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5.1
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Special Meeting
Thursday, May 17, 2007, 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Call to Order. Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the
Newport School Committee to order at 4:03 p.m. at the George H. Triplett Elementary School,
Cafeteria, Lower Level.

Roll Call. Attendance was as follows: School Committee Members: Chairperson Dr. Charles
P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo
Eva Gaines, Dr. Thomas P. Galvin (arrived at 4:52 p.m.), and Thomas S. Phelan; School
Department: Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Student Services
Amy Donnelly Roche, Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and Professional
Development Jacqueline Naspo, Ed.D. (absent), Business Manager Michael Saunders,
Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, Coordinator of Human Resources and Information
Services Fran Eames (absent), School Building Principals (absent), Administrators (absent),
and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin (absent).

1.0 HMFH Architects—Feasibility Study Presentation.

Laura Wernick, representing HMFH Architects, presented to the Committee the Draft
Feasibility Study for Newport Elementary School Construction, inclusive of educational
specifications and floor plans. The Feasibility Study originally included options for one
or two elementary schools with two different configurations for a two-school option. She
did emphasize to the Committee that in reviewing the new standards, HMFH Architects
came to the conclusion that the state would never support the construction of three new
elementary schools. Additionally, she reviewed a prepared analysis of existing
conditions of Newport’s elementary schools.

Updating the Committee with new information, Ms. Wernick stated that the wetlands
analysis of the Underwood School site indicate that there is a problem with construction
on that site for a larger elementary school proposed on the matrix options, which means
that the one-school option at Underwood School cannot be considered, leaving only
one-site location for a one-elementary school construction program, resulting now in
consideration of a two-school option.

At approximately 4:52 p.m., School Committee Member Dr. Thomas P. Galvin arrived to
the meeting.

Ms. Wernick then reviewed with the Committee a prepared Construction Estimate of the
Options for Newport Elementary School Construction: New Schools—One Pre-K to 4
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2.0

School, Two Pre-K-4 Schools, and One Pre-K-2 School and One 3-4 School; and New
Construction and Renovations—Renovate/Add to Coggeshall for 3-4 School and New
Pre-K-2 School. Noted by Ms. Wernick, costs are for construction only and do not
include student relocation or other project related costs or fees.

Discussion followed by Committee Members. Public input was received from: Jim
Asbel, Patrick Kelley, Sandra Flowers, Peter Fagan, and Justin McLaughlin.

The presentation concluded at approximately 5:20 p.m.
Sheffield School—Formal Turnover to the City of Newport.

At the School Committee Meeting of April 10, 2007, “Dr. Galvin requested that the
Agenda Item: Release of Sheffield School be placed on the Committee’s May 8, 2007,
Agenda.” (Please see attached.) As a result, this Item was placed as a Discussion
Item on the Committee’s May 8, 2007, Meeting Agenda. At this Meeting, there was
some discussion, and a vote to move it from a Discussion Item to an Action Item failed.
Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker had requested that this Iltem be put on today’s Agenda as
an Action Item, so that it might be considered.

Original Motion
Dr. Galvin made a motion to release Sheffield School to the City. Mrs. Gaines
seconded the motion. Discussion followed, as indicated below:

Amendment to Original Motion

Mr. Leary made an amendment to the original motion that in turning the Sheffield
School property over to the City of Newport, and in the name of the school children and
taxpayers of Newport, we make the following earnest request of the City Council,
namely, that 100 percent of the proceeds from the eventual sale of the Sheffield
property be dedicated to public school purposes, and in particular to one or both of
these two purposes: (1) to pay down the debt that will result from a bond issue needed
to build new elementary schools, or (2) to reduce the School Department’s unfunded
health care liability. Mr. Carlin seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Mr.
DeAscentis stated that he would not support this motion. The motion carried (6-1).
Those Members voting in favor of the motion were: Chairperson Dr. Charles P.
Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin, Jo Eva Gaines, Dr.
Thomas P. Galvin, and Thomas S. Phelan. The Member voting against the motion
was: Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr.

Vote on Original Motion

Discussion followed. Mr. DeAscentis and Mr. Phelan both stated that they would not
support the original motion. The motion carried (5-2). Those Members voting in favor
of the motion were: Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert
J. Leary, David R. Carlin, Jo Eva Gaines, and Dr. Thomas P. Galvin. Those Members
voting against the motion were: Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr. and Thomas S. Phelan.
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3.0 Executive Session. No Executive Session was held.

Adjournment. At 5:33 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Carlin
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).

Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D. John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D.
Chairperson Clerk
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