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PRESENT: Marshall, Barboza, Teixeira, and Herreshoff 
(arrived at 6:38 o'clock PM) 
 
ABSENT: Parella 
 
The Council met in special session on Monday evening, 
September 26, 2011 in the Town Hall, Council Chambers 
beginning at 6:30 o'clock PM, Council Chairman Marshall 
presiding: 

 
1. Berta Raposo, on behalf of St. Elizabeth Church, 

577 Wood Street - request permission for 
additional dates (September 30 - October 2, 2011) 
to operate the carnival on the Town Common 
(request for dates of September 22 - 25, 2011 
granted August 17, 2011) 

 
LATE ITEM  a. Berta Raposo, on behalf of St. Elizabeth  

  Church re withdrawal of petition  
 

Barboza/Teixeira – Voted 
unanimously to receive and place 
this matter on file.  

 
2. Public Service Interview(s)/Appointment(s)  

 
a. Citizens Property Revaluation Advisory 

Committee (5 to 7 members) 
 

1. Fred Eichmann, 123 Fales Road - 
interest/appointment 

 
Council Chairman Marshall reviewed the progress on this 
matter to date and explained that the Council would like to 
evaluate those “best practices” used in other states, etc. 
 
Mr. Eichmann informed the Council that he is an experienced 
appraiser working sometimes in Bristol and that he did the 
Fales Farm appraisal for the Town. 
 
Mr. Eichmann also informed the Council that a revaluation 
is “a tough thing” and that these are often problematic. He 
added that he would like to help to “get the kinks out of 
it” and he is interested in participating on behalf of the 
Town. 
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Councilman Barboza noted that not everyone is going to be 
pleased with the results of a revaluation. He added that 
the Council wishes for the process to be fair and that 
everyone is placed on a level playing field. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff arrived at this point in the meeting 
(6:38 o'clock PM) 
 
Council Chairman Marshall stated that he believes that 
Appraisal Resource did a better job with public relations 
as compared to the last revaluation. He noted the charge to 
the committee with the Council, in agreement, that the 
basic premise it to improve the revaluation process. 
 
Councilman Teixeira asked to know whether or not 
neighborhoods should be defined with Mr. Eichmann 
responding that some neighborhoods might be too small to 
define and that the “circle” might have to be broader than 
the accepted neighborhood. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff suggested that appraisals are “a 
rocky road.” He noted that the last full revaluation by 
Clipboard, Inc. caused “commotion” and that the Appraisal 
Resource attempt appears to be better.  He added that the 
Assessor “changed some thing around.”  
 
Councilman Barboza noted that the Town “took the message” 
and changed accordingly. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff expressed concern that the Council 
would hire a firm for a particular task and then the result 
is changed.  He also expressed concern, in particular, 
regarding the Bristol Highlands valuation and how the 
Highlands area was delineated. He added that some of this 
may be done by computers. 
 
Mr. Eichmann stated that he was not personally familiar 
with “mass valuation” and that within his own neighborhood, 
land values appeared to be consistent but improvements were 
inconsistent. He also stated that he agreed with the 
Council that the goal of the committee is to be fair. 
 

2. Ann S. Gardner, 17 Acacia Road - 
interest/appointment 

 
Ms. Gardner informed the Council that she has been deeply 
involved in the past two (2) revaluations and is an 
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engineer by profession.  She agreed that the revaluation 
process is difficult and also agreed that the goal of the 
committee is to streamline the process and also to be fair. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff stated that the members of the Board 
of Appeals “are good people – but inexperienced.” 
 
Ms. Gardner stated that she would like to work on 
streamlining the process and also hopes to save money. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall stated that this Advisory 
Committee will work for the Town Council. He added that he 
expects that Tax Assessor Spagnolo will work with the 
Advisory Committee.  He also added that he hopes that the 
Advisory Committee will assist the Board of Appeals in its 
process. 
 
Councilman Barboza explained that this Advisory Committee 
should work similarly to the recent Historic District 
Advisory Committee in that it will prepare recommendations 
for possible implementation. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff stated that he hopes that the 
Advisory Committee will provide the Board of Appeals with 
new guidelines.  
 
Council Chairman Marshall thanked Ms. Gardner for her help 
thus-far. 
 
It was noted for the record that the Clerk will arrange for 
the inaugural meeting. 
 

b. Juvenile Hearing Board - Alternate Member 
(to fill an unexpired term to expire in 
December 2011) 

 
1. Donna R. Larson, 32 Birchwood Drive -

interest/appointment 
 

Ms. Larson informed the Council that she saw an ad on the 
Town’s website for this position.  She added that she has 
time to give to the Town and would like to do so.  She 
noted the information provided in her resume. 
 
