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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting 
Monday, June 21, 2010 

 
MINUTES  

 
Call to Order.  Chairperson Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines called the Special Meeting of the Newport 
School Committee to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice Berman 
Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.   
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines, Vice Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., 
Patrick K. Kelley, Robert J. Leary, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker. School Department:  
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, 
and Professional Development Jacqueline Naspo, Ed.D., Coordinator of Literacy and 
Numeracy K-12 Caroline Frey, Ed.D., Technology Director Lee Rabbitt, Business Manager 
Michael Saunders, Property Services Director Paul Fagan, Rogers High School Principal 
Patricia DiCenso, Sodexo Services General Manager Solange Morrissette and District Cathy 
Rocco, and Rhode Island Department of Education’s Administrator of the Child Nutrition 
Program Becky Bessette.  Also present was:  Newport School Committee Counsel Neil P. 
Galvin.             

 
WORKSHOP— 
1.0 Universal Free School Breakfast Program.  School Committee Member and 

Wellness Chairperson Rebecca Bolan provided a PowerPoint Presentation and a Video 
Clip of a recently attended Site Visit to San Diego City Schools in support of the 
Universal Free School Breakfast Program.  Pauline Perkins-Moye, representing the 
Rhode Island Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty, and Parent, Wellness 
Subcommittee Member, and Kids First Communications Director Jennifer Quigley-
Harris provided the Committee with community feedback and documented research in 
support of the Universal Free School Breakfast Program. The Presentation 
encompassed the need to increase breakfast participation in Newport in an effort to 
improve academic performance and Nutritional Health of Newport Students and 
recommended a one-year Pilot Program at Rogers High School and Sullivan School.  
Public input was received from Resident and Parent Terry Mason in support of the 
Program.  Discussion followed regarding financial implications of implementing this 
Program, expanding it districtwide, and the need to conduct an all-inclusive parent 
survey. Addressing the Committee, Rhode Island Department of Education’s 
Administrator of the Child Nutrition Program Becky Bessette defined the provisions of 
the state and federal reimbursement funding formula for School Food Services.  
Chairperson Mrs. Gaines thanked Ms. Bolan for providing this evening’s Presentation 
and stated that the School Committee would continue its review of the request to 
implement the Program. 
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At 7:40 p.m., the Committee took a brief recess. 
 
At 7:45 p.m., the Committee resumed its meeting.   

 
DISCUSSION. 
2.0 Math Intervention Program at Rogers High School. At the request of 

Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi, Rogers High School Principal Ms. DiCenso reviewed 
with the Committee the Math Intervention Program established at Rogers High School 
to improve the district’s math scores at all levels.  Discussion followed.   
 

3.0 Implementation of the Virtual High School Program at Rogers High School—
Beginning September, 2010.  At the request of Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi, Rogers 
High School Principal Ms. DiCenso provided the Committee with an overview for the 
implementation of the Virtual High School Program at Rogers High School, beginning 
September, 2010, and its flexibility to offer students the access to the instruction of 
needed courses.  Discussion followed.   

 
4.0 International Yacht Restoration School and Newport Community School.  At the 

request of Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi, Rogers High School Principal Ms. 
DiCenso shared with the Committee the recently developed relationship this year with 
the International Yacht Restoration School (IYRS) and the district’s high school 
students with the support of the Newport Community School, resulting in a boat 
launching held this past week at Fort Adams.  Discussion followed.   

 
5.0 Professional Development Program on Use of NWEA.  At the request of 

Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi, Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and 
Professional Development Dr. Naspo reviewed with the Committee continued 
professional development support regarding the implementation and instructional 
implications on the use of the NWEA.   

 
6.0 Regionalization Appointment. Chairperson Ms. Gaines and Dr. Shoemaker stated 

that, with the approval of the Mayor and Council, they both would be considered for 
appointment to serve on the Regionalization Committee, given their presence during 
the time when regionalization was spearheaded by the Ad Hoc Regionalization 
Committee.  Discussion followed.   

 
ACTION. 
7.0 Rogers High School Energy Program—Award of Contracts.  Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that the Contracts of ConEdison Solutions and Celtic 
Energy had been reviewed by School Committee Counsel Neil Galvin and were before 
the Committee this evening for approval.  Dr. Ambrogi also stated, that should the 
Contracts be approved this evening, National Grid had indicated that they would 
provide the District with a substantial cash incentive.  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion 
to award the Rogers High School Energy Program Contracts of ConEdison Solutions 
and Celtic Energy, subject to a satisfactory Lease/Purchase Agreement.  Dr. Flowers 
seconded the motion. Discussion followed. School Committee Counsel Neil Galvin, 
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Property Services Director Paul Fagan, and Business Manager Michael Saunders 
answered questions from Committee Members. The motion carried unanimously (7-0).   
 

8.0 School Food Services Management Contract Renewal—Sodexo Management, 
Inc.  School Committee Counsel Neil Galvin stated to the Committee that he had 
reviewed Ms. Watson’s Letter regarding the School Food Services Management 
Contract Renewal Process (Resident, Attorney, and Alliance For A Livable Newport 
President), as well as the Food Services Contract approved in 2009 and its proposed 
one-year Contract Renewal. In conclusion, Mr. Galvin stated that the proposed 
revisions of the Contract Renewal were not significantly different than the Original 
Contract approved in 2009 and, from a legal standpoint, the Renewal was in order.  He 
referenced Ms. Watson’s Letter, indicating her comments were from a subjective 
standpoint.  He indicated that the Committee, as a full authoritative body, has the 
exclusive right to negotiate the internal aspects of the Contract. Rhode Island 
Department of Education’s Administrator of the Child Nutrition Program Becky 
Bessette reviewed with the Committee the state’s contract process and timelines.  
Discussion followed. Ms. Watson requested the Committee consider expanding its 
timelines for review during Contract Renewal Processes.  Business Manager Michael 
Saunders and Sodexo Food Services District Manager Cathy Rocco and General 
Manager Solange Morrissette answered questions from Committee Members. 
Discussion followed.  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to award the School Food 
Service Management Contract Renewal to Sodexo Management, Inc., for the Fiscal 
Year 2010-2011.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried (6-1).  The Member 
who voted against the motion was:  Robert J. Leary.     

 
9.0 East Bay School Transportation Contract. Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

stated that this item has been placed on Thursday evening’s Special Meeting Agenda, 
pending receipt of Counsel Galvin’s Legal Opinion regarding the proposed terms of the 
East Bay School Transportation Contract.  Mr. Galvin provided the travel of the Contract 
Process and indicated that, once he is in receipt of the vendor’s contract, he would 
review and provide his Legal Opinion.  He did state, however, that even though the 
pricing had been solidified through the state’ master pricing, that his recommendation 
would likely be to limit the contract terms to 3 years, with two one-year options.   

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION.   
10.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.   

 
Adjournment.  At 10:12 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. 
Bolan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Jo Eva Gaines       John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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