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      5.1 
 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Regular Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:02 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice 
Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria. 
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. Charles 
P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo 
Eva Gaines, Dr. Thomas P. Galvin, and Thomas S. Phelan;  School Committee Members-
Elect:  Rebecca Bolan, Sandra J. Flowers, and Patrick Kelley. School Department:  
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Property Services Director Paul Fagan, 
and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin.  

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
1.0 MOMENT OF SILENCE. 

 
• James Wilton Hayes, Jr., CAPT, USN (Retired):  who passed away at South 

County Hospital, on Monday, October 20, 2008.  He was the father-in-law to 
Special Education Coordinator Barbara Smith.  As a resident of South Bay 
Manor, South Kingstown, and a long-time resident of Narragansett, he was the 
beloved husband of Doris C. (Hanigan) Hayes and loving father of James W. 
Hayes, III, of East Greenwich, and Pamela I. Quinn of Warwick, RI.  

 
• George J. Patnode, Jr.:  who passed away at Newport Hospital, on Monday, 

October 27, 2008.  He was the father of Coggeshall School Grade 3 Teacher 
Barbara Ring, husband of Eleanor (Geer) Patnode and the late Barbara 
(Garden) Patnode, and a long-time resident of Newport, graduating from Rogers 
High School in 1936.       

 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT.  No Public Comment was received.  

 
3.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.   Student Council Representative Michael Turchetti updated 

the Committee on Student Activities—Student Council:  Pep Rally and Fundraising for 
Holidays.   
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4.0 RESOLUTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT.   

4.1 Proclamation:  American Education Week.   
On behalf of the Newport School Committee, Chairperson Dr. Charles P. 
Shoemaker publicly read aloud the Proclamation for American Education Week 
and presented the framed original to the Teachers’ Association of Newport 
President Stephanie Martland.   

 
5.0 CONSENT AGENDA.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda, as 

presented, with the exception of the Personnel Actions:  Item No. 5.5, the first 
Appointment, to be acted on separately, at the request of Member Mr. Carlin, and Vice 
Chairperson Mr. Leary requested the Administrators’ Contracts be taken separately.  
Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).     
 
5.1 Approval of Minutes.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of 

the Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, November 13, 2008; and the Regular 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, October 14, 2008.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, November 13, 2008, 7 p.m.  No 

amendments were made. 
 

• Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, October 14, 2008, 7 p.m.  No 
amendments were made. 

 
5.2 
to 
5.5 Personnel Actions. 
 

Resignations. 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Resignation of Cynthia Cykert, National 
Honor Society Advisor, Rogers High School, effective November 5, 2008.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
Leaves of Absence. 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Leave of Absence of Louise Cardoni, 
Para Educator, Thompson Middle School, Leave without Pay, from January 2, 
2009, through the end of the 2008-2008 School Year.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Leave of Absence of Brian Krauss, 

Grade 5 Teacher, Cranston-Calvert School, Paternity, on or about January 5, 
2009, to on or about February 13, 2009.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (7-0). 
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 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Leave of Absence of Aaron Sherman, 

Grade 1 Teacher, Carey School, Parental, from November 4, 2008 to December 
5, 2008.   Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
Appointments.   

 
Mr. Carlin made a motion to approve the Appointment of Jennifer Green, Grade 2 
Teacher, Carey School, effective November 6, 2008.  Discussion followed. Mrs. 
Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of Lorraine Pfeifer, 

Extended School Day, Sullivan School, effective October 20, 2008.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of Britany Coleman, 

Assistant Girls’ Volleyball Coach, Rogers High School, effective August 18, 2008.  
Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0)  

  
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of Kacie Gallo, Head 
Boys’ Cross Country Coach, Rogers High School, effective August 18, 2008.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of Kacie Gallo, Head 
Girls’ Indoor Track Coach, Rogers High School, effective December 1, 2008.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of Ashlee Irons, Head 
Girls’ Cross Country Coach, Rogers High School, effective August 18, 2008.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   
 
Renewals—2008-2009 Contracts for Administrators. 

   
 Discussion followed.  Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary had a concern that pay 

for unused vacation days should be reduced to 25 from 30.  Mr. DeAscentis 
made a motion to approve the Renewals of the 2008-2009 Contracts for 
Administrators, as follows:  Kimberly Behan, Principal, Carey School; Jennifer 
Booth, Principal, Cranston-Calvert School; Maria O. Bradfield, Business Office 
Coordinator; Patricia DiCenso, Principal, Rogers High School; Amy Donnelly 
Roche, Director of Student Services; Frances Eames, Director of Human 
Resources; Paul Fagan, Director of Property Services; Michael Franco, Principal, 
Coggeshall School; Patricia Gablinske, Principal, Underwood School; Wendy 
Gasior, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent; Maria Mare Schulz, 
Principal, Sullivan School; Karen Mellen, Director, Newport Area Career & 
Technical Center; Eddie Merritt, Student Attendance Facilitator; Jacqueline 
Naspo, Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development; 
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James Nelson, Assistant Principal, Rogers High School; Adrian Poland, Literacy 
Coordinator; Michael Saunders, Business Manager; Doreen Schlackman, School 
Accountability Specialist/Information System Manager; Barbara Smith, 
Coordinator of Special Education; and Eric Thomas, Principal, Thompson Middle 
School. Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried (6-1).  The Member 
voting against the motion was:  Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary.  

