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      5.1 
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting 
Friday, June 15, 2007, 4:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES  

 
Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 4:33 p.m. at the Rogers High School Cafeteria. 
  
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. Charles 
P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr. 
(arrived at 4:41 p.m.), Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. Thomas P. Galvin (absent), and Thomas S. Phelan; 
School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Student 
Services Amy Donnelly Roche (absent), Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and 
Professional Development Jacqueline Naspo, Ed.D. (absent), Business Manager Michael 
Saunders (absent), Director of Property Services Paul Fagan (absent), Coordinator of Human 
Resources and Information Services Fran Eames (absent), School Building Principals 
(absent), Administrators (absent), and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin (absent).   

 
 

1.0 Personnel Actions.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the 
Committee the Personnel Actions for recommendation.  Discussion followed. 
 
At approximately 4:41 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis arrived to the meeting.   
 
Resignations. 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Resignation of:  Mario Andrade, Assistant 
Principal, Rogers High School, effective June 30, 2007.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Leary stated that a cap on the number of years 
should be considered for the vacation severance package provided to Administrators 
upon termination.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0).   
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Resignation of:  Lisa Hughes, Reading 
Teacher, Thompson Middle School, effective June 30, 2007.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 
                         .  
Appointments. 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Michael Galvin, Head Girls’ 
Soccer Coach, Rogers High School, effective August 20, 2007.  Mr. Carlin seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   
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Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Jennifer Murgo, Special 
Education Behavior Support Program Teacher, effective September 4, 2007.  Mr. Carlin 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0).   
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Anthony Tomah, Director 
of Technology, effective July 1, 2007.  Mr. Carlin seconded the motion.  Discussion 
followed.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0).   
  
Recalls—Non-Tenured (Rescission of Non-Renewal of Contract). 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi indicated to the Committee that after their 
approval this evening of the following recommended Recalls that approximately seven 
elementary positions would remain for recall, because more time is needed to finalize 
elementary and kindergarten enrollments.   
 
At the request of Mr. Leary, Dr. Ambrogi explained that state regulations require the 
Position of a Guidance Counselor for all Career and Technical Centers. 
 
Discussion followed relative to the Job Fair Process. 
 
Name     Position     Effective Date 
Laura Caster TBD at Job Fair Immediately 
Jennifer Cyr  TBD at Job Fair  Immediately 
Sarah Geremia Music Teacher, Districtwide Immediately 
Theodore Hackman TBD at Job Fair Immediately 
Kimberly Hassan TBD at Job Fair Immediately 
Carla Jewell Special Ed BSP, Sullivan Immediately 
Donna Kelly TBD at Job Fair Immediately 
Lisa Kirby English Teacher, TMS Grade 7 Immediately 
Beth Lutynski Art Teacher, Districtwide Immediately 
Stacey Lyon Librarian, Coggshall/ Cranston-Calvert Immediately 
Sharon McDonnell Mathematics, TMS Grade 7 Immediately 
Pamela Storey Speech Teacher, Districtwide  Immediately 
Steven Taylor TBD at Job Fair  Immediately 
Lori Vicuna Delemos TBD at Job Fair  Immediately 
 
Mr. Leary made a motion to recall the above-named non-tenured individuals, as 
presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).  
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Recalls—Tenured (Rescission of Suspension/Layoff of Contract). 
 
Name     Position     Effective Date 
Scott Dickison  TBD at Job Fair Immediately 
Florence Hazen School Counselor, RHS  Immediately 
Rebecca Kimes Psychologist, Districtwide Immediately 
Michal Kuriscak TBD at Job Fair (.6 FTE) Immediately 
Amy Nicodemus TBD at Job Fair Immediately 
James Silva  TBD at Job Fair  Immediately 
 
Mr. Leary made a motion to recall the above-named tenured individuals (rescission of 
suspension/layoff of contract), as presented.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (6-0). 
     

2.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.    
 
 
Adjournment.    At 4:51 p.m., Mr. Leary made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Carlin 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).  

 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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