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1.1 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008, 7:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER.  Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, MD called the Regular June 
Meeting of the Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Frank E. 
Thompson Middle School Beatrice Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and 
Cafeteria. 
 
ROLL CALL.   Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson 
Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin (arrived 
7:02 p.m.), Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. Thomas P. Galvin (absent), and 
Thomas S. Phelan; School Department:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. John H. Ambrogi. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
1.0 MOMENT OF SILENCE.   
 
• Charles Ryan:  who passed away at Penn State University Hershey Medical 

Center on Monday, May 26, 2008.  He was the father of Lisa Ruth a Student 
Assistance Counselor at Thompson Middle School Human Services Mall. 
 

• John T. Capelli:   who passed away in Saratoga Springs, New York. Mr. Capelli, a 
graduate of Newark College of Engineering, was a Civil Engineer with the State of 
New York before his retirement. He leaves three children and four grandchildren. 
Mr. Capelli is the brother of Mary Ambrogi and the brother-in-law of Jack Ambrogi. 
 

• Helen Stone: who passed away June 4, 2008 at the Village House Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center in Newport.  Helen was an Elementary Reading Specialist 
with Newport Public Schools for 24 years, retiring in 1991. She is survived by her 
husband of 57 years, Rev. Dr. L. Edgar Stone, Jr. and two sons. 
 

• Helen Galvin:  who passed away in Newport.  Ms. Galvin was a teacher in the 
Newport Public Schools for over thirty years.  Most of her professional career was 
spent at Cranston-Calvert School.  She retired in 1980.  Ever since her retirement, 
she has been a consistent and faithful volunteer at Cranston-Calvert, touching the 
lives of thousands of students.  Ms. Galvin leaves many nieces and nephews, 
including Dr. Thomas Galvin of the Newport School Committee and Neil Galvin, 
Esquire, School Committee Attorney. 
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2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT.   
 

2.1 Judith Webb, 140 Ruggles Avenue 
 Addressed the committee about concerns with Sodexho food service. 

 
2.2 Pontus Krohn, 6 Murray Place (Naval War College Officer) 

 Addressed the committee about Carey Elementary School. 
  

2.3 Terri Flynn, 15 Congdon Avenue, Floor 2 
 Addressed the committee about Early Kindergarten Admission concerns. 

 

3.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.   
 

3.1 Student Council:  Student Council Representative Amelia Dias was not 
present to provide a year-end report. On behalf of the Committee, 
Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker presented a farewell gift to Ms. Dias for 
serving as the Committee’s Student Representative during the 2007-2008 
School Year to advisor Mr. Stephen Ferris. 
 

3.2 Introduction of 2007-2008 Officers: Rogers High School Student Council 
Advisor Steve Ferris and Outgoing President Ms. Amelia Dias introduced 
the incoming officers for the upcoming 2008-2009 academic year, as 
follows: President Michael Turchetti; Vice President Anne Galvin; Secretary 
Bethany Richards; Treasurer Oscar Augustkowski; and Activities 
Coordinator Jake Pruneau.  

 
4.0 RESOLUTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT.   
 

4.1 On behalf of the Newport School Committee, Chairman Dr. Charles P. 
Shoemaker congratulated and presented certificates of achievement to two 
(2) students, Andrew Chilabato and Dimitry Kaplin, who participated in the 
2008 Rhode Island Ford/AAA Student Auto Skills Competition held at the 
Warwick Mall on May 15, 2008.  Both students took the 1st place award, 
receiving $55,000.00 in scholarships.  In addition, they were presented with 
a substantial amount of automotive tools and equipment.  

 
5.0 CONSENT AGENDA.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda, 

as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(6-0). 

 
5.1 Approval of Minutes.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the 

approval of the Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 13, 2008 as follows.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
• Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 13, 2008. 
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5.2-5 Personnel Actions. 
 
5.2 Resignations.   

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the resignation of Jennifer L. Proulx, 
English Teacher, RHS, effective 06/30/2008.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the resignation of Rosemarie Souza, 
Science Teacher, TMS, effective 06/30/2008.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
5.3 Disability Retirements.   
 

