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5.1 
 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Monday, June 28, 2010 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines called the Special Meeting of the Newport 
School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice Berman 
Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.   
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines, Vice Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., 
Patrick K. Kelley, Robert J. Leary, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker. School Department:  
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Business Manager Michael Saunders, 
Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, Sullivan School Principal Maria Mare Schulz, and 
Underwood School Principal Kimberly Behan. 
      
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

 
DISCUSSION. 
1.0 Middle School Uniforms.  At the request of Chairperson Mrs. Gaines, Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that, should the district move forward with the Middle 
School Uniforms Initiative, it would require some policy action on the part of the School 
Committee and reviewed Woonsocket’s proposed School Uniform Policy for 
implementation in September, 2010.  Discussion followed.     

   
ACTION. 
2.0 Math Intervention Program.  At the request of Mr. Kelley, Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the Committee the proposed student enrollment for next 
year’s Rogers High School Intervention Program. He stated that, based on the 
significant number of students identified in need of intervention/remediation and the 
requirement that all students graduating high school in 2012 must be partially proficient, 
an additional .5 Mathematics Intervention Specialist would need to be authorized by the 
Committee.  Dr. Ambrogi did state that a .4 Mathematics Intervention Specialist had 
already been budgeted for the next school year. Discussion followed. Dr. Shoemaker 
made a motion to authorize the Superintendent to budget for a .5 Mathematics 
Intervention Specialist for the next school year. Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
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3.0 Universal Free School Breakfast Program.   
 
 Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated to the Committee his support for 

Universal Free School Breakfast at Sullivan Elementary School, indicating that the 
District would not lose money and might realize a slight profit.  He further stated that 
he could not support the implementation of the Universal Free School Breakfast 
Program at Rogers High School, given the substantial financial impact it would have 
on the District’s Budget. Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the implementation 
of the Universal Free School Breakfast Program only at Sullivan School. Mr. Kelley 
seconded motion.  Mr. Kelly requested that the motion be amended to include that it 
be an in-class delivery model and to reinvest the revenue back into the food service 
program. Sullivan School Principal Maria Mare Schulz provided the Committee with 
input and requested that the Program be delivered in the Cafeteria and not as an in-
class model.  Public Input was received from:  Nutrition Work Group Chairperson 
Judith Webb.  Mr. Kelly amended the original motion to approve the implementation of 
the Universal Free School Breakfast Program only at Sullivan School by adding:  “and 
to reinvest the revenue back into the food service program”.  Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  The original motion carried unanimously (7-
0).    

  
Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to establish the Universal Free School Breakfast Pilot 
Program at Rogers High School.  Ms. Bolan seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  
Dr. Ambrogi reminded the Committee that the Rogers High School Universal Free 
School Breakfast Pilot Program was not part of his recommendation: given that  
taxpayers’ dollars would be needed to subsidize the Program for non-eligible students; 
the cost to the District would net $36,990 if the target of serving 75 percent of the 
students was met and $44,388 at 90 percent; and valuable instructional time would be 
lost. Public Input was received from:  Maggie Rogers, representing the George W. Wiley 
Center and Nutrition Work Group Chairperson Judith Webb. Review and discussion 
followed regarding the Guaranteed Return Clause of the Food Services Contract.  The 
motion failed (2-5). Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:  Vice 
Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., and Rebecca Bolan.  Those Members voting 
against the motion were: Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick 
K. Kelley, Robert J. Leary, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.   
 

4.0 Underwood School—Class Configuration. At the request of Ms. Bolan, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi provided an update regarding the issue of 
reducing Underwood School Grade 2 from three classes to two classes. Review and 
discussion followed regarding class size requirements and projected elementary 
enrollment for next year.  Dr. Ambrogi stated that it was his hope that the Teachers’ 
Association of Newport would provide for the flexibility to minimally increase the class 
size in order that the District would be able to keep the students who are currently at 
Underwood School and have two classes.  Discussion followed.  Ms. Bolan made a 
motion to have only two grade two classrooms at Underwood School for next year.  Mr. 
Leary seconded the motion.  Underwood School Principal Dr. Behan reviewed her 
findings of a recent parent survey conducted of families attending Underwood School, 
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who resided outside of the catchment, as to their willing to accept a transfer of their 
child to another elementary school.  She also spoke to the ELL Service Delivery Model 
and projected military enrollment. Dr. Ambrogi stated that he was not prepared, at this 
point in time, to approve closing one second grade at Underwood School.  He reminded 
the Committee that he had promised the Carey and Underwood Parents that further 
physical disruption to their families would not occur and that he would rather not 
involuntary transfer students out of a school until absolutely necessary. Public Input was 
received from Underwood School Parents Aliki Cooper, Jennifer Taylor, and Heather 
Jefferson in support of the Dr. Ambrogi’s position.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
failed (3-4).  Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:  Vice Chairperson 
Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Rebecca Bolan, and Robert J. Leary.  Those Members voting 
against the motion were: Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick 
K. Kelley, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.   
   

5.0 Fiscal Year 2010-2011 School Budget.   As a result of the City Council’s action to cut 
2.5 percent ($578,568) from the Fiscal Year 2011 School Budget, Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Ambrogi provided the Committee with the additional budget reduction 
recommendations.  Review and discussion followed.  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to 
approve the Fiscal Year 2011 School Budget, as presented, in the amount of 
$37,061,140. Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
carried (4-3). Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:  Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick K. Kelley, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.  
Those Members voting against the motion were:  Vice Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, 
Jr., Rebecca Bolan, and Robert J. Leary.          

 
6.0 Personnel Actions.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi briefly reviewed with the 

Committee the Request to recall the following individuals.  
 

6.1 Appointments/Transfers/Recalls.   
 
 Recalls (Non-tenured – rescission of non-renewal of contract);  
 Recalls (Tenured – rescission of suspension/layoff). 
 
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Recalls (Non-tenured – rescission 

of non-renewal contracts) of:  Alaina Behbehani, Justin Buffman, Hope Chella (.6 
FTE), Britany Coleman (.6 FTE), John Dusel, Flo Hazen, Ian Gollub, Jennifer 
Green, Andrew Martucci (.6 FTE), Megan McCauley, Lorraine Pfeiffer, Talia 
Powers, Jessica Rosa, and Kaitlin Wilson, effective immediately; and to approve 
the Recalls (Tenured – rescission of suspension/layoff) of: Suzanne Blais, 
Stephanie DeAscentis, Theodore Hackman, Michal Kuriscak, Stacey Lyon (.6 
FTE), and Lee Russell, effective immediately.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi distributed the approved Personnel Actions 
(attached) dated June 28, 2010, as presented. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION.   
7.0 Executive Session.  

 
At 9:07 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in advance in 
writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held in an open 
session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 

 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

At 10:30 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session. 
 
 

Adjournment.  At 10:32 p.m., Mr. Kelley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Leary 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Jo Eva Gaines       John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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