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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Thursday, April 29, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines called the Special Meeting of the Newport School 
Committee to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Newport Public Schools’ Administration Center, Room No. 924. 
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members: Chairperson Jo Eva Gaines; Vice 
Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., Patrick K. Kelley, 
Robert J. Leary, and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.  School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John 
H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, and Energy Manager Richard Niejadlik.  
Also present was:  Laura Wernick, representing HMFH Architects.     
 
ACTION 
1.0  Actions Required by the Rhode Island State Department of Education for Completion of 

Submittal of Stage II Application for the Claiborne Pell Elementary School. 
 
Representing HMFH Architects, Laura Wernick reviewed the following items in support of the 
completion of the Stage II Application Submittal for the Claiborne Pell Elementary School with 
the Committee, as required by the Rhode Island Department of Education: 

 
1. Construction Financing Plan 
2. Thompson Middle School Utilization Plan  
3. Rogers High School Utilization Plan 
4. Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. preliminary traffic impact review of the conceptual plan of the 

proposed Dexter Street site plan. 
5. The Superintendent’s letter to RIDE regarding the utilization of the John F. Kennedy School in 

Middletown, Rhode Island.  
6. The Superintendent’s letter to RIDE regarding the proposed curriculum and instructional activities 

that will take place in the new Pre-K – 4 School. 
7. The Superintendent’s letter and RFP regarding the Newport School Committee’s issuance of a 

contract for the Commissioning Agent for the new Pre-K – 4 School. 
8. NE CHPS/Preliminary Energy Analysis prepared by HMFH Architects, Inc. as part of the Newport 

Stage II Submittal.  
9. Arsenic Geotechnical Review prepared by HMFH Architects, Inc. as part of the Newport State II 

Submittal.  
10. Committee to assume responsibility and control of the physical plant that houses the Newport 

Area Career and Technical Center, as per Letter attached. 
11. Educational Program Specifications for the Newport Elementary School, Newport, RI Pre-K – 4th 

Grade School for 840 students (“T” Plan).  
12. Floor Plans for the Newport Elementary School, Newport, RI Pre-K – 4th Grade School for 840 

students (“T” Plan).   
13. Site Plan 
14. Project Budget 
15. Cost Estimate 
16. Schedule 
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Discussion followed.   
 
In reference to Item No. 9, upon consensus of the Committee, a Letter will be drafted by Counsel 
Galvin and forwarded to the Department of Environmental Management seeking a Waiver for 
Remediation of any found naturally occurring arsenic in the soils at the Dexter Street site.      
 
Ms. Bolan requested that, upon approval of the Stage II Application, that the floor plans be 
modified to shorten the pathway from the cafeteria to the playground. 
 
Mr. Kelley made a motion to approve the 16 items, referred to above, in support of the 
completion of the Stage II Application Submittal for the Claiborne Pell Elementary School, as 
required by the Rhode Island Department of Education.  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion.   
 
Discussion followed.   
 
Mr. Kelley amended his motion that Item No. 10 be written as follows:  “The Committee to 
assume responsibility and control of the physical plant that houses the Newport Area Career and 
Technical Center, as per Letter attached.”  Dr. Flowers seconded the motion, which carried (7-0).  
The original motion being made and seconded, carried (6-1). The Member who voted against the 
motion was:  Robert J. Leary. 
 

 
Adjournment.    At 8:23 p.m., Dr. Shoemaker made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Flowers seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  
 
 
 
__________________________             ___________________________ 
Jo Eva Gaines       John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson        Clerk 
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