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Regional Board of Superintendents' Meeting 
Northern Rhode Island Collaborative 

640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200 
Lincoln, RI 02865 

 

Minutes 

 
A regular meeting of the Regional Board of Superintendents was held at 640 George Washington 
Highway, Suite 200, Lincoln, RI, on Wednesday, November 5, 2014.     
  
The following Board members were in attendance:   Dr. DiLullo, Ms. Dubois, Ms. Fortunato, 
Mr. Lindberg, Mr. O’Brien, Dr. Pallotta, and Dr. Thornton as well as Joseph M. Nasif, Jr., 
Executive Director, and Craig Enos, Director of Administration.   Guests:   Mark DeFranco, 
MYON, and Attorney Benjamin Scungio. 
 
I.   Opening of Meeting: 

Chair, Georgia Fortunato, called the meeting to order at 8:02 am with a motion by Dr. 
DiLullo, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and carried by all.   
 

 
II.  Approval of Minutes: 

Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of October 7, 
2014, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Mr. O’Brien     Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
          

Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of 
October 7, 2014, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Mr. O’Brien     Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Dr. Thornton     

    
 (Dr. Thornton arrived at 8:03 am). 
 
 
III.   Old Business:  
 
 A.   Administrative Reorganization/Compensation Review 
      Ms. Fortunato advised that this agenda item will be tabled to Executive Session. 
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IV.   New Business: 
 
      A.    Presentation from Mark DeFranco, MYON 
       Ms. Fortunato, Chair, welcomed Mark DeFranco of MYON to the meeting. 
 
      (Mr. Lindberg arrived at 8:10 am).  
 
     Mr. DeFranco distributed information on the digital online library for students with an  
     access of over 7,000 books, which can be personalized for students’ reading abilities.   
     Mr. DeFranco advised there is unlimited access to the library 24/7 and all are full  
     authentic books, 70% of which are non-fiction.  Mr. DeFranco advised that the MYON  
     program is currently being used in Connecticut school districts.  Mr. DeFranco   
     indicated the approximate cost per school for a 9-month license is $4,200.   He   
     provided a pricing sheet with further details to the Board.  
 
    Mr. DeFranco entertained questions from the Board and the presentation concluded at  
    8:16 am. 
  

       
    B.     Consider/discussion and possible vote on NRIC Annual Meeting Date 
   A calendar of available dates in March 2015 for Twelve Acres Banquet Facility was  
   provided to the Board for their review.   Board members will indicate what dates are best  
   and Ms. Jannetta will email the chosen date to the Board. 
 
   
   C.  Consider/discussion on New Playground at St. James 
   Mr. Nasif reported that an eagle scout from Burrillville had taken on the project of re- 
   designing and constructing a new playground for our students at St. James School.  Work 
   is progressing and new playground equipment is being installed. 
 
 
  D.      Consider/discussion on Building Security 
   Mr. Nasif reported on break-ins that have taken place at St. James School; IPads were  
   taken along with Playstation games.  The police were called.   Mr. Nasif feels a new  
   student was involved with the theft.  Mr. Nasif reported that upgrades to the building  
   security are needed and will request that St. James Church assist with the costs.     
   Discussion followed with a suggestion from Dr. Thornton of utilizing cameras. 

 
                                

V.     Appointments: 
    -  Teacher, High School  
    -  Physical Therapist 
      Mr. Nasif reported that the appointments to these positions were postponed and filled by  
    contracted personnel. 
 
    
VII.  Expense Warrants for October 2014 
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      Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to approve the Bills for October 2014, which was  
      moved by Dr. DiLullo, seconded by Dr. Pallotta, carried by all.    
     

Moved:  Dr. DiLullo   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Dr. Pallotta     Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
        Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Dr. Thornton 
           

      
VIII.  Executive Director Report: 
       A.   General Information  
   Mr. Nasif reported that another Teacher Assistant Training took place in October with   
   15 trainees.   Another CPI Training will take place in December. Mr. Nasif planned on    
   more community outreach trainings in the future including First Aid/CPR. 
 
       B.   Protraxx HR/Safety Lessons 
  Mr. Nasif reported that Protraxx, who we contract for our professional development   
  registration system, also provides on-line training in human resources and safety related   
  subjects for school districts.  There are 130 different subjects available.  The $595 fee   
  could possibly be waived.  Discussion followed and Mr. Lindberg advised that North   
  Smithfield utilizes Global Compliance Network which is more economical.   Mr. Nasif   
  will research their costs. 
 
 
IX.  Executive Session: 
 
Move into Closed Executive Session pursuant to Chapter 42-46-5(a) 1,2,&5 of the General 
Laws of the State of Rhode Island for legal advice related thereto: 
 
 -  Administrative Reorganization/Compensation Review 
 
Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to enter into Executive Session at 8:30 am, which was 
moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Mr. O’Brien     Ms. DuBois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Dr. Thornton 
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Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to return to Open Session at 8:42 am, which was 
moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. Thornton, carried by all.   
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Dr. Thornton     Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Dr. Thornton 

           
           
After discussion in Executive Session, Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to approve the 
salary adjustment from $83,522 to $88,000 for Craig Enos, Director of Administration.  The 
motion was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. DiLullo and carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Dr. DiLullo     Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Thornton 
        
           

   
Ms. Fortunato, Chair, entertained a motion to Seal the Executive Session Minutes, which was 
moved by Dr.  Pallotta, seconded by Dr. DiLullo and carried by all. 
 

Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Dr. DiLullo     Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
       Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Dr. Thornton 

           
      
IX.  Information: 
  
 -    Mr. O’Brien reported that he will forward information to the Board on URI’s                            

National Foundation Grant – STEM.  
 
 -       Mr. Lindberg asked about the level at which STEM grants were utilized. 
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With no further information to report, Ms. Fortunato entertained a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:45 am, which was moved by Dr. Pallotta, seconded by Dr. DiLullo and carried by 
all. 

  
Moved:  Dr. Pallotta   Approved:  Dr. DiLullo 
Seconded:  Dr. DiLullo     Ms. Dubois 
        Ms. Fortunato 
        Mr. Lindberg 
       Mr. O’Brien 
       Dr. Pallotta 
       Dr. Thornton 
        
        
 
        
           
 
 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
____________________________________ 

 Ms. Georgia Fortunato, Chair 
         

 


