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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Regular Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:03 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice 
Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.  Attendance was as follows:  School 
Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. 
Leary (arrived at 7:35 p.m.), David R. Carlin (absent), Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, 
Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr. (absent), and Thomas S. Phelan; School Department:  
Superintendent of Schools Dr. John H. Ambrogi, Director of Special Education Amy Donnelly 
Roche (absent), Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development 
Jacqueline Naspo, Ed.D. (absent), Business Manager Michael Saunders, Director of Property 
Services Paul Fagan, Coordinator of Human Resources and Information Services Fran 
Eames (absent), School Building Principals, Administrators, and School Committee Counsel 
Neil P. Galvin (absent). 

 
 

ROLL CALL.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

 
 

1.0 MOMENT OF SILENCE.   
 

• Robert B. Gaines, Sr.:  who passed away on Wednesday, August 16, 2006.  He 
was the brother of former Newport Mayor Paul L. Gaines and the brother-in-law 
of Newport School Committee Member Jo Eva Gaines.  

 
 

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT.     
 

At the request of Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker, Jennifer Quigley-Harris introduced the 
newly formed community organization: “Positively Newport Schools”.  She urged that 
the community participate in its upcoming Opening Picnic at Braga Park on Thursday, 
September 28, 2006, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., in support of our public school community.        
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3.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.  
  
3.1 Student Council: 

• Update:  Marina Zambrotta.  Ms. Zambrotta provided a brief update on 
the Fall activities planned for Rogers High School.      

 
 

4.0 RESOLUTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT.  There were no 
Resolutions or Certificates of Achievement presented.     

 
 

5.0 CONSENT AGENDA.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda, as 
presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).       
 
5.1 Approval of Minutes.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of 

the Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, August 8, 2006; Special Meeting 
Minutes of Tuesday, August 15, 2006, Noon; and Special Meeting Minutes of 
Monday, August 28, 2006, 7 a.m.; as follows.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).       

 
• Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, August 8, 2006.  No 

amendments were made. 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, August 15, 2006, Noon.  No 

amendments were made. 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Monday, August 28, 2006, 7 a.m.  No 

amendments were made. 
 
5.2 
to 
5.5 Personnel Actions.      
 

Resignations.           
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Resignations of:  Susan Hatch, Early 
Childhood Coordinator, effective August 28, 2006; and Sarah Reynolds, Special 
Education Para Educator, Sullivan School, effective September 15, 2006.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).   
 
Retirements.  N/A.   
 
Leaves of Absence.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Parental Leave 
of Absence of:  David Goodburn, Science Teacher, Rogers High School, 
effective December 10. 2006 to January 26, 2007.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).   
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Appointments.  
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Barbara Blakely, 
Elementary Mentor Coordinator, One-Year Only, effective Immediately.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).     
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Tina Brownell, 
Middle School Mentor Coordinator, One-Year Only, effective Immediately.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).     
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointment of:  Tia Scigulinsky, 
High School Mentor Coordinator, One-Year Only, effective Immediately.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).   
 
 

5.6 Requests for Home Instruction.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to 
the approval of the Requests for Home Instruction, as presented.  Mr. 
DeAscentis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).   

 
 
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., distributed the approved Personnel 
Actions (attached) dated September 12, 2006, as presented. 
  
 

6.0 DISCUSSION 
   
6.1 Teaching and Learning: 
 6.1.1 School Opening—School Enrollment:  Update.   
 

6.1.1.1 Opening Day.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated to 
the Committee that he visited schools on opening day, 
welcoming back staff and students.  He was pleased with a 
successful opening day for all schools.    

 
6.1.1.2 School Enrollment.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

reviewed with the Committee the School Enrollment statistics 
relative to the opening of schools as of September 5, 2006.  He 
pointed out that the most startling difference was found in the 
Kindergarten enrollment; and that, according to Whitehall 
Associates, our Kindergarten enrollment should have been 248.  
He further stated that this difference will have implications for 
our new school construction program should this be a continual 
trend.  After the October 1st counts are completed, he stated that 
he would be asking Dr. Richardson, from Whitehall Associates, 
to give the Committee a demographic update based upon this 
most recent information; and, at that time, we will be able to 
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cross reference any youngsters who have not yet attended our 
schools with enrollments in other districts in Rhode Island and 
other states. 

  
6.1.2 Student Absences.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that 

when students do not attend school, their achievement is adversely 
impacted.  He informed the Committee that the district would be 
redoubling its efforts to address issues of absenteeism and tardiness on a 
K-12 basis and report back to them during the year as to how these 
efforts were fairing in addressing this important issue.  He further stated 
that Executive Director Jim Reed from the City of Newport Housing 
Authority has been collaborating with the district on school enrollment, 
truancy, and residency concerns.  Dr. Ambrogi indicated that he would be 
meeting this year, on an ongoing basis, with the district’s Student 
Attendance Facilitator relative to increasing our efforts to address issues 
of absenteeism and tardiness.     

  
6.2 Facilities:  Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi and School 

Committee Members had their annual walk-through of the school facilities on 
Monday, August 28, 2006, accompanied by School Committee and City Council 
Members and individuals running for School Committee and City Council.  Dr. 
Ambrogi and Committee Members were pleased to report that the buildings were 
clean and well maintained.  Of note was the work that we being done at Rogers 
High School in the Science Labs and the Library.  Mrs. Gaines applauded the 
Maintenance and Custodial Staff on the extraordinary cleanliness of Cranston-
Calvert School.  Dr. Ambrogi, too, applauded Mr. Fagan and his staff for their 
hard work throughout the summer to get all of our schools ready for opening day. 

