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5.1 
 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines called the Regular Meeting of the Newport 
School Committee to order at 7:04 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice Berman 
Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.   
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines, Vice Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Rebecca Bolan (absent), Sandra J. 
Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick K. Kelley, Robert J. Leary, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker. School 
Department:  Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Administrative 
Services Michael Saunders, Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, and Thompson Middle 
School Principal Eric Thomas.    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

 
1.0 MOMENT OF SILENCE.   

 
• Marion Elizabeth (McPoland) Randall:  who passed away on Monday, June 7, 

2010, at Rhode Island Hospital.  Mrs. Randall was the mother of Sullivan School 
Elementary Kindergarten Teacher Ellen Rayner.  Born in Newport, Mrs. Randall 
was the wife of Gerald P. Randall, daughter of the late Roy and Julia (Curran) 
McPoland, and sister of the late John and Barbara McPoland.  She will be 
remembered by many as the Front Desk Supervisor of Ames Department Store, 
where she was employed for many years, and as Bookkeeper for Randall Sheet 
Metal Co.  Besides her husband of 54 years, she leaves eight children, ten 
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, her brother, Roy McPoland, Jr., of 
Newport, and her sister, Kathryn Toracinta, of Newport.         
 

• Robert F. Freeman:  who passed away on Saturday, July 17, 2010, at his home, 
in Fort Washington, Maryland.  Mr. Freeman, a retired Navy Lieutenant 
Commander and Meteorological Officer, was the father of Technology 
Department Secretary Beverly Weaver.  As a native of Mattydale, New York, 
Commander Freeman joined the Navy in 1946, became head of Ice 
Reconnaissance at the Naval Oceanographic Office, and retired in 1974, while 
stationed At Fleet Weather Central in Suitland, Maryland.  He leaves behind his 
wife of 59 years, Remedios Quintana Freeman, six children, a sister, 20 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.       

 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT.  No Public Comment was received.   
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3.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.  Student Activities—Student Council Update will be presented 

at the September Meeting.       
  
4.0 RESOLUTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT. There were no Resolutions 

or Certificates of Achievement presented.    
 

5.0 CONSENT AGENDA.     
      
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented, with the 

exception of Consent Items No. 5.4 (at the request of Mr. Kelley) and 5.5 (at the request 
of Mr. Leary), to be acted upon separately, for discussion.  Mr. Kelley seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 

     
5.1  Approval of Minutes.   
 

• Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, June 8, 2010.    Dr. Shoemaker 
made a motion to consent to the approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes 
of Tuesday, June 8, 2010, as presented.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Monday, June 21, 2010.  Dr. Shoemaker 

made a motion to consent to approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 
Monday, June 21, 2010, as presented.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0).    

 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, June 24, 2010.  Dr. Shoemaker 

made a motion to consent to approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 
Thursday, June 24, 2010, as presented.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0).    

 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Monday, June 28, 2010.  Dr. Shoemaker 

made a motion to consent to approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 
Monday, June 28, 2010, as presented.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0).    

 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, July 8, 2010.  Dr. Shoemaker 

made a motion to consent to approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 
Thursday, July 8, 2010, as presented.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0).    
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5.2- Personnel Actions.   
5.5  
    

5.2 Resignations.   
 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Resignation of Bill 

MacDonald, Boys’ Tennis Coach, Rogers High School, effective August 
11, 2010.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-
0).   

 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Resignation of Patrick 

Mahoney, Girls’ Assistant Soccer Coach, Rogers High School, effective 
August 11, 2010. Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
5.3 Leaves of Absence.   
 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Leave of Absence for 

Maternity of Jamie Butterworth, Special Educator, Rogers High School, 
effective September 1, 2010 to November 15, 2010.  Mr. Kelley seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Leave of Absence for 
Maternity of Anna Kimes, English Teacher, Rogers High School, effective 
October 1, 2010 to January 10, 2011.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0).   

  
5.4 Appointments/Transfers.  
 
 Appointments. 
  
 At the request of Mr. Kelley, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

discussed the criteria for appointment recommendations stating that the 
best qualified candidate would be recommended; but all things being 
equal, a Newport Resident would be recommended.  School Committee 
Members Mr. Kelley, Mr. Leary, and Mr. DeAscentis stated that, given all 
qualifications are equal, Newport Residents should be appointed. 
Chairperson Mrs. Gaines reaffirmed the Superintendent’s position that the 
best qualified candidate would be recommended for appointment.   

