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5.1

SEAL MINUTES
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Special Meeting
Thursday, September 7, 2006, 5 p.m.

MINUTES

Call to Order. Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the
Newport School Committee to order at 5 p.m. at the Newport Public Schools’ Administration
Center First Floor Conference Room No. 2. Attendance was as follows: School Committee
Members: Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David
R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr. (absent), and
Thomas S. Phelan; School Department: Superintendent of Schools John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D.,
Director of Special Education Amy Donnelly Roche (absent), Executive Director of Teaching,
Learning, and Professional Development Jacqueline Naspo, Ed.D. (absent), Business
Manager Michael Saunders (absent), Director of Property Services Paul Fagan (absent),
Coordinator of Human Resources and Information Services Fran Eames (absent), School
Building Principals (absent), Administrators (absent), and School Committee Counsel Neil P.
Galvin.

ROLL CALL.

1.0 Personnel Actions.

1.1 Resignations:

Name Position Effective Date
Jodi Paquin Kindergarten Para Educator

Sullivan School 09/08/2006
Nancy Noonan Yearbook Advisor, Rogers High School 07/01/2006

Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to accept the Resignations of the above-named
individuals, as presented. Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried
unanimously (7-0).

1.2 Retirements: N/A.

1.3 Leaves of Absence: N/A.
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1.4

Appointments/Transfers/Recalls.

Appointments:

Name Position Effective Date
Rocco Danella Grade 3 Teacher
Sullivan School 08/30/2006

Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointment of:
Rocco Danella, Grade 3 Teacher, Sullivan School, effective August 30, 2006, as
presented. Mr. Carlin seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).

Elaine Cunningham Early Childhood Special Education Teacher
Sullivan School 08/30/2006

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointment of:
Elaine Cunningham, Early Childhood Special Education Teacher, Sullivan
School, effective August 30, 2006, as presented. Mr. Carlin seconded the
motion. Discussion followed. Referencing state law (16-16-1), Vice Chairperson
Mr. Leary reminded the Committee that he had applauded Superintendent Dr.
Ambrogi at the Committee’s December 13, 2005, Meeting, for negotiating
teaching salary based on crediting public school teaching experience versus
nonpublic school teaching experience. At this meeting, Mr. Leary also applauded
Superintendent Dr. Ambrogi for negotiating teaching salary on a case-by-case
basis even though in this case credit was given for nonpublic school teaching
experience because of highly qualified past teaching experience. The motion
carried unanimously (6-0).

Stephanie DeAscentis Kindergarten Teacher
Carey School 08/30/2006

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointment of:
Stephanie DeAscentis, Kindergarten Teacher, Carey School, effective August 30,
2006, as presented. Mr. Carlin seconded the motion, which carried (5-1-0). The
Member who voted to abstain was: Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr.

Carol Mureddu Cheerleading Coach

Rogers High School Immediate
Frank Brow Varsity Girls Basketball Coach

Rogers High School Immediate

Mrs. Gaines made a motion to consent to the approval of the Appointments of:
Carol Mureddu, Cheerleading Coach, Rogers High School, effective immediately;
and Frank Brow, Varsity Girls Basketball Coach, Rogers High School, effective
immediately, as presented. Mr. Carlin seconded the motion, which carried
unanimously (6-0).
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Transfer:
Name Position Effective Date
Joan Michaud Clerk Typist, Property Services 09/13/06

Central Administration

Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the approval of the Transfer of:
Joan Michaud, Clerk Typist, Property Services, Central Administration, effective
September 13, 2006, as presented. Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which
carried unanimously (6-0).

2.0 Executive Session.
At 5:04 p.m., Mr. Carlin made a motion to go into Executive Session under jurisdiction
of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 — Exceptions (a)(1) Personal Matters,
and the person or persons affected have been notified in advance in writing and
advised that they may require that the discussion be held in an open session; and (a)(2)
Collective Bargaining and Litigation. Mrs. Gaines seconded the motion, which carried
unanimously (6-0).

At approximately 5:05 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis left the meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
OPEN SESSION

At 5:45 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session.

Adjournment. At 5:46 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Phelan
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).

Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D. John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D.
Chairperson Clerk
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