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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Tuesday, November 24, 2009, 6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines called the Special Meeting of the Newport 
School Committee to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Newport Public Schools’ Administration Center, 
Room No. 924. 
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members: Chairperson Jo Eva 
Gaines; Vice Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, Ph.D., 
Patrick K. Kelley, Robert J. Leary (absent), and Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker.  School 
Department:  Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., and Director of Technology 
Lee Rabbitt. 
 
1.0 Newport School Committee Retreat—Follow Up. 

 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi and School Committee Members reviewed the 
outcomes of their Retreat held on Saturday, November 14, 2009, inclusive of the 
following agenda items for discussion this evening.   
 

2.0 2009 Newport School Committee Goals. 
 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi and School Committee Members reviewed the 
progress made to date in the completion of the 2009 Newport School Committee Goals:  
Goal 1—To Improve Academic Success, to be further discussed under Agenda Item No. 
3 this evening; Goal 2—To Act to Address the School Department’s Facilities’ Needs; 
Goal 3—To Enhance the School Department’s Public Relations; Goal 4—To Continue to 
Provide Clear and Transparent Budget Documents and Financial Reports; Goal 5—To 
Continue Collaboration/Regionalization Efforts and Expand Where Possible; and Goal 
6—To Support Wellness Activities.   
 
2010 Newport School Committee Goals.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi and 
School Committee Members discussed proposed 2010 Newport School Committee 
Goals, as well as Subcommittee Assignments, both to be acted upon at their 
organizational meeting on January 12, 2010.     
 

3.0 Academic Rigor—Update—Next Steps  
[2009 School Committee Goal 1—To Improve Academic Success]. 
 
At the request of Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi and the School Committee, 
Director of Technology Lee Rabbitt presented next steps of Academic Rigor through the 
implementation of new computerized systems (TieNet and NWEA).  She explained how 
the District would use such data in the analysis of increasing academic rigor.  As for 
timelines to analyze such data, Ms. Rabbitt indicated that the District administered one 
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testing cycle in the Fall of 2009, of which results should be received by early February, 
2010, and uploaded three years of individual student NECAP data to TieNet.  At the end 
of October, the District received the first direct data report from NWEA and began to 
analyze the data through professional development sessions with teachers and 
administrators.  She emphasized that the NWEA initial scores would only provide a 
benchmark at this time and, after the administration of the second cycle of NWEA testing 
in January, even more information, in terms of an analysis, would become available.  Ms. 
Rabbitt also stated that, with the implementation of these new systems, the District would 
be able to map the curriculum against specific GLE/GSE’s and identify gaps in the 
curriculum, as well.  Discussion followed.  Public Input was received from Resident and 
Parent Charles Humphry.    
 
 

Adjournment.    At 7:46 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. 
Flowers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).  
 

 
 

 
 
__________________________             ___________________________ 
Jo Eva Gaines       John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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