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     5.1 

 
SEAL MINUTES 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Regular Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:01 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice 
Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.  Attendance was as follows:  School 
Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. 
Leary, David R. Carlin (absent), Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines (absent), Dr. O. 
William Hilton, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan; School Department:  Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. John H. Ambrogi, Director of Special Education Linda Martin, Executive Director of 
Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development (vacant), Business Manager Michael 
Saunders, Director of Property Services Paul Fagan (absent), Coordinator of Human 
Resources and Information Services Fran Eames (absent), School Building Principals, 
Administrators, and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin. 

 
 

ROLL CALL.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

 
 

1.0 MOMENT OF SILENCE.   
 
• Kevin Soares: who passed away on Thursday, May 4, 2006, at home in 

Newport.  He was the son of Colleen Soares, Lavatory Attendant, at Thompson 
Middle School.   

 
 

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT.   No Public Comment was received. 
 
 
3.0 STUDENT ACTIVITIES.  

  
3.1 Student Council: 

• Update:  Emma Reidy.  The Committee presented a farewell gift to 
Outgoing Student Council President Emma Reidy.   

 



Newport School Committee        Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

  
 

Page 2 of 8 

• Introduction of 2006-2007 Officers.  Rogers High School Student 
Council Advisor Steve Ferris and Outgoing President Ms. Reidy 
introduced the incoming offers for the upcoming 2006-2007 academic 
year, as follows:  President:  Marina Zambrotta, Vice President:  Kristina 
Monllos, Secretary:  Marielle Brownell, Treasurer:  Taylor Maguire, and 
Activities Coordinator:  Melissa Carrasquilo.   

 
 

4.0 RESOLUTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT.  There were no 
Resolutions and/or Certificates of Achievement presented.     

 
    

5.0 CONSENT AGENDA.   
 
5.1 Approval of Minutes.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the approval 

of the Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 2, 2006; Special Meeting 
Minutes of Tuesday, May 16, 2006, 5:30 p.m.; Special Meeting Minutes of 
Tuesday, May 16, 2006, 7 p.m.; and Special Joint Meeting Minutes of Thursday, 
June 8, 2006;  as follows.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (5-0).       

 
• Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 2, 2006.  No amendments 

were made. 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 16, 2006, 5:30 p.m.  No 

amendments were made. 
• Special Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 16, 2006, 7 p.m.  No 

amendments were made. 
• Special Joint Meeting Minutes of Thursday, June 8, 2006.  No 

amendments were made.  
 
5.2 
to 
5.5 Personnel Actions.      
 

Resignations.           
Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Resignations of:  Derek Jolie, 
Technical Assistant/Food Services, NACTC, effective June 9, 2006; Karen 
Lesinski, Clerk Typist, Underwood School, effective July 1, 2006; Elizabeth 
Raffa, English/Language Arts Liaison, Thompson Middle School, effective June 
23, 2006; Alicia Gray, Teacher of Art, Coggeshall, Sullivan, and Underwood 
Schools, effective August 31, 2006; Wayne R. Pembrook, Colonel, (Retired), 
Senior Army Instructor, JROTC Rogers High School, effective August 31, 2006; 
and Edward P. Kane, Master Sergeant, (Retired), Assistant Army Instructor, 
JROTC Rogers High School. Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (5-0).   
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Retirements.  N/A.   
 
Leaves of Absence.  At the request of Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the second Request for Leave 
of Absence.    Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to approve the Leaves of Absence 
of:  Emily Winsor, Chemistry and Science Teacher, Rogers High School, Leave 
without Pay, for the 2006-2007 School Year Only; and Audrey Boisvert, Teacher 
of Grade 2, Cranston-Calvert School, Leave without Pay, for the 2006-2007 
School Year Only.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 
(5-0).       
 
Appointments.  N/A. 
 
Transfers.  N/A.    
 
Recalls.  N/A.        
 

 
5.6  Bids— 

5.6.1:   Heating Fuel Oil—2006-2007.       Dr. Hilton made a motion to award 
the Heating Fuel Oil Bid for the 2006-2007 Fiscal Year to Dennis K. 
Burke, Inc., at the low bid fixed price of $2.3142 per gallon, as 
presented.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (5-0).   

  
5.6.2:   Rogers High School Science Wing—Floor Tile Asbestos 

Abatement.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to award the Rogers High 
School Science Wing—Floor Tile Asbestos Abatement Contract to the 
lowest bidder, A.A. Asbestos Abatement of Johnston, Rhode Island, for 
the fixed price of $18,560, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).      

 
5.6.3: Rogers High School Science Wing—Vinyl Floor Tile Installation.  

Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to award the Rogers High School 
Science Wing—Vinyl Floor Tile Installation Contract to the lowest 
bidder, Robert K. Brown Interiors of Swansea, Massachusetts, for the 
fixed price of $17,485, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously (5-0).   

 
5.6.4:   Rogers High School—Lease of Existing Windmill Tower.  At the 

request of Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary and Mr. DeAscentis, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the Bid with the 
Committee.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to award the Rogers High 
School—Lease of Existing Windmill Tower to the only bidder, New 
Cingular Wireless, for three years:  July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007, with 
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an annual rent of $24,012; July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008, with an 
annual rent of $24,732; and July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009, with an 
annual rent of $25,474; and renewable following income:  July 1, 2009 
to June 30, 2010, with an annual rent of $26,230; July 1, 2010 to June 
30, 2011, with an annual rent of $27,026; and July 1, 2011 to June 30, 
2012, with an annual rent of $27,837, as presented, and further, 
contingent upon School Committee Counsel review of the Contract.  Dr. 
Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).      

    
 
Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D., distributed the approved Personnel 
Actions (attached) dated June 13, 2006, as presented. 
  
 

6.0 DISCUSSION 
   
6.1 High Expectations for all Students:  Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. 

Ambrogi stated that the Committee held a Special Meeting on Tuesday evening, 
May 16, 2006, at 7 p.m., in the Thompson Middle School Cafeteria, regarding 
the discussion of High Expectations for our Elementary School Students.  He 
indicated that there was much discussion regarding the effectiveness of the 
Workshop model with no clear cut resolution to this ongoing debate of 
heterogeneous versus homogeneous versus mixed instructional programming.  
He further stated that the School Department would continue to try to find 
different ways to move the bar up for all of our students by providing appropriate, 
challenging instruction for students where we find them academically.     

 
6.2 Berkshire Advisors:  School Management Study—Action Plans:  Monthly 

Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that, during the school 
year, the District worked on many of the 38 issues listed in the Berkshire 
Advisors:  School Management Study, and he presented to the Committee the 
final report for the 2005-2006 School Year, recommending that beginning next 
September that only those few items remaining will be reported to the 
Committee on a quarterly basis.  Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker commended the 
Superintendent and staff for addressing the Berkshire School Management 
Study Action Plans throughout this school year.               

 
6.3 Subcommittee Reports: 

 
6.3.1 Facilities Planning Subcommittee.  Subcommittee Chairperson Hugo J. 

DeAscentis, Jr., stated that the Rogers High School Subgroup and the 
Facilities Planning Subcommittee were continuing their efforts relative to 
upcoming renovation projects for the High School and the elementary 
schools’ timeline for fewer and newer elementary schools.   
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6.3.2 Newport School Committee/Newport City Council Liaison.  
Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker reported out on the Newport School 
Committee/Newport City Council Liaison Subcommittee Meeting held on 
Tuesday, May 30, 2006, with the following agenda items discussed:  
Purchasing; Fewer, Newer Schools’ Progress; GSAB; Rogers High 
School:  Science Labs; Financial Services; and Potential Future Agenda 
Items:  Software Services:  Implementation/management of new software.  
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, July 17, 2006, 7 p.m., at the 
City Hall Conference Room.    

 
6.3.3 Policy.  In the absence of Mrs. Gaines, no update was provided.    

 
6.3.4 Wellness.  The third reading of the Wellness Policy is before the 

Committee this evening for adoption.   
 
6.3.5 Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC).   In the 

absence of Mrs. Gaines, no update was provided.   
 
6.3.6 Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force.   In the absence of Mr. 

Carlin, no update was provided. 
 
 
7.0 ACTION.   

7.1 Universal Free School Breakfast Program.   As Mr. Carlin requested that this 
Item be placed on this Agenda and, in his absence this evening, Vice 
Chairperson Robert J. Leary made a motion to open this item for discussion 
and action.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).  
Public input, in support of the Universal Free School Breakfast Program, was 
received from:  Senator J. Clement Cicilline, Chief Executive Officer and 
President of the Newport County Community Mental Health Center; Henry 
Shelton, Coordinator of the George Wiley Center; Judith Webb, Newport 
Resident; and Reverend Ernest B. Gibbons, Jr., of the American Fellowship 
Church.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi stated that administration 
would not be recommending support of the Universal Free School Breakfast 
Program and provided the Committee with the reasons.  Discussion then 
followed by Committee Members.  Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary made a 
motion to support the administration’s position in non-support of the Universal 
Free School Breakfast Program.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (5-0).      

 
7.2 Rogers High School:  Varsity Hockey Team.  Mr. Leary made a motion to 

continue the self-funded Rogers High School Varsity Team for the 2006-2007 
School Year, while continuing as a cooperative team with players from Tiverton 
High School, as presented.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion.  Discussion 
followed.  The Rogers High School Varsity Hockey Team Treasurer Loren 
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DeSantis provided the Committee with an update.  The motion carried 
unanimously (5-0).    