  
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Hope 

Chella, Art Teacher, from .6 FTE to 1.0 FTE, effective Immediately.  Mr. 
Kelley seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   
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 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Stacey 
Lyon, Librarian, from .6 FTE to 1.0 FTE, effective Immediately.  Mr. Kelley 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Andrew 

Martucci, Physical Education Teacher, from .6 FTE to 1.0 FTE, effective 
Immediately.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(6-0).   

 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Jennifer 

Griffith, social Work, One-Year Only, effective September 1, 2010.  Mr. 
Kelley seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).  

 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Katharine 

Hirst, Speech/Language Pathologist, effective September 1, 2010.  Mr. 
Kelley seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

   
 Transfers. 
 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Transfer of:  Elizabeth 

Oestreich, Clerk, Rogers High School, to Secretary, to the Director of 
Human Resources, effective August 11, 2010.  Mr. Kelley seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Transfer of:  Karen Potter, 

Special Education Para Educator, Sullivan School, to Clerk, at Rogers 
High School, effective August 11, 2010.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
5.5 Renewals. 
 2010-2011 Contracts for Administrators. 
 
 Mr. Leary stated that he would not be supporting the Contract Renewals 

for Administrators, as the clause for payout for unused vacation days was 
not eliminated.  Mr. DeAscentis stated that he would not be supporting the 
Contract Renewals for Administrators, as he had not seen evidence of 
administrative reorganization.     

 
  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Renewal of the 2010-2011 

Contracts for Administrators, as follows: Kimberly Behan, Principal, 
Underwood School; Jennifer Booth, Principal, Cranston-Calvert School; 
Robert Campion, Assistant Principal, Thompson Middle School; Patricia 
DiCenso, Principal, Rogers High School; Amy Donnelly Roche, Director of 
Student Services; Frances Eames, Director of Human Resources; Paul 
Fagan, Director of Property Services; Michael Franco, Principal, 
Coggeshall School; Caroline Frey, Director of Curriculum & Instruction; 
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Wendy Gasior, Administrative Assistant to Superintendent; Maria Mare 
Schulz, Principal, Sullivan School; Eddie Merritt, Attendance Facilitator; 
Jacqueline Naspo,  Director of Grants, Professional Development, and 
Community Involvement; James Nelson, Assistant Principal, Rogers High 
School; Lee Rabbitt, Director of Technology; Michael Saunders, Director 
of Administrative Services; Doreen Schlackman, School Accountability 
Specialist/Information System Manager; Barbara Smith, Coordinator of 
Special Education; and Eric Thomas, Principal, Thompson Middle School.  
Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried (4-2).  Those Members 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines, Sandra J. 
Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick K. Kelley, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.  Those 
Members voting against the motion were:  Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., and 
Robert J. Leary.     

  
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi distributed the approved Personnel Actions 
(attached) dated August 10, 2010, as presented. 
 
5.6 Requests for Home Instruction.  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the 

Requests for Home Instruction, as presented.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (6-0).          

 
5.7 Bid(s):  

5.7.1 Interior Door Replacement—Rogers High School. Dr. Shoemaker 
made a motion to award the Bid for the Interior Classroom Door 
Replacement in the Fine Arts Wing at Rogers High School to New 
England School Services of Medford, Massachusetts, in the amount of 
$11,721.  Mr. Kelley seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-
0). 

 
6.0 DISCUSSION 

 
6.1 New Elementary School Construction—Update.  Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Ambrogi stated that meetings have been scheduled with a group of 
individuals who would be assisting in the new elementary school construction 
initiative, focusing in on passing a bond referendum for the Pell Elementary 
School and informing the public of the benefits of our New Elementary School 
Construction Plan, with particularly emphasis given on the fact that the state has 
increased the district’s school construction project reimbursement from 30 
percent to 42 percent.  Discussion followed.  

 
6.2 Subcommittee Reports: 
 

6.2.1 Facilities Subcommittee—Summer Work Update.  Chairperson Mr. 
DeAscentis and Director of Property Services Paul Fagan updated the 
Committee on the summer activities in progress regarding the facilities 
throughout the district.  The Committee applauded Mr. Fagan’s continued 
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accomplishments.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the 
annual school facilities walkthrough would be scheduled to take place 
later this month.     

