
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – WEDNESDAY EVENING – FEBRUARY 1, 2012 

Page 1 of 28 

PRESENT: Marshall, Barboza, Teixeira, and Parella 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Diane C. Mederos, Town Administrator  
   Michael A. Ursillo, Town Solicitor 
   Marshall J. Netto, Town Sergeant 
 
ABSENT: Herreshoff 
 
The Council met in regular session on Wednesday evening, 
February 1, 2012 in the Town Hall, Council Chambers 
beginning at 7:09 o'clock PM, Council Chairman Marshall 
presiding: 
 
Prior to the commencement of this evening’s regular agenda, 
the Clerk announced that the special presentation by Kenneth 
Burke of the State Water Resources Board, originally planned 
for this evening, will be held on another date and will 
perhaps include the members of the Town Councils of 
Barrington and Warren also. 
 
Also prior to the commencement of this evening’s regular 
agenda Council Chairman Marshall commented that irreparable 
harm may result from one’s “broad brush” opinions of other 
persons.  He added that occasionally someone goes awry; 
using a public official or employee as an example, and that 
public opinion may assume that the remainder of those in 
similar positions is equally in the wrong. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall added that his public service 
experiences have taught him to “take a breath” before 
speaking in order to consider the consequences of his 
planned comments. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall also added that the Council had a 
special meeting concerning the Bristol County Water 
Authority (BCWA) and that an individual who attended the 
meeting misunderstood part of the discussion and wrote a 
misinforming letter to the editor. 
 
Also prior to the commencement of this evening’s regular 
agenda, Council Chairman Marshall observed that the New 
England Patriots football team will be playing in the Super 
Bowl and that this event should result in an economic 
advantage in New England for gathering places and food 
sellers.   
 
Council Chairman Marshall observed that State agencies like 
to “partner” with the Town of Bristol since the Town 
fulfills its obligations to its partners. 
 



TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – WEDNESDAY EVENING – FEBRUARY 1, 2012 

Page 2 of 28 

Council Chairman Marshall noted the presence of many 
individuals interested in agenda item K4 and suggested that 
the Council may wish to suspend the regular order of 
business in order to accommodate those individuals. 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to suspend the regular 
order of business and to consider 
agenda item K4 at this time. 

 
It is hereby noted for the record that discussion concerning 
agenda item K4 appears, in place, below. 
 
MOTION RE:  CONSENT AGENDA - TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to approve the Consent 
Agenda withholding agenda items 
AA2, AA3, AA14, AA18, R4 and R13. 

 
Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Teixeira requested that 
agenda items AA2, AA3, AA14, and AA18 might be withheld for 
further consideration and Councilman Barboza requested that 
agenda items R4 and R13 might be withheld also. 
 
Councilman Teixeira with the Council in concurrence 
suggested that agenda items C1 and G1 and also B3 and K2 
might be combined and considered together. 
 
 A.  SUBMISSION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S) 
 

1. Town Council Meeting - December 21, 2011 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to approve these 
minutes as prepared and presented. 

 
2. Town Council Meeting - January 11, 2012  
  

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to approve these 
minutes as prepared and presented. 

   
(CA) AA. SUBMISSION OF MINUTES-Boards and Commissions 
 
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place 
these items on file.” 
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1. Historic District Commission - December 1, 
2011 

 
2. Redevelopment Agency - October 27, 2011 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file. 
 

Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Teixeira expressed 
concern regarding the golf course property and questioned 
the possibility of redeveloping some of the property. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall stated that the plans contemplated 
for certain lots, presently part of the golf course, were 
forward thinking to allow the Town a “sense” of the 
property. 
 
Councilman Teixeira asked to know if there were specific 
intentions to move forward with these plans with Town 
Administrator Mederos noting that these were conceptual at 
this point and that the Council would have to approve any 
specific action on these plans. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall stated that the Redevelopment 
Agency advises the Council on these matters and also that it 
is charged with looking into possibilities. He added that 
any change to the use of the golf course would be the 
responsibility of the Town Council in concert with the Town 
Administrator.  He added that this matter has been under 
study for several years and that a sub-committee consisting 
of former Councilman Cordeiro, Recreation Director Burke, 
and others brainstormed ideas. 
 

3. Redevelopment Agency - November 17, 2011 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file. 
 

It is hereby noted for the record that this matter was 
discussed concurrently with agenda item AA2. 

 
4. Animal Shelter Capital Project Committee - 

October 6, 2011 
 
5. Animal Shelter Capital Project Committee - 

October 20, 2011 
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6. Animal Shelter Capital Project Committee - 
November 9, 2011 

 
7. Animal Shelter Capital Project Committee - 

November 22, 2011 
 
8. Zoning Board of Review - December 5, 2011 
 
9. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 

October 24, 2011 
 
10. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 

November 14, 2011 
 
11. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 

November 28, 2011 
 
12. Harbor Commission - January 4, 2012 
 
13. Planning Board - November 8, 2011 
 
14. Planning Board - December 13, 2011 
 

Teixeira/Barboza – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file.  
 

Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Teixeira noted a 
discussion regarding an addition to the Bristol County 
Medical Center. He expressed concern that there may be 
drainage and runoff issues relating to this project. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall suggested that Councilman Teixeira 
should view the soil erosion plan. 
 
Councilman Teixeira agreed to contact Director of Community 
Development Williamson in order to review and discuss the 
soil erosion plan to assure zero runoff.  

 
15. Bristol Housing Authority - December 8, 2011 
 
16. Bristol County Water Authority Board of 

Directors - Special Meeting, December 8, 2011 
 
17. Bristol County Water Authority Board of 

Directors - December 14, 2011 
 
18. Bristol County Water Authority Board of 

Directors - Special Meeting, December 19, 
2011 
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Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file.  

 
Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Teixeira expressed 
concern that there was no quorum present at this special 
meeting.  He stated that business may have been transacted 
in executive session absent the quorum. 
 
Town Solicitor Ursillo observed that the only action 
apparent according to the minutes was the motion to adjourn 
the meeting. 
 
Town Solicitor Ursillo noted that a motion to adjourn would 
be allowed in the absence of a quorum. 
 
Joseph DeMelo, a member of the Water Authority stated that 
the meeting was initially planned for the whole board but 
was later changed to a sub-committee meeting and also that 
the scoring was based upon the review of the Town 
Administrator/Managers. 
 
Mr. DeMelo suggested that Councilman Teixeira might speak to 
Chairman Jannitto regarding this matter. 

 
19. Bristol County Water Authority Board of 

Directors - Special Meeting, December 20, 
2011 

 
20. Bristol County Water Authority Audit Finance 

Committee, January 4, 2012 
 
21. Bristol County Water Authority Public 

Relations/Personnel Committee, January 4, 
2012 

 
22. Bristol County Water Authority Engineering 

Committee - January 4, 2012 
 
23. East Bay Energy Consortium - December 5, 2011 
 
24. Fourth of July Committee - April 6, 2011 
 
25. Fourth of July Committee - May 5, 2011 
 
26. Fourth of July Committee - May 16, 2011 
 
27. Fourth of July Committee - June 9, 2011 
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28. Fourth of July Committee - June 20, 2011 
 
29. Fourth of July Committee - August 4, 2011 
 
30. Fourth of July Committee - September 8, 2011 
 
31. Fourth of July Committee - October 12, 2011 
 
32. Fourth of July Committee - November 16, 2011 
 
33. North and East Burial Ground Commission - 

September 26, 2011 
 
34. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 

January 9, 2012 
 
35. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 

December 12, 2011 
 
 B.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Robert A. Sousa, 18 First School Street - 
request for removal of a handicap parking 
space, 2nd reading for adoption 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to consider this action 
to constitute the second reading 
for adoption of a request for 
removal of a handicap parking 
space.  Inform Public Works 
Department.  

 
2. Allan Klepper, Barrington Director, Bristol 

County Water Authority re Monthly Report, 
January 25, 2012  

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file. 

 
3. Town Administrator Mederos - recommendation 

re RFQ #745 Bristol Landfill Renewable Energy 
Redevelopment Project 

 
It is hereby noted for the record that this matter was 
considered in combination with agenda item K2.   

 
Barboza/Parella – Voted unanimously 
to accept the recommendation of the 
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Town Administrator and to authorize 
the Town Administrator to act in 
the best interest of the Town.  
 

Prior to the vote taken, Town Administrator Mederos stated 
that she recommends RGS Energy.  She noted that the 
administrative committee charged with responsibility for 
this initiative met with the various parties and concludes 
RGS to be best suited to fulfill the needs of the Town. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall stated that he was a participant 
in the selection process and that he found the committee to 
be of excellent quality. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall reported that the project will be 
completed at no cost to the Town and that the Town will have 
the opportunity to discuss future options. 
 
Councilman Teixeira asked to know if the Town may purchase 
the operation in the future with Council Chairman Marshall 
responding that the topic of future ownership will likely be 
part of the lease negotiations. 
 
Councilwoman Parella asked to know if the energy will be 
available to the transfer station, animal shelter and 
compost facility with Council Chairman Marshall responding 
that this will likely be part of the lease negotiations 
also. 
 
 BB. SPECIAL /STATUS REPORTS 
 

1. M. Candace Pansa, Executive Director, Bristol 
Housing Authority re 2011 Annual Report 
(report distributed and viewed at January 11, 
2012 meeting) 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file. 

 
 C.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Transfer of Class BV Intoxicating Beverage 
License (relocation) - Robert Vanderhoof, 
Vanderhoof-Myers, Inc., d/b/a Roberto’s, 301 
Hope Street to Robert Vanderhoof, Vanderhoof-
Myers, Inc., d/b/a Roberto’s, 450 Hope Street 

 
a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 

Chief of Police 
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It is hereby noted for the record that agenda items C1 and 
G1 were discussed and considered concurrently. 

 
Teixeira/Parella – Voted to close 
the public hearing.  Voting in 
favor of this motion were Council 
members Barboza, Teixeira, and 
Parella.  Council Chairman Marshall 
recused. 
 
