sullivan School site.     

 
5.2 Investigations of Options for Extended School Day—Update.  

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that he was in the process of 
exploring options regarding the Extended School Day and was awaiting a 
response from the Rhode Island Department of Education’s Deputy 
Commissioner David Abbott regarding the requirement of youngsters who are 
not academically proficient to stay after school. Chairperson Mrs. Gaines 
requested Teachers’ Association of Newport President Suzanne Blais to begin 
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discussion with her membership regarding this agenda item.  Discussion 
followed.   

 
5.3 Student Incidents—Communication.  Mr. DeAscentis requested more 

detailed, quicker communications be provided by the Superintendent to the 
Committee regarding student incidents.  Discussion followed.  Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the notification process in place regarding the 
communication of student incidents and stated that he believes the Committee 
receives information in a timely fashion.          

 
5.4 School Property—Disposition. Director of Property Services Paul Fagan 

provided, to the Committee, and read aloud, his statement (attached) on the 
specifics on the disposition of school property, in particular, the removal of the 
laminating machine, from the old Carpentry Room, located at the Newport Area 
Career and Technical Center, by Gibson Technology LLC.  Discussion followed.  
Mr. DeAscentis discussed the need to further explore the procedures utilized in 
the disposition of school property through a formalized process. Chairperson 
Mrs. Gaines stated that she was in receipt of an anonymous letter citing 
additional disposed items and forwarded this letter to Counsel Galvin for further 
investigation and direction. She further stated the need for the School 
Committee’s Policy Subcommittee to draft a Policy to address the Disposition of 
School Property and that part of the newly developed Policy should include the 
implementation of school building property inventory. Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Ambrogi stated that Mr. Fagan’s actions were performed with the best of 
intentions. School Committee Counsel Galvin addressed the Committee 
regarding the travel of this matter stating that, going forward, bidding procedures 
should be implemented.  In hindsight, he stated that Mr. Fagan’s actions were 
reasonable. Mr. Leary requested that, at this time, the Police be contacted in 
order to perform an investigation.  Counsel Galvin suggested that administration 
conduct a further internal investigation in this matter before requesting Police 
intervention. Discussion followed.  Absent of a vote, Counsel Galvin stated that 
he would forward a letter to Mr. Gibson, via hand delivery, to direct him to 
terminate all efforts to sell or liquidate any items removed from school property 
and to further direct him to provide a list of all of those items that were removed.  
Dr. Ambrogi stated that he would contact the Newport Police Department to 
proceed with further investigation, as well as to request that Counsel Galvin 
forward same, in writing.  Counsel Galvin stressed that, once the travel of this 
matter is concluded, the Committee could then have a further discussion and 
take action, if appropriate. The School Committee thanked Mr. Fagan for coming 
before the Committee in Open Session to discuss this matter.        

 
5.5 Viking Hockey/School Activities—Streamlining Donation Process.  At the 

request of Mr. DeAscentis, discussion followed regarding streamlining the 
Donation Process for the Viking Hockey/School Activities, as a result of the 
Newport Public Education Foundation taking fees for processing activity 
accounts.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi deferred this conversation 
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until the Administrative Services Position is filled and options could be reviewed 
at that time.  Mr. Kelley indicated that each group now has its own 501(3)(c).  
Counsel Galvin defined 501(3)(c).  At the request of Mr. Leary, Dr. Shoemaker 
and Ms. Bolan indicated that, as Board Members of the Newport Public 
Education Foundation, they could have the Committee’s concerns addressed. 

 
6.0 SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS.  

 
6.1 Facilities Subcommittee.  Chairperson Mr. DeAscentis updated the Committee 

on the progress made to date on the outdoor recess area at Thompson Middle 
School, the passing of the New School Bond Referendum, and the Rogers High 
School Energy Project.  In reference to the outdoor recess area at Thompson 
Middle School, he requested administration to extend the fence along the 
retaining wall to alleviate safety concerns.   

