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Approved 08/08/2006.
5.1

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Special Meeting
Thursday, June 15, 2006, 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Call to Order. Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the
Newport School Committee to order at 7:02 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice
Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria. Attendance was as follows: School
Committee Members: Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J.
Leary, David R. Carlin (absent), Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. O. William Hilton,
Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan; School Department: Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi,
Ed.D., Director of Special Education Linda Martin, Executive Director of Teaching, Learning,
and Professional Development (position vacant), Business Manager Michael Saunders
(absent), Director of Property Services Paul Fagan (absent), Coordinator of Human
Resources and Information Services Fran Eames (absent), School Building Principals
(absent), Administrators (absent), and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin (absent).

ROLL CALL.

1.0 Personnel Actions.

1.5 APPOINTMENTS/TRANSFERS/RECALLS:

Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary requested that the first two appointments be
voted upon separately and that he would provide comments relative to Transfers
and Recalls. Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Appointments,
Transfers, and Recalls, as presented, with the exception of the first two
appointments to be voted upon separately in terms of (1) hiring; and (2) approval
of contracts. Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).

(1) Hiring. Mrs. Gaines made a motion to hire Eric Thomas to the Position of
Principal at Thompson Middle School, effective July 1, 2006, and Amy Donnelly
Roche to the Position of Director of Special Education, effective July 1, 2006. Dr.
Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).

(2) Contracts. Mrs. Gaines made a motion to approve the Contract of Eric
Thomas and Amy Donnelly Roche. Dr. Hilton seconded the motion. Discussion
followed. Vice Chairperson voiced his opposition to the administrators’
severance package under termination. The motion carried (5-1). The Member
who voted against the motion was: Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary.
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Discussion followed. Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary clarified his request that
he wanted to have the Transfers and Recalls voted on separately, as well. Mrs.
Gaines amended her original motion to include voting separately on both the
Transfers and Recalls. Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried
unanimously (6-0).

TRANSFERS:

Appointee Position Starting Date
Catherine Jennings Secretary to Director of Special Education 7/1/06
Cindy Hightower Secretary to Coordinator of Human Services 7/1/06
Theresa Fogerty Secretary to Principal, Rogers High School 7/1/06
Deborah Grover Clerk Typist, Dean’s Office, Rogers High School 7/1/06
Teresa Robinson Clerk Typist, Underwood School 8/17/06
Thomas Murphy Custodian, 1* Shift, Rogers High School 7/1/06
Joshua Hayes Custodian, 2™ Shift, Rogers High School 7/1/06
Peter Bolhouse Plant Engineer, Rogers High School 6/14/06
Susan Dias Custodian, 2" Shift, Cranston-Calvert School 6/19/06

Discussion followed. Mr. Leary stated that these positions should be included in
the upcoming Council 94—Local 841 Bumping/Job Fair to be held on
Wednesday, June 21, 2006, and, therefore, would not support the approval of the
Transfers before the Committee this evening. Mrs. Gaines made a motion to
approve the Transfers of the above-named individuals, as presented. Dr. Hilton
seconded the motion. Discussion continued. The motion did not carry (3-3).
Those Members voting in favor of the motion were: Chairperson Dr. Charles P.
Shoemaker, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., and Jo Eva Gaines. Those Members
voting against the motion were: Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, Dr. O. William
Hilton, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan.

RECALLS:
Name Position
Seidy Chrupcala .6 Spanish Teacher at Rogers High School
Michal Kuriscak Teacher of Social Studies, NAS
Sharon McDonnell Teacher of Gr. 8 Mathematics, Thompson Middle School
Victor Moniz Elementary School Nurse Teacher
Steve Schreiner Teacher of Art, Rogers High School
Michael Whaley Teacher of Science, Rogers High School
Susan Winterbottom Teacher of Music

Dr. Hilton made a motion to recall the above-named individuals, as presented.
Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Mr. Leary stated that
these positions should be included in the upcoming Teachers’ Association of
Newport Job Fair to be held on Monday, June 19, 2006, and, therefore, would not
support the approval of the Recalls before the Committee this evening. The
motion passed (4-2). Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:
Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines,
and Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr. Those Members voting against the motion were:
Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary and Thomas S. Phelan.

