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          5.1 
NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

 
MINUTES  

 
Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Thompson Middle School Beatrice 
Berman Bazarsky Performing Arts Center and Cafeteria.  Attendance was as follows:  School 
Committee Members:  Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary, David 
R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr., and Thomas S. 
Phelan;  School Department:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mary C. Canole,  Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools Robert B. Power, Ed.D., Director of Special Education Linda 
Martin (absent), Director of Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Judith M. 
Droitcour (absent), Business Manager Bruce Alexander, Director of Property Services Paul 
Fagan (absent), Coordinator of Human Resources and Information Services Fran Eames 
(absent), School Building Principals, Administrators, and School Committee Counsel Neil P. 
Galvin. 

 
ROLL CALL. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
Taken Out of Order. 
 
3.0 Teacher Recognition.   
 

Resolution.  On behalf of the School Committee, Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker 
presented to Rogers High School Social Studies Department Head Tia Scigulinsky a 
Resolution, a copy of which is to be spread upon the official records of the Newport 
School Committee, as an expression of the Committee’s appreciation for her 
performance as a truly professional and outstanding member of the educational 
community, a model citizen, and as one who has gained the respect of those whom 
she has served so well.  Ms. Scigulinsky thanked the Committee for their recognition of 
her accomplishments.     

 
 Certificates of Recognition.  On behalf of the School Committee, Chairperson Dr. 

Shoemaker presented to each of Rogers High School Social Studies Department Head 
Tia Scigulinsky and Cranston-Calvert School Grade 5 Teacher Laurie Swistak a 
Certificate of Recognition for their Presentation of:  “Closing the Achievement Gap(s):  
A National Issue with Local Solutions”  at the National Education Association 2005 
Northeast Regional Leadership Conference held on January 28 to 30, 2005, in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey.  Both Ms. Scigulinsky and Ms. Swistak thanked the Committee for 
their recognition of their presentation.    
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Taken Out of Order. 
 
2.0 Facilities Planning Update.   
 

As reported by Facilities Planning Subcommittee Chairperson Mr. DeAscentis, the 
Facilities Planning Subcommittee met on Tuesday, March 8, 2005, from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m., at Triplett School, Room 104, Lower Level.  He reviewed the draft Minutes, cited 
the Charge of the Subcommittee, and stated that the Subcommittee would need to 
meet again to develop a long-term plan before a recommendation could be forwarded 
to the School Committee for consideration.   Mr. DeAscentis stated that this meeting 
would take place on Friday, March 18, 2005, at 3 p.m., at Triplett School, Room 104, 
Lower Level.  At this next meeting, he stated that the Subcommittee would assess the 
NESDEC Report and develop a long-term plan that would present the concept of three 
school consolidations—replacing old buildings with new buildings, reducing the number 
of schools in the district (capacity of 300 to 400 students would be a good size), and 
putting into place a defined long-term plan.  Mr. DeAscentis further stated that specific 
items to be considered for the Subcommittee’s next meeting would be:  Enrollment 
numbers; Will we be closing a school in September ($300,000 to $400,000 in 
savings)?; Do we realign Sheffield School (K-5 on the First Floor and Administration on 
the Second Floor); Do we need a swing school?; What are short-term answers to the 
$2.3M deficit?; and Re-verification of the NESDEC Study.    
 
Discussion followed. 
 
 
David R. Carlin.   
 
• Mr. Carlin stated that a long-term plan would be needed before the Committee 

could make a decision to close school and that such a decision could not be 
made overnight. 

 
Jo Eva Gaines.   
 
• What happens to the programs in a school that we might close? 
• Closing a school is a bandaid approach. 
• Needs more information. 
 
Thomas S. Phelan.   
 
• Mr. Phelan made a motion to keep all schools open for the 2005-2006 school 

year.  Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Phelan 
stated that he had toured the school buildings and found that all classrooms 
were being utilized. 
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Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mary C. Canole. 
 
• Dr. Canole recommended to close a school for September, 2005. 
 
David R. Carlin. 
 
• Mr. Carlin stated that the Committee shouldn’t reject what the parents are asking 

us to do. 
 
Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr. 
 
•  Dr. Hilton asked:  If a building is closed, do we have room for the children? 
 
Robert Frizelle. 
 
• Mr. Frizelle stated that he could make room. 
 
Maria Mare Schulz. 
 
• Ms. Mare Schulz stated that five rooms were not being used as classrooms; now 

being used for:  piano lab; one room is used for storage; one room is used for 
storage; one room for conference room; art room; two of the five classrooms 
could be moved back. 