 
7.3 Extended School-Age Child Care Program—2006-2007.  Mr. Leary made a 

motion to approve the Newport County YMCA as the 2006-2007 School Year 
Service Provider for the Extended School-Age Child Care Program to be housed 
at all five (5) of our elementary schools, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).   

 
7.4 Newport School Committee Policy (New):  Third Reading—Part 5.  

Students:  Administrative Policies—5.1.15.6:  Student Nutrition & Physical 
Activity.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept for Third Reading the new 
Newport School Committee Policy:  Part 6.  Students:  Administrative Policies—
5.1.15.6:  Student Nutrition and Physical Activity, as presented.  Dr. Hilton 
seconded the motion, which carried (3-2).  Those Members voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., 
and Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr.  Those Members voting against the Motion were:  
Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary and Thomas S. Phelan.   

    
8.0 Reports from Superintendent and Staff:  Expenditure and Revenue Reports, 

Enrollment Reports, Damage Reports, Superintendent’s Update, and Aquidneck 
Island Adult Learning Center Report.   

 
8.1 Expenditure and Revenue Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi 

reviewed with the Committee the Expenditure and Revenue Reports as of May 
31, 2006.  Discussion followed.  Business Manager Michael Saunders answered 
questions from Committee Members.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept 
the Expenditure and Revenue Reports, with the transfers totaling $32,000 as 
presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).   

   
8.2      Enrollment Reports.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the 

Committee the Enrollment Reports as of May 31, 2006.  Discussion followed.   
Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Enrollment Reports, as presented.  
Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).    

 
8.3 Damage Reports.   Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi reviewed with the 

Committee the Vandalism Report that reflected an incident that occurred at the 
Sullivan School Family Center Trailer.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept 
the Vandalism Report, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (5-0).   

 
8.4 Superintendent’s Update.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ambrogi briefed the 

Committee on the following updates:  U.S. Women’s Open (Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Ambrogi will research legal parameters to restrict/allow public 
parking at Rogers High School and Underwood School), School Construction 
Meeting with RIDE, Thompson Middle School-School Improvement Team 
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Meeting, Arbor Day 2006 with Carey School and City of Newport Tree 
Commission at Morton Park, Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Middletown-
Reading for Cranston-Calvert School, Art Museum Forum, Newport Substance 
Abuse Prevention Task Force-Annual Awards Luncheon, Touro Park Project, 
Newport Public Education Foundation Celebration at Christies, Meeting with 
YMCA for Extended School-Age Child Care Program, Rhode Island State 
Council of the Arts’ Meeting, Tall Ships Sailing Association (Establish of 
Educational Program) Meeting, JROTC Annual Awards Ceremony, Newport 
School Committee Employee Retirement Dinner, Rogers High School Annual 
Honors Night, Rhode Island Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development Breakfast Presentation at Rhode Island College-Closing Student 
Performance Gap, Read to Grades One at Underwood School, and Sullivan 
School Students, Grades 3 to 5, go to College at the Community College of 
Rhode Island Newport Campus.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the 
Superintendent’s Update, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously (5-0).   

 
8.5 Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center Report.  Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Ambrogi reviewed the fourth of the Monthly Reports to the Committee 
regarding the activities of the Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center.  Mr. 
DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center 
Report, as presented.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (5-0).   

 
 

9.0 SUGGESTED MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Dr. Ambrogi reviewed suggested meeting dates and agenda topics for the months of 

June, July, and August, 2006, as follows:  
 

• June 15, 2006:   
Newport School Committee Special Meeting, 7 p.m., 
Thompson Middle School Cafeteria 
 

• June 16, 2006:   
Rogers High School Graduation, 6 p.m., at Rogers High School   
(Outside Exercises) 

 
• June 19, 2006: 

Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center Graduation, 7 p.m., at  
Rogers High School Auditorium 
 

• June 22, 2006: 
Thompson Middle School Graduation, 6 p.m., at  
Rogers High School Auditorium 
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• July 17, 2006:   
Newport School Committee/Newport City Council Liaison Subcommittee, 
7 p.m., at City Hall Conference Room 
 

• August 8, 2006: 
Regular Newport School Committee Meeting, 7 p.m., at 
Thompson Middle School Cafeteria 

 
    

   
10.0 Executive Session. 

 
At 8:48 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in advance in 
writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held in an open 
session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Dr. Hilton seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (5-0). 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

At 9:46 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session. 
 
 
Adjournment.  At 9:48 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. 
Hilton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).   

 
 
 
 

________________________             _____________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.    John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Chairperson      Clerk 
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