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the disability retirement of Linda Smith, 
Kindergarten, Sullivan, LOA 2007-2008 School Year, effective 03/07/2008.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 

5.4 Leaves of Absence.  N/A 
 

5.5 Appointments/Transfers/Recalls.  
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Coleen Hermes, 
Social Studies Department Head, RHS, effective 9/3/2008. Mr. Carlin seconded 
the motion.  Discussion was held, during which time Mr. Leary indicated the he 
was voting in opposition to this motion based on the recommendations from the 
Berkshire Advisors to eliminate the department head positions at the high school.  
He indicated that the proposed individual is fully credentialed and qualified for the 
position and he is not objecting to the individual selected for the position, but the 
position itself.  Mr. Phelan expressed similar remarks.  The motion was carried (4-
2) with Dr. Shoemaker, Mr. Carlin Mrs. Gaines and Mr. DeAscentis voting in favor 
of the appointment and Mr. Phelan and Mr. Leary voting against the appointment. 
  
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Melissa Henry, ALP 
Reading Specialist, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of William Kimes, ALP 
Special Education Teacher, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis seconded 
the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Joanne Ritchie, 
Transition Coordinator, RHS, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
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Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Colleen Crotteau, 
Bus/Playground Duty, Sullivan School, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Lori Russell, 
Bus/Playground Duty, Underwood School, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Mary Sullivan, 
Bus/Playground Duty, Coggeshall School, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Lisa Kirby, Theater 
Advisor, Thompson Middle School, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Sharon McDonnell, 
Yearbook Advisor, Thompson Middle School, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Stephanie Sullivan, 
Mock Trial Coach, Thompson Middle School, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Peter Corr, Drama 
Advisor, RHS, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion 
which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Cynthia Cykert, 
National Honor Society, RHS, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Stephen Ferris, 
Mock Trial Coach, RHS, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Stephen Ferris, 
Student Council Advisor, RHS, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Brian Sullivan, 
Bus/Cafeteria Duty, RHS, 2008-2009 School Year. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
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Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Carla Jewell, Grade 
K-2 Teacher, Extended School Year, Sullivan effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of William Kimes, 
Grade 9-12 Teacher, Extended School Year, RHS effective 06/30/08.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Janice Masciarelli, 
Pre-School-K Teacher, Extended School Year, Sullivan effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Donna Radkovich, 
Grades 6-8, Extended School Year, TMS effective 06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Mary Beth Vierra, 
Life Skills, 6-8, Extended School Year, TMS effective 06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Kathy Olsen, 
Physical Therapist, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Erin Sullivan, 
Occupational Therapist, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Kerri Smith, 
Occupational Therapist, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Christina Brugman, 
Speech/Language Pathologist, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Nicole Cardoza, 
Elementary General Educator, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Patricia Chalmers, 
English Language Learners, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
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Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Judy Cooper, 
Speech/Language Evaluation Member, Extended School Year, effective 
06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Cheryl DeMenezes, 
Speech/Language Pathologist, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Joanne Ritchie, 
Elementary Special Education Diagnostician, Extended School Year, 
effective 06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Joanne Ritchie, 
Secondary Special Education Diagnostician, Extended School Year, effective 
06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Mary Sheehan, 
School Social Worker, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Mary Souza, Para 
Educator, Grades Pre-K – K, Sullivan, Extended School Year, effective 
06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Alice Berry, Para 
Educator, Grades 1 – 5, Sullivan, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. 
Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Soraya Griffiths, 
Para Educator, Grades 1 – 5, Sullivan, Extended School Year, effective 
06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Maureen Laurie, 
Para Educator, Grades 1 – 5, Sullivan, Extended School Year, effective 
06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Kristen Seyster, 
Para Educator, Grades 1 – 5, Sullivan, Extended School Year, effective 
06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Carmen Scott, Para 
Educator, Grades 1 – 5, Sullivan, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. 
Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 



Newport School Committee           Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Page 7 of 14 