 
6.2 Finance Advisory/Audit Committee—New Basic Education Program 

Implications for FY ’12 Budget.  Chairperson Mr. Leary requested that an 
RFQ be prepared for a detailed financial audit to be performed on this year’s 
budget, to date, before the Administrative Services Position is filled.  Discussion 
followed regarding the type of audit to be performed, and Counsel Galvin stated 
that there were different types of audit and defined a forensic audit as being 
investigative in nature.  Upon the advice of Counsel Galvin, Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that he would make an inquiry to the City Auditor as 
to what type of audit could be performed.  

  
6.3 Newport School Committee/Newport City Council Liaison Subcommittee.  

Chairperson Mrs. Gaines stated that she had no new business to report.   
 
6.4 Policy Subcommittee.  Chairperson Dr. Flowers stated that three Policies, 

under the Action portion of this evening’s Agenda, were before the Committee 
for Second Reading. 

 
6.5 Public Relations/Community Outreach Subcommittee.  Chairperson Ms. 

Bolan stated that she had no new business to report.  
 
6.6 Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC).    Representative 

Mrs. Gaines reminded Committee Members of the Rhode Island Association of 
School Committees’ upcoming Professional Development Workshop scheduled 
for Saturday, November 13, 2010. 

 
6.7 Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force.  Representative Mr. Leary stated 

that, as a community service, certification would be held at the LaForge 
Restaurant, on November 29, 2010, for all service workers who serve liquor. 

  
6.8 Wellness Subcommittee.  Chairperson Ms. Bolan stated that this year’s first 

meeting of the Wellness Subcommittee would soon be scheduled. 
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6.9 District Strategic Planning Subcommittee. Chairperson Mrs. Gaines stated 

that the District’s Strategic Plan for 2010-2015 would come before the 
Committee for adoption under this evening’s Action Agenda—Item No. 7.4.   
 

7.0 ACTION ITEMS. 
 

7.1 Policy No. 4650:  Human Resources—Appointments & Promotions, 
Second Reading (Amendment).  Mr. Leary made a motion to adopt, for 
Second Reading, Policy No. 4650:  Human Resources—Appointments & 
Promotions (Amendment), as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  Mr. DeAscentis stated the School Committee should be 
the ultimate authority in hiring decisions. He also stated that the Policy 
Subcommittee’s vote should be amended to state that the Policy was 
approved by “majority” vote not by “unanimous” vote, as he was not in 
attendance at the Policy Subcommittee Meeting when the suggested Policy 
language was reviewed and approved. The motion carried (6-1). Mr. 
DeAscentis voted against the motion for the reasons stated above.     

 
7.2 Policy No. 6421:  Instructional Resources & Materials—Virtual High 

School Program, Second Reading (New).   Dr. Flowers made a motion to 
adopt, for Second Reading, Policy No. 6421:  Instructional Resources & 
Materials—Virtual High School Program (New), as presented.  Ms. Bolan 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. DeAscentis stated that the 
Policy Subcommittee’s vote should be amended to state that the Policy was 
approved by “majority” vote not by “unanimous” vote, as he was not in 
attendance at the Policy Subcommittee Meeting when the suggested Policy 
language was reviewed and approved. The motion carried (6-1).  Mr. 
DeAscentis voted against the motion for the reasons stated above.   

 
7.3 Policy No. 6432:  Instruction—Academic Achievement—Homework, 

Second Reading (Amendment).  Dr. Flowers made a motion to adopt, for 
Second Reading, Policy No. 6432:  Instruction—Academic Achievement—
Homework (Amendment), as presented.  Ms. Bolan seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  Mr. DeAscentis stated that the Policy Subcommittee’s 
vote should be amended to state that the Policy was approved by “majority” 
vote not by “unanimous” vote, as he was not in attendance at the Policy 
Subcommittee Meeting when the suggested Policy language was reviewed 
and approved.  At the request of Ms. Bolan, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Ambrogi stated that the proposed Homework Policy would be shared with the 
teaching staff for input prior to its third reading/adoption.  Ms. Bolan also 
requested that the words “study skills/habits” be inserted into the Table on 
Page 5 (Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-12).  Mr. Kelley requested an explanation 
be provided for Item No. 3 on Page 3 (homework—weekends).  Dr. Ambrogi 
stated that Director of Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Frey would be in 
attendance at the Committee’s December Meeting to review the Homework 
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Policy, in detail. The motion carried (6-1).  Mr. DeAscentis voted against the 
motion for the reasons stated above.   

