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5.1 

SEAL MINUTES 
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting 
Monday, January 22, 2007 

 
MINUTES  

 
Call to Order.  School Committee Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the 
Special Meeting of the Newport School Committee to order at 4:00 p.m. at the Newport 
Public Schools Administration Center, Conference Room No. 2, 437 Broadway, 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
 
Roll Call.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. 
Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin, Hugo J. 
DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. Thomas P. Galvin, and Thomas S. Phelan; School 
Department:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. John H. Ambrogi, Director of Special 
Education Amy Donnelly Roche (absent), Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and 
Professional Development Jacqueline Naspo, Ed.D., Business Manager Michael 
Saunders, Director of Property Services Paul Fagan (absent), Coordinator of Human 
Resources and Information Services Fran Eames, Patricia DiCenso, Rogers High 
School Principal, Mario Andrade, Rogers High School Assistant Principal, and School 
Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin. 
 
1.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1.1 Request for Home Instruction.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve 
the Home Instruction Request, as presented.  Mr. Carlin seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
 
2.0 DISCUSSION/ACTION. 

 
2.1 Alternative Learning Program.  Dr. Ambrogi recommended that the 

Committee authorize the submission of the proposed Alternative Learning 
Program to the Rhode Island Department of Education for approval.  Dr. 
Ambrogi pointed out that, because of the non-traditional scheduling of the 
proposed program, the Committee must approve a proposal to be 
submitted for consideration to the Rhode Island Department of Education. 
Dr. Ambrogi indicated that a committed team of administrators, including 
Patti DiCenso, Mario Andrade, Eric Thomas, Brent Kerman, and Jackie 
Naspo assisted in the preparation of the proposal.  This program is 
modeled after the Rhode Island Department of Education’s approved 
Woonsocket Public Schools’ model.  It offers rigorous courses based on 
special needs and regular education students.  
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 The proposed program, located on the Rogers High School campus at the 
Newport Area Career and Technical Center, after school, will utilize 
current staff working a modified schedule.  The proposed program is 
targeted to students in grades 7-10 in an after-school setting; it will enable 
us to expand our program to thirty students; and it will address difficult 
problems with our 7th & 8th grade students. Several items were discussed.  

 
 Mr. Carlin moved to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation for an 

on-campus Alternative Learning Program for the 2007-2008 school year, 
as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. DeAscentis.  Discussion 
and questions followed.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
 
3.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES. 
 
 The City Council suggested a meeting date of Wednesday, March 7, 2007, 

at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers, Newport City Hall, 43 Broadway, 
Newport, Rhode Island, to discuss the FY 2008 Budget. This meeting will 
fulfill the statutory requirements of Rhode Island General Laws (RI General 
Laws § 16-2-21) which require school committee and town officials to meet 
in a joint pre-budget consultation at least sixty (60) days, but not more than 
ninety (90) days, prior to the formal submission of the school budget to the 
city.  Two committee members indicated that they would not be available 
at that time for the meeting (David R. Carlin and Thomas S. Phelan). Dr. 
Shoemaker indicated that the suggested meeting date of March 7, 2007 
would be acceptable. 

 
• 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 7, 2007: 
 Joint Newport City Council & Newport School Committee Workshop 
 Topic: Pre-Budget 2007-2008 Workshop 
 Council Chambers, City Hall, 43 Broadway, Newport, Rhode Island 

 
 
4.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
 

At 4:40 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5—Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in 
advance in writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held 
in an open session;  and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Carlin, which carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
Mr. DeAscentis left the meeting at this time.   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
 
At 5:38 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session. 
 
Adjournment.  At 5:40 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. 
Phelan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
 
 
 

__________________________    _______________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.   John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 
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