  
6.2.2 Finance Advisory/Audit Committee—New Basic Education Program 

Implications for FY ’12 Budget.  Chairperson Mr. Leary stated that Mr. 
Kelley had requested that there be a discussion about the implications of 
the new Basic Education Program (BEP) in relation to the formulation of 
the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget.  At the request of Mr. Kelley, Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that he was currently receiving 
administrative feedback on the possible implications of the new BEP and 
that, going forward, a template would be developed as part of a financial 
forecast to address needed outcomes. 

  
6.2.3 Newport School Committee/Newport City Council Liaison 

Subcommittee.  Chairperson Mrs. Gaines stated that she had no update. 
 

6.2.4 Policy Subcommittee.  Chairperson Dr. Flowers stated that the Policy 
Manual has been updated by the Subcommittee and would be ready for 
distribution in the fall.  She further stated that future discussion would be 
needed regarding possible Policy implications of the following: 
 
• Homework.  The Homework Policy is currently under revision.  

 
• Virtual High School Program.  At the request of Mr. Kelley, 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that he was in the 
process of trying to locate a template from another school district for 
the Committee to consider in the establishment of a Policy for the 
Virtual High School Program.   
 

• School Uniforms. Chairperson Mrs. Gaines stated that an 
enhanced dress code has been established at Thompson Middle 
School; and, should the Committee be interested, at some point in 
time, having school uniforms at Thompson Middle School, 
legislative approval would be needed, resulting in the need to 
develop a School Committee Policy for implementation.  

 
6.2.5 Public Relations/Community Outreach Subcommittee.  In the absence 

of Chairperson Ms. Bolan, no update was provided, and there was no new 
business to report.  
 

6.2.6 Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC).    
Representative Mrs. Gaines stated that federal legislation was approved 
today in support of funding for education jobs.  Discussion followed as to 
how these monies might be allocated as a recipient district. 
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6.2.7 Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force.  Representative Mr. Leary 
reviewed the excerpts of evaluation results regarding the Strategic 
Prevention Framework (SPF) Initiative (2007-2010) prepared for the 
Newport Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force and presented at their 
Meeting of June 21, 2010.   
 

6.2.8 Wellness Subcommittee.  In the absence of Chairperson Ms. Bolan, Mr. 
Leary and the Director of Administrative Services Michael Saunders 
reported out on the outcomes of this morning’s Nutrition Work Group 
Meeting on commodities. Discussion followed regarding the progress of 
upgrading menus.      
   

6.2.9 District Strategic Planning Subcommittee. Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Ambrogi stated that the District Strategic Planning Subcommittee had 
met to review the appropriate template for action regarding the goals 
established in the Strategic Planning Meeting held this past spring.  Once 
this activity is completed, he stated that the Subcommittee will reconvene 
the Members of the Community Strategic Plan, in September, to review 
the final document. 

 
7.0 ACTION. 
 

7.1 Resolution—Rogers High School Energy Program—Lease/Purchase 
Agreement.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the request from 
Bond Counsel to have the School Committee and City Council approve a 
Resolution to authorize the execution and delivery of the Lease/Purchase 
Agreement for the Rogers High School Energy Program.  Dr. Shoemaker made 
a motion to approve the School Committee Resolution regarding the 
Lease/Purchase Agreement with TD Equipment Finance.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion, which carried (5-1).  Mr. DeAscentis voted against the 
motion.  He expressed concerns about continued use of Rogers High School 
considering the issue of regionalization and the legality of the lease/purchase 
plan.     

 
7.2 Resolution—Thompson Middle School Redesign. Dr. Shoemaker made a 

motion to support the Superintendent’s Plan for improving the quality of 
education offered at Thompson Middle School, commonly known as the 
Thompson Redesign.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried (5-1).  
Mr. DeAscentis voted against the motion.     
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8.0 Reports from Superintendent and Staff:  Expenditure and Revenue Reports, 

Enrollment Reports, Damage Reports, and Superintendent’s Update.  
 
8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

reminded the Committee that historically Expenditure and Revenue Reports 
have not been presented in August, since the previous year’s expenditures are 
being closed out and the new year’s expenditures have not yet begun to be 
billed.  He stated that a complete Expenditure and Revenue Report would be 
presented at the September School Committee Meeting or earlier, if possible.  