 
7.4 Newport Public Schools—Strategic Plan “2010-2015”.  Director of Grants, 

Professional Development, and Community Involvement Dr. Jacqueline Naspo 
reviewed the proposed Newport Public Schools’ Strategic Plan “2010-2015” 
with the Committee.  Discussion followed.  Ms. Bolan cited the grammatical 
errors in the last bullet, under the Heading of “Beliefs”, needing correction.  At 
the request of Mr. Kelley, Dr. Naspo indicated that the District Goals for “2014”, 
on Page 6 of 12, would be changed to reflect the Race to the Top 
percentages, as indicated on Page 13 of the Rhode Island Department of 
Education’s Strategic Plan. Dr. Naspo stated that the Committee would be 
receiving Quarterly Progress Reports on the District’s Strategic Plan. Dr. 
Flowers made a motion to adopt the Newport Public Schools’ Strategic Plan 
“2010-2015”, as presented, reflective of the suggested changes. Ms. Bolan 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    
  

7.5 Notification to Newport Community School—Triplett School Lease 
Agreement.   

 
With the need to utilize Triplett School for a swing location for Sullivan School 
students, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the Committee 
would need to notice the Newport Community School of their need to vacate 
Triplett School on or before June 30, 2011. Discussion followed.  Newport 
Community School Board Member William Ferreira thanked the Committee for 
the use of Triplett School and requested their assistance in seeking a new 
location. Newport Community School Tracy Shea stressed its ongoing 
contributions to Newport Public Schools and stated that she would appreciate 
any assistance from the Committee and Administration in locating a new home.  
Mrs. Gaines suggested they might ask the City for assistance.  Mr. DeAscentis 
requested that Dr. Ambrogi review options for the Newport Community 
School’s new location.       
 
Mr. Ferreira explained the Newport Community School’s position in the 
acceptance of fees for use of facilities.  He stated that when a community entity 
wants to use the building, the Newport Community School accepts in order to 
defray the cost of operating costs, as a (501)(c)(3) organization.  Discussion 
followed.  Counsel Galvin stated that only the Newport Community School and 
the Adult Education Services are entitled to occupy or rent Triplett School 
under the current Lease Agreement.  Following discussion, Chairperson Mrs. 
Gaines requested Counsel Galvin to modify the Triplett School Lease 
Agreement to accommodate the Literacy Volunteers of the East Bay to 
continue to utilize the current space at Triplett School until the end of the 
current school year, at no cost.   Committee Members concurred.  
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Mr. Kelley made a motion to notice the Newport Community School to vacate 
Triplett School on or before June 30, 2011.  Dr. Shoemaker seconded the 
motion.  Discussion followed.   Should the Triplett School facility not be suitable 
to house Sullivan School students, Mr. Leary requested that Dr. Ambrogi explore 
the City’s current availability of the Sheffield School/Carey School properties. 
Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi assured the Committee that Triplett School was 
facility-safe for student housing. The motion carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
7.6 Volunteers in Newport Education (VINE)—Additional Funding.  As this 