 
Donna Reinalda. 
 
• Ms. Reinalda stated that all rooms at Sheffield School were currently in use—

Speech/Language and Resource Teachers were using a vacant classroom. 
  
Nancy DaPonte-Easter. 
 
• Ms. DaPonte-Easter stated that there were no classrooms available—Art and 

Music are in one classroom. 
 
Laurie Swistak. 
 
• Ms. Swistak stated that one room was being used as a literacy classroom. 
 
Jane Perry. 
 
• Ms. Perry stated that there were no empty rooms at Carey School.   
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Patrick Kelley. 
 
• Mr. Kelley cited the NESDEC Report that specifies about 62 classrooms. 
 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D. 
 
• Dr. Shoemaker stated that we created a perception that we could close a school. 
 
Mark Colborn. 
 
• Mr. Colborn stated that we were down in excess of 200 students. 
 
Jo Eva Gaines. 
 
• Mrs. Gaines made a motion for a friendly amendment requesting another week 

or so to get more information before voting.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  Counsel Galvin stated that this was a motion to postpone 
the vote.  Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker stated that administration needed to 
come back to the Committee with a solid plan to close a school.  Mr. DeAscentis 
stated that he would oppose the friendly amendment because the Committee 
needed to vote tonight.  He stated that he would not vote to postpone the vote 
and did not want to close any schools for next year at this time.  The motion 
failed (3-4).  Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:  Chairperson 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., Joe Eva Gaines, and Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr.  
Those Members voting against the motion were:  Vice Chairperson Robert J. 
Leary, David R. Carlin, Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan.   

 
 Original Motion. 
 

• Mr. Phelan made a motion to keep all schools open for the 2005-2006 school 
year. Mr. DeAscentis seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. 
DeAscentis stated that he would not vote to close a school—this cannot be a 
financial decision—wants to see what the management study says—we have 
strong, healthy, and viable schools.  The motion carried (6-1).  The Member 
voting against the motion was Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr.  

 
Taken Out of Order. 
 
1.0 Health Care.   
 
 The following Health Care Representatives presented an overview of options:  Kevin 

Walsh—Group Benefit Strategies; Amy Gallagher—United Healthcare; and Mark 
Gagnon—Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Rhode Island.  Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker stated 
that the purpose of these presentations were informational only, and that we’re not 
comparing contracts.  Discussion followed.      
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4.0 Pension Reform.   Continued from the Committee’s Meeting of March 8, 2005, 

discussion followed relative to the Committee’s consideration to endorse the Sample 
Letter to the State of Rhode Island Senate Chamber/House Camber/General 
Assembly in support for the enactment of pension benefit form, as was provided at 
the recently held Legislative Workshop on March 5, 2005, sponsored by the East Bay 
Educational Collaborative.  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mary C. Canole reviewed 
with the Committee the Southern Rhode Island Legislative Position Paper:  State 
Retirement System Reform.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to endorse the Sample 
Letter to the State of Rhode Island Senate Chamber/House Chamber/General 
Assembly in support for the enactment of Pension Benefit Reform.  Dr. Hilton 
seconded the motion, which carried (5-1-1).  Those Members voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., David R. Carlin, Jo Eva 
Gaines, Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr., and Thomas S. Phelan.  The Member voting to 
abstain from the motion was:  Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr.  The Member voting against 
the motion was:  Vice Chairperson Robert J. Leary.    

  
5.0 Administrative Compensation Subcommittee: 

5.1 Update.  As reported by Administrative Compensation Subcommittee 
Chairperson Mr. DeAscentis, the Administrative Compensation Subcommittee 
met with the Committee earlier this evening in Executive Session at a Special 
Meeting at 6 p.m. with School Committee Counsel Neil P. Galvin to review the 
proposed 2005-2006 Fiscal Year Administrative Compensation for all 
nonbargaining unit members.  The Committee then reviewed the information 
submitted by the Subcommittee.   

 
5.2 Recommendation.  Mrs. Gaines made a motion to provide a 3.5 percent 

(3.5%) increase in salary to all nonbargaining unit members for the 2005-2006 
Fiscal Year.  Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker called for a second to the motion.  
Hearing none, the motion failed. 

 
6.0 Personnel Actions.  No discussion or action was taken. 
  
7.0 Executive Session.  No Executive Session was held.   

 
 

 
Adjournment.  At 10:45 p.m., Mr. Carlin made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Leary 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (7-0).   

 
 
 

____________________________             __________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     Mary C. Canole, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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