
Newport School Committee             Special Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, June 29, 2006, 7:00 p.m. 

  
 

Page 1 of 3 

Approved 08/08/2006. 
      5.1 

 
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting 
Thursday, June 29, 2006, 7:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES  

 
Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:04 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice 
Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.  Attendance was as follows:  School 
Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. 
Leary, David R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr., and 
Thomas S. Phelan; School Department:  Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., 
Director of Special Education Linda Martin (absent), Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, 
and Professional Development (position vacant), Business Manager Michael Saunders, 
Director of Property Services Paul Fagan (absent), Coordinator of Human Resources and 
Information Services Fran Eames (absent), School Building Principals (absent), 
Administrators (absent), and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin (absent).   

 
ROLL CALL. 

 
 

1.0 Personnel Actions. 
 

1.1 Resignations: 
 

Name    Position     Effective Date 
 Pamela O’Day   Literacy Coordinator, K-12   6/30/06 
 Jamie B. Torres   Payroll Processor, Administration  6/19/2006 
 Lori Graham   Special Education Para Educator  6/26/06 
 
1.2 Retirements:  N/A.       
 
1.3 Leaves of Absence: 
  

Kevin Bolano  Teacher of Grade 5, Sullivan School  Parental Leave  
 of Absence:  

from— 
 8/30/2006 to 

11/3/2006 
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1.4 Appointments/Transfers/Recalls. 
 

Recalls: 
 
Name    Position     Effective Date 
Gretchen Pantig  Reading Teacher, Rogers High School  8/30/06 
Sally Mello   Special Education Teacher, Cranston-Calvert 8/30/06 
Carla Jewell   Special Education Teacher, Sullivan, BSP 8/30/06 
Gabrielle Hart   Elementary Teacher, Underwood Grade 3 8/30/06 
Kim Hassan   Elementary Teacher, Underwood Grade 4 8/30/06 (1 yr only) 
Peter Corr   .6 Social Studies, RHS    8/30/06 

 
 Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Resignations, Leave of Absence, and 

Recalls of the above-named individuals, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 Vice Chairperson Mr. Leary commented on the Resignation of the K-12 Literacy 

Coordinator, indicating that many teachers had a great deal of respect for Dr. 
O’Day and that her loss to the District will be felt by many.  He also commented 
that, perhaps with the Resignation of the Payroll Processor, some of the sharing 
of services with the City of Newport as recommended by the Berkshire Report 
could be explored.  He further recommended direct deposit for all employees be 
examined as a possible cost-saving measure. 

 
 Mrs. Gaines echoed Mr. Leary’s comments about Dr. O’Day, indicating that it was 

Dr. O’Day’s efforts that helped Newport’s elementary schools climb out of 
progressive support and intervention several years ago. 

 
 Mr. Carlin requested that the Superintendent investigate the percentage of school 

department employees receiving direct deposit. 
 
 Mr. Leary indicated that he believes that the Newport Fire Department and Police 

Department require all employees to receive their payroll checks via direct 
deposit. 
 

 
2.0 2006-2007 School Budget—Adoption.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

reviewed with the Committee the request to revise the proposed 2006-2007 School 
Budget as voted upon on May 2, 2006, and forwarded to the Council, in the amount of 
$37,973,408, to $37,523,536, a net Revenue decrease of $449,872.  Dr. Ambrogi 
indicated the following reasons for this request:  This change from the original Revenue 
was based upon a reduction in the city tax appropriation proposed by the School 
Committee of $1,264,150 that was offset by operation aid increase from the state of 
$214,278 and an application of our own Fund Balance of $600,000; since the original 
Budget was established, increases have been realized in three areas:  a return of a .6 
Spanish Teacher at Rogers High School for a total cost of $49,336 and a .6 Social 
Studies Teacher at Rogers High School for a total cost of $41,212; adding $10,493 to 
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the Fuel Budget for a total unanticipated increase in expenses of $101,041; and that, in 
addition to the decrease in Revenue, required the District to cover a spending gap of 
$550,913.  Dr. Hilton made a motion to adopt the proposed 2006-2007 School Budget of 
$37,523,536, as revised.   Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried (5-2).  
Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. 
Shoemaker, David R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, and Dr. O. 
William Hilton, Jr.  Those Members voting against the motion were:  Vice Chairperson 
Robert J. Leary and Thomas S. Phelan.   

 
  Vice Chairperson Mr. Leary commended Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi for 

making necessary cuts without allowing students to become political pawns and for his 
careful control of spending.  Mr. Leary did state, however, that he would not be 
supporting the Budget before the Committee due to the capital improvement 
recommendations being made. 
 
 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi announced the names of the teachers recalled this 
evening.  
 
 
3.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.   

 
 

Adjournment.    At 7:10 p.m., Mrs. Jo Eva Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. 
Carlin seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).  

 
 
 
 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 

 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