Councilman Barboza stated that the Council sometimes has 
more qualified applicants than available positions.  He 
cautioned Ms. Larson that she should not be discouraged if 
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unsuccessful with this particular appointment and that she 
may certainly apply again in the future. 
 
Ms. Larson informed the Council that she teaches the fourth 
grade in Tiverton and that she very much enjoys her job. 
 
Councilman Teixeira asked to know if Ms. Larson also taught 
in Bristol with Ms. Larson responding that she taught 
summer school math to upper age group students. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff noted Ms. Larson’s wide educational 
experience and asked to know her theories as to why 
students get into trouble. 
 
Ms. Larson responded that the root cause may be 
disinterest, peer pressure or lack of motivation.  She 
added that troubled students must be provided with guidance 
toward a better path. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff stated that the cooperation between 
the hearing board and the police department is good. 
Councilman Herreshoff also suggested that Ms. Larson may 
wish to speak to someone already serving on the board.  He 
also suggested that N. Diane Davis might be a good resource 
for information. 
 

c. Bristol County Water Authority - Board of 
Directors (2) (to fill a term to expire in 
February 2014 and an unexpired term to 
expire in February 2013) 

 
1. Paul L. Bishop, 66 Franklin Street - 

interest/appointment, continued from 
September 21, 2011 

 
Council Chairman Marshall thanked Dr. Bishop for his 
interest and stated that he was pleased to hear of this 
interest since many people appear to be “running away” from 
the BCWA. 
 
Dr. Bishop informed the Council that he travels the world 
to talk about water and that he thought that he was retired 
but was recently hired by the University of Rhode Island. 
    
Councilman Herreshoff asked to know if Dr. Bishop had 
reviewed the “audit report” with the Clerk agreeing to 
provide Dr. Bishop with a copy of this report. 
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Councilman Barboza stated that he was impressed by Dr. 
Bishop’s “vast experience” and further stated that the Town 
is in need of a director who can provide both a fresh 
perspective and an open mind. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff agreed with Councilman Barboza and 
stated that there has been much “commotion” about the Water 
Authority.  He noted that the pipeline was installed twenty 
(20) years ago and also that the water supply is 
“vulnerable.”  He added that there are several ideas as to 
how to secure a back-up supply and also that the 
Authority’s “administration” is in need of improvement. 
 
Councilman Barboza noted that Mr. DeLise appeared to be a 
good engineer but that his administration of the Water 
Authority has been questionable. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall added that Mr. DeLise is not a 
water resource engineer but is rather experienced with 
nuclear engineering. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff stated that the Authority must be 
made efficient and that he is concerned that Authority 
efforts have “gone up dead ends.”  He added that he is not 
in favor of the board’s sub-committee structure and 
expressed concern that the board should change so as not to 
give consideration to the “nitty-gritty.” 
 
Councilman Teixeira asked Dr. Bishop to describe his 
opinion of the role of the Town’s representative directors 
with Dr. Bishop responding that the directors should 
provide oversight and to review plans and changes to those 
plans. He added that the directors should also be in 
negotiations with suppliers. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall asked Dr. Bishop if he possessed 
a “thick skin” with Dr. Bishop responding affirmatively. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall noted the recent correspondence 
from the Attorney General concerning the Water Authority’s 
open meeting violations and also noted that the charges 
were dismissed.  He added that the Water Authority incurred 
considerable cost to defend the allegations and that this 
cost was borne by the rate payers. 
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Council Chairman Marshall stated that the allegations and 
cost was damaging to the Water Authority as a valuable Town 
asset.  He also observed that although the allegations 
received much publicity, there was little attention paid to 
the dismissal of the charges. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding security threats to the water 
supply with Dr. Bishop informing the Council that he has 
researched water security issues. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff informed those present that the old 
water supply (pre-pipeline) reeked of chlorine.  He also 
described the installation of the cross-bay pipeline.  
 
Councilman Herreshoff also informed those present that the 
treatment plant in Warren has been closed for some time and 
that it is “incredibly crude.” He noted that the current 
water supply comes from Providence and that Providence 
raises prices. 
 
Dr. Bishop noted that water is less costly than gasoline. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff explained that the pipeline debt 
should be nearly paid. 
 
Councilman Barboza stated that the Water Authority has 
eight (8) rate structures. 
 
Councilman Herreshoff stated that the Water Authority’s 
business needs to be simplified.  He added that there 
appears to be good cooperation between the three (3) towns 
and that there should be revisions to the Water Authority. 
 
Council Chairman Marshall thanked Dr. Bishop for his 
attendance and Dr. Bishop thanked the Council for its 
consideration. 
 

3.  Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, upon a motion by 
Councilman Barboza, seconded by Councilman Teixeira and 
voted unanimously, the Chairman declared this meeting to be 
adjourned at 7:27 o'clock PM. 
 
 
___________________________________                                     
Louis P. Cirillo, CMC, Council Clerk  