 
5.6 Requests for Home Instruction.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the 

four (4) Requests for Home Instruction, as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
5.7 Fiscal Impact Statement/Collective Bargaining Agreement—Teachers’ 

Association of Newport.   Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Fiscal 
Impact Statement/Collective Bargaining Agreement—Teachers’ Association of 
Newport, as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).     

 
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., distributed the approved Personnel 
Actions (attached) dated November 18, 2008, as presented.   

 
6.0 DISCUSSION. 
 
 6.1 Presentation:  The Robinson Green Beretta (RGB) Report— 

6.1.1 Fire Code Compliance Upgrades at Elementary Schools.  At the 
request of Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi, Property Services 
Director Paul Fagan provided a brief overview of the Fire Code 
Compliance Upgrades at the District’s Elementary Schools and introduced 
Principal in Charge David Dequattro, and Dan Nichols, Project Director, 
from The Robinson Green Beretta Corporation (RGB), who provided a 
public presentation regarding the life safety code evaluations of six of our 
schools.  The evaluations included all five of our currently used elementary 
schools and Triplett School, which houses additional administrative offices 
in conjunction with the White House. The Report was comprehensive and 
highlighted the need to have a resolution to the elementary schools’ 
facilities issue immediately.  The biggest surprise in this Report was the 
substantial cost of almost $1.4M to bring Sullivan School up to compliance 
relative to life safety issues, and the least expensive compliance issues for 
these six buildings totaled $5,076,462.  Dr. Ambrogi stated that was 
imperative that the District close another elementary school and move the 
functions currently housed at Triplett School and the White House onto the 
campus of Rogers High School and the Newport Area Career and 
Technical Center.  He further stated that the District would have to develop 
a long-range plan to meet the approval of the State Fire Marshall. He 
indicated that he had already been discussing this matter with Fire Chief 
Hallgring and that they would be willing to work with the School 
Department on this, pending a resolution for new elementary school 
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construction.  Discussion followed.  Newport Fire Department Marshall 
Wayne Clark provided his feedback to the Committee relative to the 
Report and agreed that the Committee, the Fire Department, and RGB 
work together to provide a working plan.   Mrs. Gaines moved to accept 
the Report and set up a series of Workshops.  Mr. Phelan seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).      

 
6.2 Fifth Grade Move to Thompson Middle School—September, 2009—UPDATE.  

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi updated the Committee that the Grade 5 
Thompson Middle School Transition Team held its first meeting on November 5th, 
which allayed many of the fears of the parents of how the fifth grade would be 
integrated into a middle school structure.  He stated that the second meeting held 
last evening at Thompson Middle School was held so the parents could actually 
see where the classes would be held and the students would come in and out of 
the building.  He further stated that the Team had devised a way of separating the 
grades during the morning entrance and afternoon dismissal times. He indicated 
that information would be sent out in the coming week to the fourth and fifth grade 
families for further input relative to this process.  Dr. Ambrogi shared with the 
Committee a copy of those individuals who have volunteered to be on the 
Transition Team.  The third meeting of the Team has been scheduled for Monday, 
December 1, 2008, at the Administration Center.  Discussion followed.        

 
6.3 Subcommittee Reports. 

 
6.3.1 Facilities Planning Subcommittee.  At the request of Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Ambrogi and Subcommittee Chairperson Mr. DeAscentis, a 
review group (Jo Eva Gaines, Thomas Phelan, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., 
Robert J. Leary, Dr. Ambrogi, Patti DiCenso, Rick Niejadlik, and Paul 
Fagan) met relative to energy costs at Rogers High School.  Property 
Services Director Paul Fagan outlined the discussion regarding energy 
management in the short-run at Rogers High School.  He stated that two 
steps would be taken:  installing Fuel Catalyst Devices on the four burners 
at Rogers and to have a Steam Trap Survey of the Auditorium and the 
Gymnasium.  These would be some short-term remedies while awaiting a 
long-term solution to the high cost of energy at Rogers High School.   

   
6.3.2 Newport School Committee/Newport City Council Liaison.  

Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker stated that he had no new business to report. 
 

6.3.3 Policy.  Subcommittee Chairperson Mrs. Gaines stated that the Policy 
Subcommittee would be meeting soon regarding the recently revised 
State Policy on Peanut/Nut Allergies.    

 
6.3.4 Wellness.  Subcommittee Chairperson Dr. Galvin stated that the next 

Meeting of the Wellness Subcommittee would be held on Thursday, 
December 4, 2008, at 3 p.m., at the Carey School, Room No. 5.    
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6.3.5 Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC).  
Subcommittee Chairperson Mrs. Gaines stated that the Rhode Island 
Association of School Committee’s would be hosting a Workshop for new 
Committee Members this coming Saturday, November 22, 2008, of which 
the new members of the School Committee would be attending.  

