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      SEAL MINUTES 
          5.1 

NEWPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 23, 2005 
 

MINUTES  
 

Call to Order.  Chairperson Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker called the Special Meeting of the 
Newport School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m. at Triplett School, Room 104, Lower Level.  
Attendance was as follows:  School Committee Members:  Dr. Charles P. Shoemaker, Vice 
Chairperson Robert J. Leary (arrived at 7:40 p.m.), David R. Carlin (absent), Hugo J. 
DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines (arrived at 7:40 p.m.), Dr. O. William Hilton, Jr., and Thomas 
S. Phelan;  School Department:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mary C. Canole,  Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools Robert B. Power, Ed.D., Director of Special Education Linda 
Martin (absent), Director of Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Judith M. 
Droitcour (absent), Business Manager Bruce Alexander (absent), Director of Property 
Services Paul Fagan, Coordinator of Human Resources and Information Services Fran 
Eames (absent), School Building Principals, Administrators, and School Committee Counsel 
Neil P. Galvin. 

 
ROLL CALL. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 

 
1.0 Request for Waiver of Rental Fees.  Property Services Director Paul Fagan reviewed 

with the Committee the Request for Waiver of Rental Fees submitted by the 
Community College of Rhode Island for the use of Rogers High School Room 100 for 
the Rhode Island Drivers’ Education Course to be administered during spring recess, 
April 18 through 22, 2005.  Discussion followed.  Chairperson Dr. Shoemaker 
requested that the administration compile a listing of all rental waivers to date.  Mr. 
DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the approval of the Request for Waiver of 
Rental Fees, as presented.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously (4-0).   
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Taken Out of Order. 
 
3.0 Personnel Actions.  Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to consent to the approval of the 

resignation of Mary C. Canole, Superintendent of Schools, as presented.  Dr. Hilton 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (4-0).  Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Mary C. Canole offered her remarks, as follows:  “I am formally resigning from the 
position of Superintendent of Newport Public Schools this evening, and I ask for your 
support as I embark upon a new educational and career adventure with the Rhode 
Island Department of Education as Director of Leadership Initiatives (Progressive 
Support and Intervention).  I have long aspired to work at the state level.  This was not 
an easy decision for me to leave Newport Public Schools.  I have invested 24 years in 
this district, both of my children went through this system, my husband was part of this 
system, and I have many, many wonderful colleagues and friends here in Newport.  I 
see this new endeavor as a way for me to continue to support Newport Public Schools 
from a new perspective as I engage in learning more about school reform and 
delivering support to struggling schools throughout Rhode Island.  I am extremely 
grateful for the support that I’ve received over the past four years from my fabulous 
leadership team, teachers, School Committee Members, the parents and families, 
community members and most importantly the students. 
 
I’ve compiled a list of a few of the accomplishments our district has achieved over the 
last few years, and I believe these results paint a very optimistic future for Newport 
Public Schools.    
 
I encourage all of you to realize the wealth of talent you have in our district.  Use that 
talent to leverage greater results for our students in the years ahead. 
 
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the children of Newport.” 
 
School Committee Chairperson Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., offered his remarks, as 
follows:  “Mary, it is with sincere regret that I accept your resignation.  We all know that 
your talents and energy have been recognized by the State Department of Education, 
and we recognize that this is an opportunity that shouldn’t be ignored. 
 
I started working with you last winter as part of the City/School/Community Advisory 
Group. Since then I have recognized the success you have had in implementing 
Standards-Based Education.  Perhaps your biggest legacy will be the improvement that 
each of our schools has made in statewide testing. 
 
I personally want to thank you for all the time and effort you have made to introduce me 
to my new role as a School Board member.  You have been willing to answer some of 
the dumbest questions and have been available 7 days a week. 
 
I would like to think I am speaking for all of the students in the Newport Public School 
system and would like to thank you for a job well done and wish you the best of luck 
upstate.” 
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Committee Members Mr. Phelan, Dr. Hilton, and Mr. DeAscentis also offered comment 
and best wishes to the Superintendent.  Discussion followed relative to the 
Superintendent of Schools’ Superintendent Search Process.  Chairperson Dr. 
Shoemaker stated that he would contact the New England School Development 
Council (NESDEC).     
 

4.0 Executive Session.   
 
At 7:43 p.m., Mr. DeAscentis made a motion to go into Executive Session under 
jurisdiction of Rhode Island State Law, Chapter 46, 42-46-5 – Exceptions (a)(1) 
Personal Matters, and the person or persons affected have been notified in advance in 
writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held in an open 
session; and (a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation.  Mrs. Gaines seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously (6-0). 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
At 10:45 p.m., the meeting was called in Open Session. 

      
 

Taken Out of Order. 
 

2.0 Administrative Compensation Subcommittee: 
2.1 Update.   
2.2 Recommendation.   

 
Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adopt the modified bullets on the “Administrative 
Compensation Subcommittee Recommendations—March 23, 2005” with the 
exception of Bullets three, four, and nine.  Dr. Hilton seconded the motion, which 
carried (4-2).  Those Members voting in favor of the motion were:  Chairperson 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D., Hugo J. DeAscentis, Jr., Jo Eva Gaines, and Dr. 
O. William Hilton, Jr.  Those Members voting against the motion were:  Vice 
Chairperson Robert J. Leary and Thomas S. Phelan.   
 

 
Adjournment.  At 10:50 p.m., Mrs. Gaines made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Hilton 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (6-0).   

 
 

____________________________             __________________________ 
Charles P. Shoemaker, M.D.     Mary C. Canole, Ed.D. 
Chairperson       Clerk 
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