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Kathleen 
Szpotanski, Para Educator, Grades 6 – 8, TMS, Extended School Year, 
effective 06/30/08. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the appointment of Kerri Russo, Para 
Educator, Grades 9 – 12, RHS, Extended School Year, effective 06/30/08. Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
RECALLS. 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the recall (rescission of 
suspension/layoff) of Sarah Bagley, Physical Education/Health Teacher, K-
12, effective immediately. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the recall (rescission of non-renewal of 
contract) of Rachel Andrews, English Teacher, RHS, effective immediately. 
Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the recall (rescission of non-renewal of 
contract) of Raleigh Brennan, English Teacher, RHS, effective immediately. 
Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the recall (rescission of 
suspension/layoff) of Suzanne Blais, Computer/Technology Teacher, NACTC, 
effective immediately. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the recall (rescission of 
suspension/layoff) of Theodore Hackman, Mathematics Teacher, RHS, 
effective immediately. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the recall (rescission of 
suspension/layoff) of Florence Hazen, Guidance Counselor, RHS, effective 
immediately. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion.  Discussion was held 
concerning the requirement for  a counselor at the Newport Area Career & 
Technical Center.  Mr. DeAscentis moved to table the motion to recall the RHS 
Guidance Counselor. The motion to table was seconded by Mrs. Gaines. The 
question to table was called and the motion was carried unanimously.   

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the recall (rescission of 
suspension/layoff) of Michael Kuriscak, .6 Social Studies Teacher, ALP, 
effective immediately. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 
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Dr. Ambrogi introduced Coleen Hermes, newly appointed Social Studies 
Department Head at Rogers High School. 

 
5.6. Requests for Home Instruction.   

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the following Requests for Home 
Instruction for Lindsay J. Whitehead (10th Grade).  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
6.0 DISCUSSION 
 
  6.1 High School Daily Starting Times. 

Several members of the committee asked for copies of the study reports 
references in the report issued by Dr. Galvin.  Dr. Ambrogi indicated that he 
would distribute complete copies of both studies references by Dr. Galvin to 
the members of the committee.  Dr. Shoemaker indicated that he would not 
hold discussion on this item until the committee has had time to review the 
studies references in the report and until Dr. Galvin can present his findings. 

 
 6.2 Underwood SALT Report Results.  

Dr. Ambrogi indicated that the Underwood SALT visit resulted in a very 
favorable SALT report.  Dr. Ambrogi indicated that the SALT visits had 
become a casualty of the current state financial crisis and will no longer be 
supported with funding by the State Department of Education. 

 
6.3 Subcommittee Reports: 

 
6.3.1 Newport School Committee/Newport City Council Liaison.   

Dr. Shoemaker indicated that a Liaison Subcommittee has not met. 
 

6.3.2 Policy.   
Subcommittee Chairperson Mrs. Gaines reported that the “Pass/Fail” 
policy will be presented for second reading tonight from the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Academic Eligibility.  Also presented tonight will be a 
change to the Kindergarten Early Admission procedures for first 
reading. 
 

6.3.3 Wellness.   
Mrs. Gaines reported that there was no wellness meeting. 

 
6.3.4 Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC).   

Dr. Shoemaker reported from the most recent RIASC Committee 
Chairs meeting.  
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6.3.5 Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force.  Mr. Carlin reported that 
the Task Force is continuing work on combating underage drinking in 
Newport.   

 
6.4 Meeting with RIDE Representatives (June 23rd). 

Dr. Shoemaker reported that he has been in touch with Mr. Robert Camara, 
a member of the Board of Regents.  Mr. Camara chairs the Finance 
Committee, which oversees the New School Construction program.  Mr. 
Camara will respond to written questions.  Please forward any questions to 
Dr. Shoemaker who will forward them to Mr. Camara. 

 
6.5 200th Anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s Birth. 

Mr. Carlin and Dr. Ambrogi have discussed a coordinated K-12 curriculum 
activity in commemoration of the 200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s 
birth.  The Rhode Island Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission will be 
sponsoring an Institute for Rhode Island Teachers to enable teachers, at 
any grade level, to being to their classrooms a new knowledge of Lincoln 
during and after the celebration of the bicentennial.  
 