Parella/Teixeira – Voted to grant 
the relocation of this license per 
the recommendations received and 
subject to conformance to all laws 
and ordinances and payment of all 
fees, taxes and levies. Voting in 
favor of this motion were Council 
members Barboza, Teixeira, and 
Parella.  Council Chairman Marshall 
recused. 
 

Prior to the vote taken, Council Chairman Marshall renewed 
his recusal in consideration of this matter, relinquished 
the gavel to Vice-chairman Barboza and left the Council 
table. Vice-chairman Barboza opened the public hearing. 
 
Speaking in favor of this license transfer was Brian Dupuis 
of 55 Court Street who expressed concern regarding parking 
in the area.  He stated that he did not believe that the 
Court Street parking lot lease had been renewed and 
questioned as to the status of same. 
 
Town Solicitor Ursillo, with Town Administrator Mederos in 
agreement, stated that the lease had been renewed and that 
the public spaces will be maintained. 
 
Mr. Dupuis stated that he would come to Town Hall to examine 
the lease. 
 
Also speaking in favor was the petitioner, Robert 
Vanderhoof, who reminded the Council that he has been in 
business at 301 Hope Street for nearly eleven years and is 
also a Bristol resident. 
 
He added that he wishes for his establishment to be a “good 
citizen” and that he provides gift certificates for local 
charitable fundraising.  He also added that he operates a 
“family restaurant” and that his bar only serves dinners and 
that he would not typically have anything akin to a “Super 
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Bowl party” at his establishment but rather closes on Super 
Bowl Sunday. 
 
Mr. Vanderhoof explained that the new location will not be 
much larger than his existing premises but will offer 
handicap accessibility.  He added in response to questions 
posed by Mr. Dupuis that most parking will be on-street 
since he is open only in the evenings. 
 
Mr. Vanderhoof also informed the Council that he is a 
“hands-on” proprietor and that he is present at the business 
seven days per week. 
 
There was no remonstrance presented in opposition to this 
license transfer. 
 
After the vote taken, Council Chairman Marshall returned to 
the Council table and reassumed the gavel. 

 
2. Petition of Animal Shelter Capital Project 

Committee - abandonment of a portion of an 
unnamed, unimproved street (located off 
Metacom Avenue) 

 
a. Director of Community Development 

Williamson re Recommendation - Planning 
Board  

 
b. Code Compliance Coordinator Evans re 

proposed abandonment 
 
c. Recommendation - Director of Community 

Development Williamson  
 

LATE ITEM  d. Plan provided February 1, 2012 by John  
   Lannan, Member, Animal Shelter Capital  
   Project Committee 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Parella/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to find based upon the 
evidence and recommendations 
provided that the portion of an 
unnamed, unimproved paper street so 
described in the accompanying 
documentation, a public highway in 
the Town of Bristol, has ceased to 
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be useful to the public. Advertise 
in local newspaper.  
 

Prior to the vote taken, Council Chairman Marshall opened 
the public hearing.  Speaking in favor of the abandonment 
was John Lannan, a member of the Capital Project Committee. 
 
Mr. Lannan explained the map he provided as prepared by 
Engineer, Ron Blanchard. 
 
Mr. Lannan informed the Council that he believes that the 
abutting land-owner, St. Gobain, will relinquish their 
interest in the abandoned portion of this unimproved street. 
 
Town Solicitor Ursillo reported that he will be preparing 
the documents to accommodate the wishes of the St. Gobain 
officials. 
 
There was no further testimony provided in favor of the 
abandonment and no remonstrance presented in opposition. 
 
Councilman Teixeira noted that Kenneth J. Marshall, a member 
of the Planning Board, expressed concern regarding access to 
Metacom Avenue. 
 
Mr. Lannan replied that the portion of the unimproved street 
between the subject abandonment and Metacom Avenue remains.  
He added that there is no intention to access the new 
shelter directly from Metacom Avenue and that it is not part 
of the shelter plan. 
 
 D.  ORDINANCES 
 

1. Ordinance #2012-01, CHAPTER 17, Offenses and 
Miscellaneous Provisions, Article II, 
Alcoholic Beverage Establishments, Division 
1, Generally, Section 17-54, Nudity on 
premises where alcoholic beverages are 
offered for sale, 2nd reading for adoption  

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to consider this action 
to constitute the second reading 
for adoption of Ordinance #2012-01. 
Advertise in local newspaper. 

 
2. Ordinance #2012-02, Chapter 5, Amusements, 

Article III, Shows, Exhibitions and 
Entertainment, Division 2, License, Sections 
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5-96, Adult-only establishment and 5-97, 
Restrictions, 2nd reading for adoption 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to consider this action 
to constitute the second reading 
for adoption of Ordinance #2012-02. 
Advertise in local newspaper. 

 
(CA) E.  BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
 
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to approve these 
adjustments.” 
 

1. Tax Assessor Spagnolo - Recommended 
Abatements & Additions for November 2011 

 
(CA) F.  APPOINTMENTS 
 
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to approve advertising 
these Appointments.” 
 

1. Public Service Appointments 
 

a. Economic Development Commission (to fill 
unexpired term to expire in September 
2013) 

 
1. Charles C. Cavalconte, 88 Church 

Street - interest/appointment 
 

Council Chairman Marshall called for nominations. 
 
