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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 

Thursday, April 24, 2008, 7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER.  Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, MD called the Special Meeting  
of the Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Frank E. Thompson Middle 
School Beatrice Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria. 
 
ROLL CALL.   Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson 
Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin (arrived at 
7:08 p.m.), Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. Thomas P. Galvin, and Thomas 
S. Phelan; School Department:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. John H. Ambrogi, 
Executive Director of Teaching, Learning & Professional Development Jacqueline Naspo, 
Ed.D., and Director of Property Services Paul C. Fagan. 
 
1.0 WORKSHOP – 

Rhode Island Department of Education Officials – New School Construction 
Regulations/Newport’s Application for Funding. 
 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi introduced Rhode Island Department of 
Education Officials Carolyn Dias, Director of Finance and Administration Services, 
and Celeste Bilotti, Senior Finance Officer, Office of Finance and Administrative 
Services, and Joseph P. DaSilva, AIA, School Construction Coordinator, Office of 
Finance and Administration Services.  Newport’s Architect Laura Wernick was 
present. Ms. Dias defined the New School Construction Regulations/Newport’s 
Application for Funding. After much discussion, RIDE officials confirmed that they 
would only recommend approval of 30% state reimbursement for a K-1 elementary 
school solution and not the K-2 school supported by the school committee.  

 
Discussion followed.  Chairperson Shoemaker polled the Committee should they 
want a Special School Committee Meeting, of which they did not. 

 
2.0  Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held. 

 
Adjournment.  At 9:10 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. 
Phelan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
 
________________________            _______________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.   John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 
 