7.0 ACTION. 
 

7.1 Newport Public Schools’ Policy Amendments. 
7.1.1 Academic Eligibility for Participation in Extracurricular 

Activities – Second Reading 
Mr. Carlin moved to accept for Second Reading, the Academic 
Eligibility for Participation in Extracurricular Activities policy 
change as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Gaines.  
Discussion was held. Mr. Carlin will rework the paragraph 
numbered 2, to include language about the student’s eligibility on 
all reports to the student.  Paragraph number 4 under the Special 
Education Students section will be re-worked to correct 
punctuation. A companion administrative policy which would 
contain procedures for reporting eligibility status to students and 
regular reporting to the school committee will be presented to the 
committee with the third reading. After discussion the motion was 
approved (4-2) with Mr. Leary and Mr. Phelan opposing the 
motion. 

 
 7.1.2 Procedures for Early Kindergarten Enrollment 

Mr. DeAscentis moved to accept for First Reading, the revised 
Procedures for Early Kindergarten Enrollment as presented. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Carlin and was carried unanimously 
(6-0). 

 
8.0 Reports from Superintendent and Staff:  Expenditure and Revenue Reports, 

Enrollment Reports, Damage Reports, and Superintendent’s Update. 
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8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Ambrogi reviewed with the Committee the Expenditure and Revenue 
Reports as of May 31, 2008. Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to 
accept the Expenditure and Revenue Reports, as presented. 
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(6-0). 

 
8.2 Enrollment Reports. Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

reviewed with the Committee the May 31, 2008 Enrollment Report. 
Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Enrollment Report, 
as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
8.3 Damage Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed 

with the Committee the School Vandalism/Malicious injury to 
Property Report for the May 19, 2008 incident at the Cranston-
Calvert School. Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the 
School Vandalism/Malicious Injury to Property Report, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
8.4 Truancy Report.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed 

with the Committee the May 2008 monthly truancy report. Mr. 
DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Monthly Truancy report 
as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
8.5 Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center Report.  Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the Committee the May 2008 
monthly report from the Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center. Mr. 
DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Aquidneck Island 
Learning Center monthly report as presented.  Mrs. Gaines 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 

 
8.6 Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

briefed the Committee on his activities during the past month to date: 
Healthy Newport Task Force, Club 99 Restaurant - received donation 
check  $3,681.00,  Fifth Grade Art Show at the Marble House, 
Reading Week at Underwood School, Commissioner’s Forum at 
Rhode Island College, Employee Retirement Dinner at Brick Alley 
Pub, Newport Public Education Foundation Showcase at Rogers 
High School, Newport Area Career and Technical Center Awards, Jr. 
R.O.T.C Awards Program, TAN’s Retirement Dinner, Newport Area 
Career and Technical Center Governing Council, Rogers High 
School Honors Awards, Award Ceremony at the King House, 
Aquidneck Island Collaborative Advisory Group. Mr. DeAscentis 
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made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s Update, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed suggested meeting dates and agenda 
topics for the months of June and July, as follows:  
 

• Friday, June 13, 2008 (6:00 p.m.): 
High School Graduation  
William S. Rogers High School 
 

• Monday, June 16, 2008 (7:00 p.m.): 
Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center Graduation 
William S. Rogers High School Auditorium 
 

• Friday, June 20, 2008 (10:00 a.m.): 
Frank E. Thompson Middle School Graduation  
Thompson Middle School Cafeteria  
 

• Monday, June 23, 2008 (7:00 p.m.): 
Meeting with RIDE Representatives 
Thompson Middle School Cafeteria  
 

• Thursday, June 26, 2008 (4:00 p.m.): 
Newport School Committee Meeting 
Newport Public School Administration Center 
 

• Early July 2008 (7:00 p.m.) (Date to be determined): 
Newport School Committee Workshop:  Food Service Contract 
Thompson Middle School Cafeteria 
 

Special Meetings may be scheduled, as required.   
 
10.0 Executive Session.   

At 9:25 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in 
advance in writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held in 
an open session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Mr. Phelan 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 
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OPEN SESSION 
 
At 10:30 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session. 
 
Adjournment.  At 10:35 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0). 