Councilman Barboza noted that Mr. Cavalconte applied for the 
position of alternate and that there was no alternate 
position available. 
 
The Clerk explained that the Council’s practice has been to 
elevate current alternate members to full-membership and 
that Mr. Cavalconte appears to be applying for a likely 
vacancy in the office of alternate. 
 
Councilman Barboza nominated Jerry Dauterive, currently 
first alternate member, to the unexpired full-member term 
with term to expire in September 2013; Jaimie Russell, 
currently second alternate member, to the position of first 
alternate member with term to expire in September 2014; and 
Mr. Cavalconte to the position of second alternate member 
with term to expire in September 2014. 
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There were no counter-nominations. 
  

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to close nominations 
and to instruct the Clerk to cast 
one ballot each in favor of Mr. 
Dauterive, Ms. Russell, and Mr. 
Cavalconte with terms as noted 
above. 

 
b. Harbor Commission (to fill unexpired 

term to expire in March 2013) 
 

1. John Troiano, 707 Hope Street - 
interest/appointment (currently 
alternate) 

 
Council Chairman Marshall called for nominations. 
 
Councilman Barboza nominated Mr. Troiano for appointment. 
 
There were no counter-nominations. 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to close nominations 
and to instruct the Clerk to cast 
one ballot in favor of Mr. Troiano 
with term to expire in March of 
2013 and to advertise for the 
alternate member vacancy. 

 
c. Conservation Commission (to fill 

unexpired term to expire in December 
2014) 

 
1. Raul Abreu, 4 Christine Court - 

interest/appointment 
 

Council Chairman Marshall called for nominations. 
 
Councilman Teixeira nominated Mr. Abreu for appointment. 
 
There were no counter-nominations. 

 
Teixeira/Barboza – Voted 
unanimously to close nominations 
and to instruct the Clerk to cast 
one ballot in favor of Mr. Abreu 
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with term to expire in December 
2014. 

 
Prior to the vote taken, the Clerk reported that he received 
communication from Mr. Abreu indicating that he has spoken 
with Conservation Commission Chairman Payson and also that 
he remains interested in the appointment. 

 
(CA)  2. Public Service Appointments (March) 
 
 G.  LICENSING BOARD - NEW PETITIONS 
 

1. Robert Vanderhoof, Vanderhoof-Myers, Inc., 
d/b/a Roberto’s, 301 Hope Street - request 
for transfer of Class BV Intoxicating 
Beverage License location to Robert 
Vanderhoof, Vanderhoof-Myers, Inc., d/b/a 
Roberto’s, 450 Hope Street 

 
a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 

Chief of Police 
 

It is hereby noted for the record that agenda items C1 and 
G1 were discussed and considered concurrently. The record of 
this action appears above at C1. 

 
2. Rami Jenblat, d/b/a My Shisha Café, 261 Wood 

Street - request to extend hours of 
operation, continued from January 11, 2012 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to grant the request 
for extension of hours of operation 
for a trial period of six (6) 
months as follows:  Monday, closed; 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday, 5 PM 
until 11 PM; Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday 5 PM until 1 AM. 

 
Prior to the vote taken, Mr. Jenblat appeared before the 
Council and explained that he misunderstood the approved 
hours of operation and has advertised different hours and 
operated during these different hours. He expressed his 
regret for the error. 
 
Town Solicitor Ursillo noted that the Council has approved a 
closing time of 9 o'clock PM on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Sunday.  
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Council Chairman Marshall asked Police Chief Canario if 
there have been reports of problems with this establishment 
with Police Chief Canario responding that there have not 
been reported problems. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall noted that the Council would 
likely reconsider the additional hours if it was to approve 
these and difficulties would surface. 
 
Councilman Barboza explained that since the establishment 
welcomes BYOB patrons, it must be responsible to assure that 
there is no underage drinking. 
 
Councilwoman Parella asked to know how the establishment 
assures that patrons are not drinking excessively with Mr. 
Jenblat explaining that his employees “keep an eye on” the 
drinking patrons and that these persons are asked to leave 
should they appear to be drinking excessively.  He added 
that the hookah devices are expensive and that he is 
concerned that intoxicated persons may damage these. 
 
Councilwoman Parella suggested that Mr. Jenblat and his 
employees should be “TIPS” trained. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding BYOB practice. 
 
Police Chief Canario agreed to monitor the establishment. 

 
3. Vatche Avedissian, d/b/a Classic Pizza, 349 

Metacom Avenue - request for Victualling 
License (new location) 

 
a. Recommendation - Department of Water 

Pollution Control 
 

LATE ITEM  b. Recommendation - Chief of Police 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to grant this license 
per the recommendations received 
and subject to conformance to all 
laws and ordinances and payment of 
all fees, taxes, and levies. 

 
4. Lauren Martel, d/b/a Naturally Devine 

Nutrition, 450 Hope Street - request for 
Victualling License 

 
a. Recommendation - Department of Water 

Pollution Control 
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LATE ITEM  b. Recommendation - Chief of Police 
 

Teixeira/Barboza – Voted 
unanimously to grant this license 
per the recommendations received 
and subject to conformance to all 
laws and ordinances and payment of 
all fees, taxes, and levies. 

