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5.1 
 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Thursday, July 8, 2010 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines called the Special Meeting of the Newport 
School Committee to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Newport Public Schools’ Administration Center, 
Room No. 924. 
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines, Vice Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr. (arrived at 6:30 p.m.), Rebecca Bolan, 
Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick K. Kelley, Robert J. Leary, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker. 
School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Business Manager 
Michael Saunders, Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, and Energy Manager Richard 
Niejadlik.   
      

 
DISCUSSION. 
1.0 Thompson Middle School Redesign.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated 

that staff would be continuing their work during the summer regarding the schedule and 
class assignments to ensure that the flexibility of the Thompson Middle School 
Redesign Program can be implemented given the cluster system.  Discussion followed. 
Public Input was received from:  Thompson Middle School Teacher Lisa Olaynack.   

 
ACTION. 
2.0 Personnel Actions.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the following 

Personnel Actions.  Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to accept the Personnel Actions, as 
presented.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.  Public Input was received from:  City of 
Newport Resident and Council 94—Local 841 Vice President Gary Michael regarding 
the elimination of four Para Educators and two Utility Custodians.  The motion carried 
unanimously (6-0).      

 
2.1 Retirements.   
 
 Retirement of Ann M. Fagan, Secretary to the Director of Human Resources, 

effective June 30, 2010.   
 
 Retirement of Christopher E. DelSesto, Utility Custodian, effective August 15, 

2010.   
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2.2 Leave of Absence.   
 
 Leave of Absence for Maternity of Kathryn L. Dusel, Teacher, Grade 8, English, 

Thompson Middle School, effective November 24, 2010 until the end of 2010-
2011 School Year.  

 
2.3 Appointments/Transfers/Recalls.    
 
 Appointments. 
  
 Appointments for the Summer Vocational Program for Rogers High School, 

effective July 12, 2010:  Raleigh Brennan, Dean of Program; Meg Loftus, Job 
Coach; Nicholas Medeiros, Teacher, Automotive Technology; Kevin Ferris, 
Teacher Assistant, Automotive Technology; Kenneth Mercier, Teacher, 
Carpentry; Linda Jackson, Teacher, Cosmetology; Dianne Martin, Teacher 
Assistant, Cosmetology; Steven Kalble, Teacher, Culinary; Nancy Noonan, 
Teacher, English Language Arts/Reading; and Debbie Grover, Secretary to the 
Dean of the Program.   

 
 Transfers. 
 
 Transfer of Caroline Frey, Ed.D., from the Position of Literacy & Numeracy 

Coordinator, K-12, to Director of Curriculum & Instruction, effective July 12, 2010.   
 
 Transfer of Jacqueline Naspo, Ed.D., from the Position of Executive Director of 

Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development to Director of Grants, 
Professional Development, and Community Involvement, effective July 12, 2010.   

 
 Transfer of Vincent Butler from the Position of Custodian, Second Shift, Rogers 

High School to Custodian, First Shift, Cranston-Calvert School, effective July 12, 
2010.   

 
 Transfer of Jacqueline Killian from the Position of Administration Clerk Typist to 

Property Services’ Clerk Typist/Mail Processor, effective July 1, 2010.   
 
 Transfer of Cindy Hightower from the Position of Student Services’ Clerk Typist to 

Student Services’ Information Processing Clerk Typist, effective July 1, 2010.  
 
 Recalls. 
 
 Recall of Valerie Druken, School Nurse Teacher, effective immediately.   
   
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi distributed the approved Personnel Actions 
(attached) dated July 8, 2010, as presented. 
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 Public Input was received from:  Council 94—Local 841 President Gerard Downing, 

Vice President Gary Michael, and Utility Custodian John Callahan regarding the 
elimination of four Para Educators and two Utility Custodians.  Discussion followed. 

 
 Public Input was received from:  City of Newport Resident and Rogers High School 

Social Studies Department Head Coleen Hermes, Social Studies Teacher Stephen 
Ferris, and two students spoke in support of the Social Studies Program and its current 
Schedule of Course Offerings, in particular, European History.  Discussion followed.   

 
3.0 Rogers High School Energy Program—Award of Lease/Purchase Agreement.   
 Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the Energy Equipment Lease/Purchase 

Proposal of TD Equipment Finance, Inc., of Foxborough, Massachusetts, in the amount 
of $1,060,726, for a term of 10 years, at an interest rate of 3.07 percent, contingent 
upon attorney review of the Agreement. Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.   Discussion 
followed.  At the request of the Committee, Celtic Energy President Christopher Halpin 
and National Grid Account Manager Joseph McLoughlin reviewed the implementation of 
the Rogers High School Energy Program, energy avoidance costs, energy rebate 
program, and site plans.  Mr. DeAscentis expressed concerns about continued use of 
Rogers High School considering the issue of regionalization and the legality of the 
lease/purchase plan. The motion carried (6-1).  Mr. DeAscentis voted against the 
motion. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION.   
4.0 Executive Session.  

 
At 7:50 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in advance in 
writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held in an open 
session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Dr. Shoemaker seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

SEALED MINUTES—CONFIDENTIAL 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

At 9:53 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session. 
 
 

Adjournment. At 9:55 p.m., Ms. Bolan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Kelley 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Jo Eva Gaines       John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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