 
8.2 Enrollment Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi provided the 

Committee with the Enrollment Reports, as of June 28, 2010.  Discussion 
followed.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Enrollment Reports, as 
presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
8.3  Damage Reports.  There were no Damage Reports presented this month. 

 
8.4  Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi listed for the 

Committee his activities to date: Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council 
Meeting (06-07-10); Title IV Meeting with Child & Family Services (06-07-10); 
Newport Community School Legislative Site Visit to RHS and TMS (06-07-10); 
TMS Advisory Committee Meeting (06-08-10); Nutrition Work Group Meeting 
(06-09-10); Early Intervention (Baby Steps) Meeting (06-10-10); Sullivan School 
Fourth Grade Annual Trip to CCRI (06-10-10); RIDE—Title III School Support 
Monitoring Visit—Evaluation Readout (06-11-10); CCRI—Learner’s Journey—
Newport Community Garden—Groundbreaking Ceremony at Dexter Street Site 
(06-12-10); RHS National Honor Society Induction (06-13-10); Meeting with 
HMFH Architects (06-14-10); Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center 
Graduation (06-14-10); TMS Advisory Committee Meeting (06-15-10); NSC 
Employee Retirement Dinner (06-15-10); RI Interlocal Risk Management Trust—
Board of Trustees’ Special Meeting (06-16-10); Newport Community School 
Annual Meeting (06-16-10); Underwood School Garden—Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony (06-17-10); SCORES Leadership Meeting (06-17-10); TMS Advisory 
Committee Meeting (06-18-10); DARE Graduation Ceremony @ TMS (06-18-
10); RHS Graduation (06-18-10); SCORES Data & Evaluation Meeting (06-21-
10); TMS Advisory Committee Meeting (06-22-10); Newport City Council 
Meeting—School Budget Appropriation (06-23-10); Meeting with National Grid 
(06-24-10); TMS Advisory Committee Meeting (06-24-10); Meeting with NAACP 
Representatives (06-25-10); Grade 8 Promotional Ceremony @ TMS (06-28-10); 
NSC Finance Advisory/Audit Subcommittee Meeting (06-28-10); RI Interlocal 
Risk Management Trust—Quarterly Board of Trustees’ Meeting (06-29-10); East 
Bay Educational Collaborative Board Meeting (06-30-10); TMS Reading 
Teachers’ Meeting (07-01-10); Bond Referendum Meeting (07-07-10); Early 
Intervention (Baby Steps) Meeting (07-08-10); Meeting with Editor of Newport 
Patch (07-09-10); Meeting with Captain Voboril of Naval Station Newport (07-09-
10); Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council Meeting (07-12-2010); NSC Policy 
Subcommittee Meeting (07-13-10); NSC Facilities Subcommittee Meeting (07-
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14-10); Strategic Plan Work Group Meeting (07-15-10); BoardDocs Planning 
Meeting (07-15-10); Bond Referendum Meeting (07-19-10); BoardDocs 
Demonstration Meeting (07-20-10); TMS Scheduling Meeting (07-22-10); TMS 
Specialists’ Meeting (Art/Music & Physical Education) (07-26-10); URI/TMS 
Project Best—District Health Award Presentation (07-27-10); Alliance for a 
Livable Newport—Meeting with Representatives—School Budget/New School 
Construction (07-29-10); TMS Scheduling Meeting (07-30-10); Rhode Island 
Public Expenditure Council Meeting (08-02-10); TMS Parents’ Meeting—
Redesign (08-02-10); Bond Referendum Meeting (08-02-10); and Bond 
Referendum—Facilities Walkthrough (08-03-10).  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion 
to accept the Superintendent’s Update, as presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS.  Suggested meeting dates 

and agenda topics were reviewed.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that 
the annual school facilities walkthrough would be scheduled to take place later this 
month.     

 
10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION.   

 
At 8:15 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in advance in 
writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held in an open 
session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Dr. Shoemaker seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 9 of 10 



Newport School Committee                        Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, August 10, 2010, 7 p.m.  

  
 

Page 10 of 10 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 

 
OPEN SESSION 

 
At 8:54 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session. 

 
 

Adjournment.  At 8:55 p.m., Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. 
Kelley seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).  

 
 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Jo Eva Gaines       John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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