item was tabled at last month’s Committee Meeting, Mr. DeAscentis made a 
motion to provide the equivalent of level funding for the Volunteers in Newport 
Education (VINE) for the current fiscal year utilizing funds from the school 
budget and other sources as may be available.  Mr. Kelley seconded the 
motion.  Discussion followed.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi referred 
to communication from Roberta Emerson, indicating that VINE had found 
additional funding and would no longer need the additional financial assistance 
from the District.  Mr. DeAscentis stated that VINE is soliciting funding and 
does not have their funding in place and requested the motion go forward  to 
allow for flexibility should VINE’s additional funding fall short.  Dr. Ambrogi 
stated that no subsequent communication had been received from VINE to this 
effect.  Following further discussion, Ms. Bolan moved to amend the original 
motion, stating that should VINE fall short in securing level funding through 
additional funding sources, the Committee would provide VINE with the 
difference.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, which carried (6-1-0).  Dr. Flowers 
recused herself from voting, as she serves as both a Member and Secretary 
on the Board of the Volunteers in Newport Education.  Mr. DeAscentis made a 
motion to withdraw his original motion.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (7-0).     

 
Request to Continue Remaining Agenda Items to Next Meeting. 
At approximately 10:23 p.m., Chairperson Mrs. Gaines requested, according to Policy, 
to postpone the remaining Public Agenda Items, 7.7 through 9.1, until the 
Committee’s next Meeting.  On the advice of Counsel Galvin, Dr. Shoemaker made a 
motion to continue the Public Agenda Items not reached, 7.7 through 9.1, until the 
Committee’s next Special or Regular Meeting.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, 
which carried (6-1).  Mr. DeAscentis voted against the motion.   
 
7.7  Exit Interviews—Employees Leaving Newport Public Schools.     
7.8    School Committee Agenda Items—On-Line Public Access. 
8.1  Expenditure and Revenue Reports.   
8.2  Enrollment Reports.   
8.3 Damage Reports.   
8.4 Superintendent’s Update.   
9.1 Meeting and Agenda Requests.     
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10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION.   
 

10.1 At 10:25 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session 
under jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions 
(a)(1) Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified 
in advance in writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be 
held in an open session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 

 
OPEN SESSION 

 
At 11:04 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session.   

 
 

11.0 ADJOURNMENT.   
 

At 11:05 p.m., Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Leary 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).  

 
 
 
 

______________________________      _______________________________ 
Jo Eva Gaines      John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 

 
 



 

American Education Week  

Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, public education is the backbone of our democracy, 
providing young people with the tools they need to maintain our 
nation's precious values of freedom, civility and equality; and 

WHEREAS, by equipping young Americans with both practical skills 
and broader intellectual abilities, schools give them hope for, and 
access to, a productive future; and 

WHEREAS, public education employees, be they educators, 
substitute educators, custodians, teachers, school administrators, 
bus drivers, clerical workers, food service professionals, health and 
student service workers, or librarians, work tirelessly to serve our 
children and communities with care and professionalism; and 

WHEREAS, public schools are the foundations of neighborhoods and 
communities, bringing together adults and children, educators and 
volunteers, business leaders, and elected officials in a common 
purpose. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jo Eva Gaines, serving as Chairperson, of the 
Newport School Committee, Newport, Rhode Island, do hereby 
proclaim November 14–20, 2010, as the 89th annual observance of 
American Education Week. 

Signed this 9th day of November, 2010. 

 
       Jo Eva Gaines, Chairperson 

Newport School Committee 



      
                 NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS:   Dale Blaess started her teaching career in the Newport Public Schools in 

September, 2002, as an elementary school teacher; and   
 
WHEREAS:    Dale Blaess continued her teaching career as an exceptional and motivating 

teacher; and 
 
WHEREAS:   Dale Blaess has been active within the school community in professional 

development and teacher mentoring activities, such as the: Newport SCORES 
Committee, Instructional Support Team, East Bay Literacy Lab Classroom, Newport 
Social Studies Curriculum Committee, Newport Report Card Committee, and East 
Bay Kindergarten KITES Program; and     

 
WHEREAS:    Dale Blaess has been actively involved with professional associations, as a 

Presenter, at the: Rhode Island School Superintendents’ Association’s Annual 
Conference, National Teacher as Research Conference, and Next Steps National 
Education  Institute; and  

 
WHEREAS: Dale Blaess will be the “2011” Presenter on “Formative Assessments and 

Collaborative Teaching” at the Next Steps National Education Institute’s Annual 
Conference in Delaware; and  