 
 H.  LICENSING BOARD - RENEWALS 
 

1. Stephen Squatrito, d/b/a Backroad Grille, 549 
Metacom Avenue - six (6) month review of 
Dancing and Entertainment License 

   
a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 

Chief of Police 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to extend this license 
for a full term based upon the 
recommendations received and 
subject to conformance to all laws 
and ordinances and payment of all 
fees, taxes, and levies. 

 
(CA) I.  UTILITY PETITIONS 
 
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to approve these 
petitions.” 
 

1. Public Works Director Galuska - Road Cut 
Permits 

 
2. Water Pollution Control Superintendent 

Calderiso - Sewer Permits 
 
 J.  PETITIONS - OTHER 
 

1. Council Clerk Cirillo - request for removal 
of handicap parking space in front of 41 
Church Street, 1st reading  

 
LATE ITEM  a. Recommendation - Chief of Police 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to consider this action 
to constitute the first reading of 
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this request to remove a handicap 
parking space.  Continue said 
matter to February 29, 2012 for 
second reading for adoption. 
 

2. Jock Hayes, Chairman, Board of Directors, 
Bristol Warren Education Foundation (BWEF) - 
request for support of 4th Annual Bodacious 
Bee (to be held on March 10, 2012) 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to appropriate an 
amount equal to that which was 
appropriated in 2011 from the 
Council Contingency Account.  ($300 
from Council Contingency, January 
26, 2011) 

 
3. David Silvia, Secretary, American Legion Boys 

State Program - request for support of 
program 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to appropriate an 
amount equal to that which was 
appropriated in 2011 from the 
Council Contingency Account.  ($500 
from Council Contingency, March 31, 
2011) 

 
4. Walter Elwell, Chairman, Eastern Rhode Island 

Conservation District (ERICD) - request for 
funding Resident Geese project, etc. 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to refer this matter to 
Recreation Director Burke for a 
recommendation and to continue said 
matter until the meeting of 
February 29, 2012. 

 
5. Susan Miller, 129 Hope Street - claim for 

property damage 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to refer this matter to 
the Insurance Committee.  

 
6. Michael Andreozzi, 6 Harker Avenue - request 

remedy - Tanyard Brook flooding 
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Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to continue this matter 
until the meeting of February 29, 
2012. 

 
Prior to the vote taken, Mr. Andreozzi stated that his 
family has owned the property at 6 Harker Avenue for fifty-
two (52) years and that flooding has worsened in recent 
years due to the development in the area.  He added that in 
the past his property flooded only during extreme weather 
events and now the flooding is commonplace.   
 
Mr. Andreozzi noted that the land never seems to dry-out and 
that he often finds mushrooms growing. He also noted that 
Town Administrator Mederos, Director of Community 
Development Williamson, Councilman Teixeira and Councilman 
Herreshoff have witnessed the flooded property. 
 
Mr. Andreozzi explained that he would like the Town to 
formally assess the situation and offer a remedy. He 
suggested that the water might be piped away from the land 
and asked that he might receive an update on the Town’s 
evaluation at the meeting of February 29. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall stated that the Town has dealt 
with similar circumstances in the past in other parts of 
Town and that the remedy required the property owner to 
provide a drainage easement.  He suggested that the 
engineers working on the Tanyard Brook Phase 1 project might 
determine if Mr. Andreozzi’s problem can be addressed 
concurrent with the project. 
 
Town Administrator Mederos stated that the engineers have 
already looked at this possibility and that the situation is 
very problematic.  She added that the Town is willing to do 
“what it takes” but also that every storm seems to bring a 
somewhat different result. 
 
Mr. Andreozzi informed the Council that Kevin Aguiar and 
Michael Grilli of BETA Group have visited the property to 
observe the flooding conditions. 
 
Town Administrator Mederos stated that the Town needs a plan 
to address the situation and that she was certain also that 
the Town wishes to help Mr. Andreozzi. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall asked to know if Mr. Andreozzi was 
amenable to granting a drainage easement with Mr. Andreozzi 
responding that he would find this to be acceptable to him. 
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Council Chairman Marshall added that the property owners 
must be willing to help if the problem is to be resolved. 
 
Councilman Teixeira asked to know when the adjoining 
property was built upon with Mr. Andreozzi responding 2006. 
 
Councilman Teixeira noted that a pipe was installed and that 
the pipe may have been installed improperly.  He asked to 
know who installed the pipe with Mr. Andreozzi responding 
that the pipe was installed by Ronald Blanchard. 
 
Councilwoman Parella stated that the difficulty seems to 
stem from State regulations which force the Town to consider 
projects in troublesome areas and then the Town is expected 
to solve any problems that arise.  She suggested that some 
improvement to Mr. Andreozzi’s problem may be available 
along with the Tanyard Brook improvements. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall asked Water Pollution Control 
Superintendent Calderiso if there is sufficient pitch of the 
land toward Hope Street with Water Pollution Control 
Superintendent Calderiso responding that he was not 
specifically familiar with the pitch. He added that he would 
be willing to visit the property with Public Works Director 
Galuska. 
 