       
6.3 Subcommittee Reports: 

 
6.3.1 Facilities Planning Subcommittee.  Subcommittee Chairperson Hugo J. 

DeAscentis, Jr., briefed the Committee on the upcoming  
School Committee Workshops to be held for Interviews with each of the 
five Architectural Firms for Elementary School Facilities, scheduled for 
two evenings, Tuesday, September 19, 2006, and Thursday, September 
21, 2006, beginning at 7 p.m., at Thompson Middle School Cafeteria.      
 
 The five firms are:  Design Partnership of Cambridge (MA), HMFH 
Architects, Inc. (MA), JCJ Architecture (CT), Kaestle Boos (MA), and 
Mount Vernon Group (MA).  
 
Mr. DeAscentis reported out on the major improvements at Rogers High 
School in the Science Wing and the Library.  He commented on the 
sense of spirit brought forward by the Rogers High School Principal 
Patricia DiCenso and her staff.   
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6.3.2 Newport School Committee/Newport City Council Liaison.  
Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker stated that the School Committee was still 
working diligently to schedule an upcoming Liaison Subcommittee with the 
Council in the coming weeks.  

 
6.3.3 Policy.  Mrs. Gaines stated that the draft 2006-2007 Policy Manual was 

distributed to Committee Members at their homes last evening for final 
editing and would be available for final distribution by the end of the 
month.  

 
6.3.4 Wellness.  Mrs. Gaines stated that the Wellness Policy Subcommittee 

will resume its meetings beginning in October, 2006, with an emphasis on 
expanding the Wellness Subcommittee community-wide.  Mrs. Gaines 
also stated that she would be representing the District by attending the 
upcoming Rhode Island Healthy Schools Coalition’s Breakfast for School 
Leaders to be held on Thursday, September 21, 2006. 

 
6.3.5 Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC).   Mrs. 

Gaines indicated that a training session for both current and new school 
committee members was being planned for the Fall on roles and 
responsibilities.  Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker stated that Mrs. Gaines 
would be a participant on the statewide panel discussion entitled 
“Property Taxes: Issues, Perspectives, Reform” sponsored by Lieutenant 
Governor Charles J. Fogarty and scheduled for Wednesday, September 
27, 2006.   

 
6.3.6 Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force.   In the absence of Mr. 

Carlin, no report was provided.  
 
 
7.0 ACTION.   

 
7.1 School Lunch Program—Operating Fund Balance Transfer.  Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Ambrogi updated the Committee on the School Lunch Program—
Operating Fund Balance Request for Transfer.  He indicated that the School 
Lunch Program, for at least the previous two years, had developed an ongoing 
deficit by charging lunch monitors to the School Lunch Fund without a transfer 
from the School Operating Fund to cover these monitors.  As a result, Mrs. 
Gaines made a motion to transfer $360,489 from the Operating Fund to the 
School Lunch Fund, as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  The motion carried unanimously (4-0).    

 
 At approximately 7:35 p.m., Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary arrived at the 

meeting. 
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7.2 School Lunch Program—Lunchroom Aides:  2006-2007 Compensation.  
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the Committee that the 
Lunchroom Aides had not received a salary increase in the last seven years, 
recommending a $.30 per hour increase for them for the 2006-2007 School Year.  
He indicated that the total cost for this additional increase would be slightly less 
than $3,000 and that this increase would be offset by the fact that the district no 
longer needs Lunchroom Aides at Sheffield School.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion 
to increase the salary for the Lunchroom Aides $.30 per hour, effective the 2006-
2007 School Year, as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  The motion carried unanimously (5-0).     

 
 
8.0 Reports from Superintendent and Staff:  Expenditure and Revenue Reports, 

Enrollment Reports, Damage Reports, and Superintendent’s Update.   
 

8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 
reviewed with the Committee the Expenditure and Revenue Reports as of 
August 31, 2006.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the Expenditure and 
Revenue Reports, as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (5-0).   

   
8.2      Enrollment Reports.  Enrollment Reports were taken under Discussion Item 

No. 6.1.1.2 of the Agenda this evening.      
 
8.3 Damage Reports.   There were no Damage Reports presented.    
 
8.4 Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi briefed the 

Committee on activities to date:  Newport Area Career and Technical Center 
Renovations; Council 94—Local 841 Negotiations; RISSA General Membership 
Meeting; Sodexho Food Services Meeting with New Food Services Manager 
Rah’d LeTang; Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council (RIPEC) Meeting in 
Middletown (Funding Public Education); Professional Development Day—
Greetings and General Opening; and First Day of School for All Students—
Visitations to All Schools.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to accept the 
Superintendent’s Update, as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (5-0).      
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9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Dr. Ambrogi reviewed suggested meeting dates and agenda topics for the months of 

September and October, 2006, as follows:  
 

• Tuesday, September 19, 2006, 7 p.m. 
• Thursday, September 21, 2006, 7 p.m. 

Special Newport School Committee Meetings: 
Architectural Firms—Interviews 
Location:  Thompson Middle School Cafeteria 

• Friday, September 22, 2006, 4:30 p.m. (If Needed) 
Special Newport School Committee Meeting: 
Architectural Firm—Selection 
Location:   
 

• Monday, October 23, 2006, 5 p.m. (Tentative): 
Newport City Council/Newport School Committee Liaison Subcommittee Meeting 
Location:  To be Determined   
 

• Tuesday, October 10,  2006. 7 p.m.: 
Regular Newport School Committee Meeting, 7 p.m. 
Thompson Middle School Cafeteria 
 

• Wednesday, October 11, 2006, 9 a.m.: 
Wellness Subcommittee Meeting 
Administration Center—Conference Room No. 2  

    
  

10.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.  
 

 
Adjournment.  At 7:42 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Phelan 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).   

 
 
 
 

__________________________             _______________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.    John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 
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