 
WHEREAS:   Dale Blaess was awarded the Outstanding Student in Early Childhood Education 

from Columbus State University; serves as a Member of the National Reading 
Association, Delta Kappa Gamma Society, and Kappa Delta Phi; was nominated for 
the Newport Teacher of the Year in both 2007 and 2008; and is an Adjunct 
Professor at Roger Williams University; and   

 
WHEREAS: Dale Blaess has proven herself to be a role model to the Elementary School 

Community by her dedication and professional manner;  THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED: That Dale Blaess be commended by the Newport School Committee as the “2011 

Newport Teacher of the Year” and as the Newport Public Schools’ Nominee to the 
Rhode Island Department of Education for consideration as the “2011 Rhode 
Island Teacher of the Year”;  THEREFORE BE IT ALSO 

 
RESOLVED:  That a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the official records of the Newport 

School Committee and the original to be presented to Dale Blaess as an expression 
of our appreciation for her performance as a truly professional and outstanding 
member of the educational community and as one who has gained the respect of 
those whom she has served so well. 

 
WHERETO:   The following bear witness: 

 
 
 

  _________________________________________ 
Chairperson, On Behalf of the Newport School Committee 

 
 
 

_________________________________________________ 
Superintendent of Schools, On Behalf of the Newport Public Schools  

 
 

Introduced by:  Jo Eva Gaines, Chairperson           Passed:  November 9, 2010 



             
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

NEWPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
MMEEMMOORRAANNDDUUMM  

 
 
 

TO:  Newport School Committee 
 
FROM: John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
 
RE:  Personnel Actions – November 09, 2010 
 
DATE:  November 10, 2010 
 
 
The following personnel actions were taken at the November 09, 2010 Newport School Committee Meeting: 
 

APPOINTMENTS/TRANSFERS/RECALLS 
Name Position Date 

One Year Appointment 
Beth Khalfayan Head Teacher Coggeshall 11/01/10 
Traci Westman Head Teacher Sullivan 11/10/10 
Lisa Kirby Newspaper Advisor – TMS  11/10/10 
Three Year Appointment   
Christine Wirth Math Curriculum Liaison – TMS  11/10/10 
Appointment   
Donna Bezila Grade 6 Math Teacher – TMS  11/10/10 
   

 
 

RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENTS 
Name Position Date 

Retirement 
Michael Saunders Director of Administrative Services 12/31/10 
James Deasley Maintenance 02/25/11 
Claire Addison Kindergarten Para Educator – Underwood  04/30/11 
   

 
 

LEAVE REQUESTS 
Name Position Date 

Beth Brugnoli Leave Without Pay – Art, CC/Cog/Und/TMS 11/05/10 – 06/20/11 
Mercedes Deines Leave of Absence – ParaEducator, Cranston Calvert 01/03/11 – 06/20/11 
Bethany Borgueta Catastrophic Leave – RHS Science Teacher 11/02/10 – 01/18/11  
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	American Education Week 
	Proclamation
	WHEREAS, public education is the backbone of our democracy, providing young people with the tools they need to maintain our nation's precious values of freedom, civility and equality; and
	WHEREAS, by equipping young Americans with both practical skills and broader intellectual abilities, schools give them hope for, and access to, a productive future; and
	WHEREAS, public education employees, be they educators, substitute educators, custodians, teachers, school administrators, bus drivers, clerical workers, food service professionals, health and student service workers, or librarians, work tirelessly to serve our children and communities with care and professionalism; and
	WHEREAS, public schools are the foundations of neighborhoods and communities, bringing together adults and children, educators and volunteers, business leaders, and elected officials in a common purpose.
	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jo Eva Gaines, serving as Chairperson, of the Newport School Committee, Newport, Rhode Island, do hereby proclaim November 14–20, 2010, as the 89th annual observance of American Education Week.
	Signed this 9th day of November, 2010.
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