Mr. Andreozzi requested that the adjoining land should be 
returned to pre-development levels. 
 
Councilman Teixeira asked to know if there could be a 
retention pond built in the area. 
 
Water Pollution Control Superintendent Calderiso noted that 
high tide water levels may be contributing to the problem. 
 
 K.  OTHER NEW BUSINESS REQUIRING TOWN COUNCIL ACTION 
 

1. Coastal Resources Management Council - public 
hearing re proposed regulation(s), February 
28, 2012 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file. 

 
2. Nicholas Ratti, Jr., 28 Hydraulion Avenue re 

landfill solar energy 
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It is hereby noted for the record that this matter was 
considered in combination with agenda item B3.  The record 
of this action appears above at B3. 

 
3. Director of Community Development Williamson 

and Principal Planner/Zoning Officer Tanner - 
request to call for a public hearing on 
February 29, 2012 and authorize public notice 
re general amendment to Bristol’s zoning map 
- conversion to digital GIS map 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to call for a public 
hearing regarding this matter for 
February 29, 2011. Advertise in 
local newspaper.  

 
4. Councilwoman Parella re social media animal 

concerns  
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file. 

 
Prior to the vote taken, Joe Warzycha, representing Dr. E. 
J. Finocchio explained that Dr. Finocchio had planned to be 
in attendance and was called away.  He reported that the 
Rhode Island Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (RISPCA) received animal cruelty complaints 
regarding certain animals kept by Mr. Arthur Sousa on 
property owned by John “Jack” Francis IV, adjacent to his 
auto parts salvage yard on Metacom Avenue. 
 
Mr. Warzycha also reported that he responded to the 
complaint on January 24, 2012, and found the place to be 
suitably clean and that the animals were found to be in good 
condition with access to food and water. 
 
Mr. Warzycha informed the Council that his agency received a 
similar complaint in September, 2011, and also that his 
findings at that time were essentially the same. 
 
Mr. Warzycha added that, in his opinion, the shelters 
provided by Mr. Sousa for these animals were more than 
adequate and that these were lined with hay “which is above 
and beyond” what would typically be expected. 
 
Mr. Warzycha reported that the SPCA officially finds that 
the owner of the animals (Mr. Sousa) fulfilled his 
obligation. 
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Mr. Warzycha informed the Council insofar as the related 
rumors and pictures appearing on the internet are concerned 
he has no personal opinion regarding these. 
 
Councilwoman Parella stated that she asked to have this item 
appear on this evening’s agenda due to the flurry of emails.  
She further stated that she preferred the matter to be part 
of the public agenda since she was concerned that the matter 
might be sensationalized in the press and wished to quell 
any misinformation.  She added that she was aware that the 
police department and its animal control division were 
responding to the allegations and wished to have them 
available to inform the Council directly. 
 
Councilwoman Parella stated that Animal Control Officer 
Gibree has an excellent reputation concerning animal 
advocacy and that she was certain that Officer Gibree would 
not allow animal abuse on her watch. 
 
Councilwoman Parella added that she was pleased to hear that 
Dr. Finocchio was confident that there was no animal abuse 
at this particular site and also that she was confident of 
Dr. Finocchio’s expertise in these matters. 
 
Councilwoman Parella expressed concern that the matter was 
released into the “social media” and that people with no 
direct knowledge of this situation or with any proof of 
animal abuse were offering their unfounded condemnation. She 
added that the situation was hurtful and out of line and 
that she wanted to be assured that the truth would be 
readily available. 
 
Councilwoman Parella also added that “the truth is these 
animals are okay.” 
 
Mr. Warzycha informed the Council that State authorities 
also inspected Mr. Sousa’s animals and provided the same 
opinion. 
 
Arthur Read II, an attorney representing Mr. Sousa and Mr. 
Francis thanked the Council for its concern regarding this 
matter.  He stated that he appreciated Councilwoman Parella 
putting this matter on the public agenda.  
 
Mr. Read informed the Council that Mr. Sousa is 97 years old 
and that the stress caused to him and Mr. Francis from the 
allegations had adversely affected them.  He added that he 
is filing a slander and harassment suit on behalf of the two 
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gentlemen against the person alleging the abuse. He also 
added “what happened is horrible.” 
 
Mr. Read agreed that emails weighed-in on the matter from 
around the world and that those raising concerns were 
“zealots.” 
 
Councilman Barboza acknowledged the presence of Mr. Sousa 
and stated that Mr. Sousa is typical of what is “good and 
right about Bristol.”  He also stated that he knows Mr. 
Sousa personally and also that Mr. Sousa is the Town’s 
oldest volunteer firefighter.  He added that he is aware 
that Mr. Sousa “treats his animals like family” and did not 
deserve the poor treatment in the media. 
 
Councilman Barboza stated, on behalf of the Town, that he 
was sorry that Mr. Sousa was troubled by the situation. 
 
Councilman Teixeira stated that Councilman Barboza was 
“right on target” with his comments. 
 

