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NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting 
Tuesday, August 15, 2006, 12Noon 

 
MINUTES  

 
Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 12:01 p.m. at the Newport Public Schools’ 
Administration Center First Floor Conference Room No. 2.  Attendance was as follows:  
School Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson 
Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin (arrived at 12:03 p.m.), Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva 
Gaines, Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan; School Department:  
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., Director of Special Education Amy 
Donnelly Roche (absent), Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and Professional 
Development (position vacant), Business Manager Michael Saunders (absent), Director of 
Property Services Paul Fagan (absent), Coordinator of Human Resources and Information 
Services Fran Eames (absent), School Building Principals (absent), Administrators (absent), 
and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin (absent).   

 
ROLL CALL. 

 
 

1.0 Personnel Actions. 
 

1.1 Resignations: 
 

Name    Position     Effective Date 
 Jessica Austin   Grade 2 Teacher, Underwood School  08/28/2006 
 Renee Moniz   Grade 5 Teacher, Coggeshall School  08/16/2006 
 

Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Resignations of the above-named 
individuals, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
1.2 Retirements:  N/A.       
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1.3 Leaves of Absence: 
  
 Name   Position   Type of Leave     Effective Date 
 Eileen Rearick  Special Education Extension of Maternity Leave 08/31/2006 to 
    Para Educator      02/2007 
    Carey School 
 
 Susan Hatch  Early Childhood  Leave without Pay  08/30/2006 to 
    Coordinator  Recommend Denial  06/18/2007 
 

 At approximately 12:03 p.m., Mr. Carlin arrived to the meeting. 
 
Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to approve the Request for Leave of Absence for 
an Extension of Maternity Leave of Eileen Rearick, Special Education Para 
Educator, Carey School, effective August 31, 2006, to February, 2007, as 
presented.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to deny the Request for Leave of Absence 
without Pay of Susan Hatch, Early Childhood Coordinator, effective August 30, 
2006, to June 18, 2007, as presented.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
 

1.4 Appointments/Transfers/Recalls. 
 

Appointments: 
 
Name    Position     Effective Date 
Jacqueline Naspo  Executive Director, Teaching, Learning,  09/01/2006 
     and Professional Development 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointment and 
Contract of:  Jacqueline Naspo, Executive Director, Teaching, Learning, and 
Professional Development, effective September 1, 2006, as presented.  Dr. 
Hilton seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Vice Chairperson Robert J. 
Leary voiced his opposition to the administrators’ severance package under 
termination section of contract. The motion carried (6-1).  The Member who voted 
against the motion was:  Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary.   
 
 Brent Kermen   Assistant Principal, Thompson Middle School 08/16/2006 
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointment and 
Contract of:  Brent Kermen, Assistant Principal, Thompson Middle School, 
effective August 16, 2006, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary voiced his opposition to 
the administrators’ severance package under termination section of contract.  
The motion carried (6-1).   The Member who voted against the motion was:  Vice 
Chairperson Robert J. Leary.   
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Mary Beth Pike    Interim Director     08/16/2006 
     Newport Area Career and Technical Center to 

           Not to exceed 
           90 days 

 
Sgt. Major Charles Ricker Assistant Army Instructor/JROTC Program 08/17/2006 
     Rogers High School   
 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointments of:  
Mary Beth Pike, Interim Director, Newport Area Career and Technical Center, 
effective August 16, 2006, not to exceed 90 days; and Sgt. Major Charles Ricker, 
Assistant Army Instructor/JROTC Program, Rogers High School, effective August 
17, 2006, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0). 
 
Recalls: 
 
Name    Position     Effective Date 

 Laura Caster    Early Childhood Preschool Teacher  08/30/2006 
      Sullivan School 
  Lori Delemos   Grade 1 Teacher    08/30/2006 
      Cranston-Calvert School 
  Steve Taylor   Grade 5 Teacher    08/30/2006 
      Coggeshall School 
  Donna Kelly   Kindergarten Teacher    08/30/2006 
      Sullivan School 
  Janine Bangert   Grade 3 Teacher    08/30/2006 
      Sullivan School 
 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Recalls of the above-named 

individuals, as presented.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (7-0).  

 
  

2.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.   
 
 

Adjournment.    At 12:09 p.m., Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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