 
6.3.6 Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force.  Subcommittee Chairperson 

Mr. Carlin stated that he had no new business to report.  He did reiterate 
that the Task Force was moving forward and working closely with the 
Newport Police for the development of a strong program for enforcement 
of under-age drinking.  He did state three subcommittees have been 
formed:  Policy, Enforcement, and Communications.  Mr. Carlin did state 
he would remain on the Task Force as a citizen but that an official 
Member of the School Committee would need to volunteer to serve.      

  
7.0 ACTION.  

 
7.1 Ratification of 2008-2011 Teachers’ Association of Newport Contract.  

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi distributed the final copy of the Contract 
between the Newport School Committee and the Teacher’s Association of 
Newport.  He stated that the Contract had been thoroughly reviewed by Neil 
Galvin, the Committee’s Legal Counsel and Chief Negotiator.  Counsel Galvin 
addressed the Committee that the Contract language had been satisfied.    Mrs. 
Gaines made a motion to ratify the 2008-2011 Collective Bargaining Agreement 
between the Newport School Committee and the Teachers’ Association of 
Newport.  Dr. Galvin seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion 
carried (4-3).  Those Members who voted in favor of the motion were: 
Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, David R. Carlin, Jo Eva Gaines, and Dr. 
Thomas P. Galvin.  Those Members who voted against the motion were:  Vice 
Chairperson Robert J. Leary, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan.      

 
8.0 Reports from Superintendent and Staff.  Expenditure and Revenue Reports, 

Enrollment Reports, Damage Reports, Superintendent’s Update, and Aquidneck 
Island Adult Learning Center Report.    

 
8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

reviewed the Expenditure and Revenue Reports from Business Manager Michael 
Saunders.  Dr. Ambrogi indicated that it appears that the District has a negative 
commitment variance; however, over the past several years, to better manage 
the District’s finances, he stated those expenses are encumbered at the 
beginning of the school year.  So, over time, the encumbrances will decrease and 
the actual dollars, year-to-date, will decrease.  With that understanding, Dr. 
Ambrogi indicated that it appears the District is to be in fine financial shape for 
this school year.  Discussion followed.  Business Manager Michael Saunders 
reviewed the Reports with the Committee relative to encumbrances, especially 
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fuel oil and out-of-district placement, as well as the definition of the requisition 
process and internal controls in place.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept 
the Expenditure and Revenue Reports, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).      

 
8.2 Enrollment Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the 

Committee the October 31, 2008.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the 
Enrollment Reports, as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (7-0).      

 
8.3 Damage Reports.  There were no Damage Reports presented this month. 
 
8.4  Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi briefed the 

Committee on activities to date:  RISSA—Commissioner’s Forum (10-16-08); 
Commissioner’s Search—Public Forum (10-16-08); RI Interlocal Management 
Trust Meeting (10-17-08); Newport SCORES Logic Model Workshop (10-20-08); 
Child & Family Services Meeting (10-21-08); RIPEC Annual Dinner Meeting (10-
22-08); RISSA—SORICO Meeting (10-23-08); Energy Management Meeting—
Rogers High School (10-23-08); RISSA—SORICO—Secondary Regulations Roll-
Out Meeting (10-27-08); Island Moving Company Meeting (10-28-08); Parent-
Teacher Organization Leadership Meeting (10-29-08); East Bay Educational 
Collaborative Retreat (10-30-08); First Student Transportation Meeting (11-03-
08); Teacher In-Service Workshop (11-04-08); Grade 5 TMS Transition Team 
Meeting (11-05-08) and (11-17-08); Tennis Hall of Fame Meeting (11-06-08); 
After-School Programming Casey Foundation Meeting (11-06-08); Aquidneck 
Island Regionalization Meeting (11-10-08); Newport SCORES Logic Model 
Workshop (11-10-08); NACTC Coordinating Council Meeting (11-14-08); Newport 
Public Education Foundation—Student Art Exhibit (11-16-08).  Discussion 
followed.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s Update, 
as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-
0).  At the request of Vice Chairperson Mr. Leary, he asked administration to 
research how the District tracks the gas usage relative to transportation of field 
trips.   

 
8.5 Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center Report.  Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the Committee the October Monthly Report and its 
Program Enrollments and Activities of the Aquidneck Island Adult Learning 
Center.  He stated he attend a Skills Alliance Program.   Mrs. Gaines made a 
motion to accept the Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center Report, as 
presented.  Mr. Carlin seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).    

   
9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS.  

 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed suggested meeting dates and agenda 
topics.   
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10.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.    
 

 
Adjournment.    At 8:42 p.m., Mr. Phelan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 

 
 


	Tuesday, November 18, 2008
	MINUTES 
	Chairperson       Clerk