 
 
 

__________________________            _______________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.   John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 
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5.2-5.5 
 
 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
NEWPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MMEEMMOORRAANNDDUUMM  
 

TO:  Building Principals, Central Office Administration, and Union Presidents 
 
FROM: John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
 
RE:  Personnel Actions –June 10, 2008 
 
DATE:  June 11, 2008 
 
The following personnel actions were taken at the June 10, 2008 Newport School Committee 
Meeting: 
   
5.2 RESIGNATIONS 
 Name     Position     Effective Date 
 Jennifer Proulx                          English Teacher, RHS 6/30/08 
 Rosemarie Souza                       Science Teacher, TMS 6/30/08 
 
5.3 DISABILITY RETIREMENT 
 Name                                                       Position Effective Date 
 Linda Smith                                 Kindergarten, Sull, LOA 07-08 3/7/08 
 
5.5 APPOINTMENTS 
 Name     Position    Effective Date 
 Coleen Hermes   Social Studies Department Head, RHS  9/3/2008 
 Melissa Henry   ALP, Reading Specialist           08-09 School Year 
 William Kimes   ALP, Special Education Teacher          08-09 School Year 
 Joanne Ritchie   Transition Coordinator, RHS           08-09 School Year 
 
 Colleen Crotteau  Bus/Playground Duty, Sull           08-09 School Year 
 Lori Russell   Bus/Playground Duty, Und           08-09 School Year 
 Mary Sullivan   Bus/Playground Duty, Cogg           08-09 School Year 
 
 Lisa Kirby   Theater Advisor, TMS            08-09 School Year 
 Sharon McDonnell  Yearbook Advisor, TMS           08-09 School Year 
 Stephanie Sullivan  Mock Trial Coach, TMS           08-09 School Year 
  
 Peter Corr   Drama Advisor, RHS            08-09 School Year 
 Cynthia Cykert   National Honor Society, RHS           08-09 School Year 
 Stephen Ferris   Mock Trial Coach, RHS            08-09 School Year 
 Stephen Ferris   Student Council Advisor, RHS                       08-09 School Year 
 Brian Sullivan   Bus/Cafeteria, RHS            08-09 School Year 
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Extended School Year Teachers 
 

 Carla Jewell   Grade K-2, Sull     6/30/08 
 William Kimes   Grade 9-12, RHS    6/30/08 
 Janice Masciarelli  Pre School-K, Sull    6/30/08 
 Donna Radkovich  Grade 6-8, TMs     6/30/08 
 Mary Beth Vierra  Life Skills, 6-8, TMS    6/30/08 
  
 Kathy Olsen   Physical Therapist    6/30/08 
 Erin Sullivan   Occupational Therapist    6/30/08 
 Kerri Smith   Occupational Therapist    6/30/08 
  
 Christine Brugman  Speech/Language Pathologist   6/30/08 
 Nichole Cardoza  Elementary General Educator   6/30/08 
 Patricia Chalmers  English Language Learners   6/30/08 
 Judy Cooper   Speech/Language Evaluation Member  6/30/08 
 Cheryl DeMenezes  Speech/Language Pathologist   6/30/08 
 Joanne Ritchie   Elementary Special Ed Diagnostician  6/30/08 
 Joanne Ritchie   Secondary Special Ed Diagnostician  6/30/08 
 Mary Sheehan   School Social Worker    6/30/08 
 

Extended School Year Para Educators 
 

 Mary Souza   Pre K-K, Sull     6/30/08 
 Alice Berry   Grades 1-5, Sull     6/30/08 
 Soraya Griffiths   Grades 1-5, Sull     6/30/08 
 Maureen Laurie   Grades 1-5, Sull     6/30/08 
 Kristen Seyster   Grades 1-5, Sull     6/30/08 
 Carmen Scott   Grades 1-5, Sull     6/30/08 
 
 Kathleen Szpotanski  Grades 6-8, TMS    6/30/08 
 
 Kerri Russo   Grades 9-12, RHS    6/30/08 
 
 
 RECALLS Non-Tenured (rescission of non-renewal of contract) 
 Rachel Andrews  English Teacher, TMS    Immediately 
 Raleigh Brennan  English Teacher, RHS    Immediately 
  
 
 RECALLS Tenured (rescission of suspension/layoff) 
 Sarah Bagley  Physical Education/Health Teacher, K-12  Immediately 
 Suzanne Blais  Computer/Technology Teacher, NACTC  Immediately 
 Theodore Hackman  Mathematics Teacher, RHS   Immediately 
 Michal Kuriscak  Social Studies Teacher, .6 ALP   Immediately 
 


