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          5.1 
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

NEWPORT CITY COUNCIL 
Special Joint Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 17, 2005 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Newport School Committee Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the 
Special Joint Meeting of the Newport School Committee and Newport City Council to order at 
6:03 p.m. at Thompson Middle School Beatrice Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and 
Cafeteria.  Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. 
Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin (absent), Hugo J. 
DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines (absent), Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan;  
City Council Members:  Mayor John Trifero, Vice Chairperson Jeanne-Marie Napolitano, 
Mary Connolly, Stephen Coyne, Charles Duncan, Colleen McGrath (absent), and Stephen 
Waluk (arrived at 6:24 p.m.); School Department:  Acting Superintendent of Schools Robert 
B. Power, Ed.D., Director of Special Education Linda Martin, Director of Teaching, Learning, 
and Professional Development Judith M. Droitcour, Business Manager Bruce Alexander, 
Director of Property Services Paul Fagan, Coordinator of Human Resources and Information 
Services Fran Eames (absent), School Building Principals, Administrators, and School 
Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin.  City of Newport Administration:  City Manager James 
Smith, Finance Director Laura Sitrin, and Counsel Joseph Nicholson (absent).   

 
ROLL CALL. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 

 
1.0 2005-2006 School Budget.  At the request of Newport School Committee Chairperson 

Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Acting Superintendent of Schools Robert B. Power, Ed.D., 
presented the 2005-2006 School Budget to the Newport City Council.  (The Budget, 
Budget Guide, and PowerPoint Slides were available for public distribution.)  Dr. Power 
stated that at its Meeting of May 10, 2005, the Newport School Committee approved 
the Fiscal Year 2006 Recommended Operational Budget totaling $37,823,223, which 
represents an increase of 4.1 percent (4.1%) over the previous year.  While the budget 
increase is quite low, the reduction in state funding necessitates a request for 
$1,505,129 over the Fiscal Year 2005 funding from the City.  This is a 6.6 percent 
(6.6%) increase.  Dr. Power provided to the Committee and the Council a PowerPoint 
Presentation of the proposed Budget, highlighting the following:  Educational Progress 
to Date; School Budget Requests; Projected State Aid Comparisons; Projected Local 
Revenues; Total Revenues; Total Projected Expenditures; Difference between 
Projected Expenditures and Projected Revenues; Efforts to Date to Contain Costs for 
2005-2006; and City Appropriation Request.  At the conclusion of Dr. Power’s 
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presentation, Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker thanked the parents for being present at 
tonight’s Budget Presentation to the Council and opened the Workshop for discussion 
from both the Council and School Committee.  Topics reviewed were:  Berkshire 
Advisors’ Audit—Progress to Date; State Auditor General—Awaiting Response; Lenthal 
School—Return to City; Caruolo Process; and Pension and Health Care Costs.  City 
Manager James Smith stated that if the City passes a 5.5 percent tax increase, the City 
would be proposing a school budget 2005-2006 allotment of $1.2 million.  School 
Committee Facilities Subcommittee Chairperson Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., briefed the 
Council on the progress to date of their work.  Mayor Trifero, City Manager James 
Smith, and School Committee Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker summarized the budget 
priorities.  Both the Council and School Committee will meet again on the budget, which 
is scheduled to take place on Thursday evening, May 26, 2005, beginning at 6:30 p.m., 
at the City of Newport Council Chambers.            

 
 
 

2.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.     
 
 
 

Adjournment.  At 6:40 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. 
Phelan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (5-0).   

 
 
 

____________________________             __________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     Robert B. Power, Ed.D.  
Chairperson       Acting Clerk 
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