Page 2 of 4



Newport School Committee Special Meeting Minutes
Thursday, June 15, 2006, 7:00 p.m.

Approved
Appointment of: Andre Monteiro Santos to the Position of Head Boys’ Soccer

Coach, for Rogers High School, effective Fall of 2006-2007.

Approved
Appointments of: Summer School Extended School Year 2006, Pending

Sufficient Enroliment:

Patricia Chalmers ESL Teacher TBD
Susan Hatch Evaluation Team Members, Elem. Special Education TBD
Judith Harrington (sub)
Jamie Butterworth Evaluation Team Members, General Educator TBD
JoAnne Ritchie Evaluation Team Members, Secondary Special TBD
Educator/Diagnostician
Joni Power Evaluation Team Members, Secondary General Educator TBD
Judy Cooper Evaluation Team Members, Speech/Language Pathologist TBD
Mary Sheehan Evaluation Team Members, Social Worker TBD
Michael Pendergast (sub)
Rebecca Kimes Evaluation Team Members, Psychologist TBD
Janice Masciarelli ESY, Pre-School, 3 year old, 4 year old and ASD 7/17/06
Katie Wright ESY, Pre-School, 3 year old, 4 year old and ASD 7/17/06
Joni Power ESY, Pre-School, 3 year old, 4 year old and ASD 7/17/06
Barbara Kane O’Neill ESY Gr. K-6 in Collaboration w/Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Carla Jewell ESY Gr. K-6 in Collaboration w/Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Jamie Butterworth ESY Gr. K-6 in Collaboration w/Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Brooke Grant ESY Gr. K-6 in Collaboration w/Summer Reading Academy, 7/17/06
Sullivan
Donna Radkovich ESY, Gr. 5-8 in Collaboration w/Summer Successes, TMS 7/17/06
Jamie Caster ESY, Gr. 5-8 in Collaboration w/Summer Successes, TMS 7/17/06
Theresa James ESY, Small Group Instruction & Community Supports 7/17/06
Mark Biancuzzo ESY, Small Group Instruction & Community Supports 7/17/06
Cheryl DeMenezes ESY, Speech/Language Services 7/17/06
Vacancy ESY, Speech/Language Services 7/17/06
Jan Watkinson ESY, School Nurse/Teacher 7/17/06
Approved

Appointments of: Para Educators to the Summer School extended School Year
2006 Special Education, Pending Sufficient Enroliment:

Mary Souza ESY Preschool Program, age 3 and 4 years and ASD 7/17/06
Claire Addison ESY Preschool Program, age 3 and 4 years and ASD 7/17/06
Alice Berry ESY Preschool Program, age 3 and 4 years and ASD 7/17/06
Kerri Russo ESY Preschool Program, age 3 and 4 years and ASD 7/17/06
Catherine Ratcliff ESY Preschool Program, age 3 and 4 years and ASD 7/17/06
Vacancy ESY Preschool Program, age 3 and 4 years and ASD 7/17/06
Maureen Laurie ESY Collaborative Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Annamarie Johnson ESY Collaborative Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Lori Graham ESY Collaborative Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Stephanie Biello ESY Collaborative Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Carmen Scott ESY Collaborative Summer Reading Academy 7/17/06
Beth Dias ESY Collaborative Summer Success Academy Program 7/17/06
Vacancy Community Placements 7/10/06
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2.0 2006-2007 School Budget—Adoption. Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi
requested that the Committee not take action on the adoption of the proposed 2006-
2007 School Budget this evening until we have a confirmed figure on our 2007 state aid
entitlement. Mrs. Gaines made a motion to table the adoption of the 2006-2007 School
Budget, pending a confirmed figure on our 2007 state aid entitlement. Mr. Phelan
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).

3.0 Executive Session. No Executive Session was held.

Adjournment. At 7:35 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mrs.
Gaines seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).

Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D. John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D.
Chairperson Clerk
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