5. Director of Community Development Williamson 
re proposed tolls - Mount Hope Bridge 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to support the action 
of the Economic Development 
Commission concerning this matter 
and to provide a copy of the 
previously adopted Council 
Resolution. 

 
Prior to the vote taken, Town Administrator Mederos noted 
that Governor Chafee does not support the tolls. 
 
It was noted that the Council previously adopted a 
resolution opposing bridge tolls.  It was suggested that 
this might be sent to the Economic Development Commission 
and also to the local general assembly delegation. 

 
6. Director of Community Development Williamson 

re Grow Smart RI - Land Use Training 
Collaborative 

 
Parella/Barboza – Voted unanimously 
to provide information regarding 
this upcoming training to the 
topic-appropriate board and 
commission members and also to 
recommend attendance at same. 
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 L.  BILLS & EXPENDITURES 
 

1. Bid #747 - Management Information Systems 
Support 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to refer this matter to 
the Town Administrator and Town 
Treasurer to act in the best 
interest of the Town.  

 
Prior to the vote taken, Town Treasurer Goucher noted that 
this request for proposals was sent out on advice of the 
Town Solicitor since pricing has not been examined for some 
time. 
 
The Clerk read the following proposals as received: 
 
Jacobs Technology Portsmouth, RI  Senior Eng. $125/hr 
        Systems Eng. 114/hr 
 
Information Systems Portsmouth, RI  Technical   $ 85/hr 
        Consulting    85/hr 
            Systems     65/hr 

 
2. Bid #748 - Operations Study; Department of 

Public Works and Compost Facility 
 

Teixeira/Parella – Voted 
unanimously to refer this matter to 
the Town Administrator and Town 
Treasurer for a recommendation. 
 

Prior to the vote taken, the Clerk reported that there were 
no bids submitted for this item. 

 
3. Bid #749 - Used 12 Ft. Stake Body and/or 

Small Dump Truck(s) 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to allow the Town 
Administrator to go to the open 
market for this purchase. 

 
Prior to the vote taken, the Clerk reported that there were 
no bids submitted for this item. 
 
(CA) M.  ROUTINE REPORTS 
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(CA) N.  FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place this 
item on file.” 
 

1. (Town Treasurer Goucher) re Revenue and 
Expenditure Statement, January 27, 2012 

 
 P.  PROCLAMATIONS & CITATIONS 
 
(CA) Q.  CITY & TOWN RESOLUTIONS NOT PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED  
   
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place 
these items on file.” 
 

1. Jean M. Fecteau, CMC, Glocester Town Clerk - 
request for support of resolution to amend 
RIGL § 16-7-7-23(a) (regional school district 
debt service) 

 
(CA) R.  DISTRIBUTIONS/COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place 
these items on file.” 
 

1. Warrant – Julie Goucher, Capital Project 
Commission 

 
2. Warrant – Diane Williamson, Capital Project 

Commission 
 
3. Warrant – James Galuska, Capital Project 

Commission 
 
4. Town Clerk Cirillo to Owen Heleen, Rhode Island 

Foundation re Final Report, Ott Fund Grant 
#20110437 

 
Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file. 
 

Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Barboza congratulated 
the Clerk on the completion of the project.  The Clerk 
reported that he recently submitted a grant proposal for 
2012. 
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5. Council Clerk Cirillo to Director of Public 
Works re added handicap parking space, 9 Murphy 
Avenue 

 
6. Council Clerk Cirillo to Director of Public 

Works re removal of handicap parking space, 83 
Franklin Street 

 
7. Council Clerk Cirillo to Director of Public 

Works re added handicap parking space, 72 
Oliver Street 

 
8. (Bristol County Water Authority) re BCWA in the 

News, January 2012 
 
9. Council Clerk Cirillo to Sen. David Bates et al 

re Council Resolutions (RIPTA Funding and 
Sales-Tax Exempt Arts District) 

 
10. Robert Arsenault, President, Community String 

Project re thank you for financial support 
 
11. Council Clerk Cirillo to Carolyn Medina re 

thank you for service (BCWA Sub-committee for 
Legislation) 

 
12. Town Administrator Mederos to Peter C. 

Paltrineri re award Bid #720 Burnside Building 
Window Restoration 

 
13. Barry L. Sharaf, M.D., Division of Cardiology, 

Rhode Island Hospital re EMS patient update 
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file and to instruct 
the Clerk to send a letter to Dr. 
Sharaf indicating its appreciation 
of these reports. 
 

Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Barboza brought this 
letter to the attention of the Council and acknowledged the 
Town’s paramedic and emergency services. 
 
Councilwoman Parella suggested that the Council may wish to 
acknowledge the reports submitted by Dr. Sharaf. 

 
14. Brian T. Ahern, Loss Prevention Manager, The 

Trust to Jim Sylvester, Foreman, Department of 
Public Works re Safety Enhancement Grant Award  
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15. Ramsay’s Inc. – Petition for Drainlayer’s 

License (renewal) (granted, December 2011) 
 
16. Coastal Resources Management Council re Public 

Notice – Airport Expansion (City of Warwick) 
 
17. Police Chief Canario and Town Administrator 

Mederos re Recommendation Victualling License – 
Roberto’s, 450 Hope Street (granted, January 
2012) 

 
18. Coastal Resources Management Council re 

Rescheduling of Public Hearing - Treatment of 
Sewage and Stormwater (February 14, 2012) 

 
(CA) RR. DISTRIBUTIONS/NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
  (Office copy only) 
 
Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place 
these items on file.” 
 

