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          5.1 
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting 
Thursday, April 14, 2005 

 
MINUTES  

 
Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at Triplett School, Lower Level, Cafeteria.  
Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. 
Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David R. Carlin (absent), Hugo J. DeAscentis, 
Jr. (absent), Jo Eva Gaines (absent), Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan;  
School Department:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mary C. Canole,  Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools Robert B. Power, Ed.D., Director of Special Education Linda 
Martin (absent), Director of Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Judith M. 
Droitcour, Business Manager Bruce Alexander, Director of Property Services Paul Fagan 
(absent), Coordinator of Human Resources and Information Services Fran Eames (absent), 
School Building Principals, Administrators, and School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin 
(absent). 

 
ROLL CALL. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 

 
1.0 2005-2006 Budget Presentation.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mary C. Canole 

presented to the School Committee the 2005-2006 Budget Spending Plan of $38.98 
Million, which translates into $2.5Million more than what City Manager James Smith 
proposed for education on Tuesday evening.  Dr. Canole stated that the budget would 
increase $2.6Million from this year to cover rising costs, including $2.1Million for 
employee salaries and benefits, despite closing six classrooms and eliminating 12 
teaching positions.  She stated the amount requested of the City is 11.6 percent more 
than this year, while total spending is up 7.3 percent.  As state and federal aid are 
projected to go up only slightly, Dr. Canole indicated that the burden of rising costs 
would fall more heavily on taxpayers.  Dr. Canole noted that the teaching staff will be 
cut 11 percent and noncertified positions will be reduced 25 percent over a two-year 
period, and the budget for classroom supplies and materials has been frozen at just 3 
percent of all expenses.  She stated that the $2.6Million increase could be reduced if 
state-mandated pension contributions are reduced, possibly savings $400,000 to 
$600,000.  She also reminded the Committee of her recommendation to close an 
elementary school for savings of approximately $1Million, which the Committee rejected 
in March, 2005.  The first Workshop to be held on the proposed budget will take place 
on Tuesday evening, April 19, 2005, beginning at 7 p.m., at the Thompson Middle 
School Beatrice Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.         
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2.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.     

 
 
 

Adjournment.  At 8:10 p.m., Dr. Hilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Phelan 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).   

 
 
 

____________________________             __________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     Robert B. Power, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Acting Clerk 
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