1. Bristol Warren Regional School District re 
Schedule of Meetings - Week of January 16, 
2012 

 
2. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee 

Budget/Facilities Subcommittee - January 17, 
2012 

 
3. Bristol County Water Authority - Workshop, 

January 18, 2012 
 
4. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee BWEA 

Contract Negotiation Subcommittee - January 
26, 2012 

 
5. Bristol County Water Authority - February 

2012 Meetings 
 
6. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee BWEA 

Contract Negotiation Subcommittee - January 
23, 2012 

 
7. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 

January 23, 2012 
 
8. Bristol Warren Regional School District re 

Schedule of Meetings - Week of January 23, 
2012 
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9. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee 

Personnel/Contract Negotiation Subcommittee - 
January 23, 2012 

 
10. North and East Burial Ground Commission - 

February 27, 2012 
 
11. Citizens Property Revaluation Advisory 

Committee - January 26, 2012 
 
12. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee re 

Schedule of Meetings - Week of January 30, 
2012 

 
 S.  TOWN SOLICITOR 
  
 Z.  INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AGENDA ITEMS 
 
  1. MARSHALL 
 

a. Mike Davis – Council Chairman Marshall 
thanked Mr. Davis for filming this evening’s 
meeting.  He also noted that Mr. Davis recently 
celebrated a birthday. 
 
b. Broad Brushed – Council Chairman Marshall 
recalled his earlier comments regarding “broad 
brush” opinions.  He suggested that those wishing 
to make public comments should think carefully 
beforehand. 
 
c. Work Ahead – Council Chairman Marshall noted 
that the Town has much work ahead and that the 
government must be forward thinking. 

 
  2. BARBOZA 
 

a. School Budget – Councilman Barboza stated 
that he met with school officials regarding the 
upcoming budget cycle and relayed his opinion that 
the budget must be in compliance with the limits 
imposed by State statute. 
 
Councilman Barboza added that School Committee 
member William O'Dell informs him that the budget 
plan is to submit figures within the limits of 
State law. 
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Councilman Barboza also added that since the Joint 
Finance Committee cannot appropriate funds for 
specific purposes within the School Budget, it is 
unnecessary to have a “dog and pony show.” 
 
b. Davis – Councilman Barboza wished happy 
birthday to Mr. Davis also. 
 
c. Fire Apparatus Dedication – Councilman 
Barboza reported that the new Engine 1 will be 
dedicated on February 12, 2012 at the Fire 
Department Headquarters with an “open house” to 
follow. 
 
d. Pastime Theater Foundation – Councilman 
Barboza reported that the Pastime Theater 
Foundation provided a grant to the Guiteras 
Community Group to support its production of 
“Seussical the Musical.” 

 
  3.   TEIXEIRA 
 

a. Signage Thanks – Councilman Teixeira thanked 
Town Administrator Mederos and Public Works 
Director Galuska for the new sign at Reilly Lane. 
 
b. Food Drive – Councilman Teixeira 
congratulated the Bristol Rotary Club and the Fire 
Department for its successful annual food drive. 
 
c. Anthony Marshall – Councilman Teixeira noted 
the presence of Anthony Marshall, son of Council 
Chairman Marshall, who returned from the Middle-
East war zone. 
 
d. New England Patriots – Councilman Teixeira 
wished the New England Patriots football team luck 
in the upcoming Super Bowl. 
 
e. Lights – Councilman Teixeira reported lights 
on at odd-hours in the Byfield and Reynolds School 
buildings.  Councilwoman Parella added that she 
observed lights on at the Walley School also. 
 
Town Administrator Mederos agreed to investigate 
these matters. 

 
  4.   HERRESHOFF 
 
  5.   PARELLA 
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a. Patriots – Councilwoman Parella also wished 
the New England Patriots well. 
 
b. Sharaf – Councilwoman Parella recalled the 
letter of Dr. Barry Sharaf (agenda item R13) and 
noted that the work between the Emergency Services 
and area hospitals has been a “team effort.” 

 
 ZZ. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR AGENDA ITEM(S) 
 

a. Arts Forum – Town Administrator Mederos 
reported an upcoming arts forum at the Reynolds 
School to be held on February 8, 2012.  She 
outlined the schedule and reminded those present 
that the public is invited to attend and provide 
input. 
 
Councilman Barboza stated that he attended the 
first meeting on this topic and found it to be 
most interesting. 

 
---- 
 
CITIZENS PUBLIC FORUM 
 
---- 
 
There being no further business, upon a motion by Councilman 
Barboza, seconded by Councilwoman Parella and voted 
unanimously, the Chairman declared this meeting to be 
adjourned at 9:22 o'clock PM. 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Louis P. Cirillo, CMC 
Council Clerk 
 
 
 
 


